
 

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

SCHEDULED MEETING 

April 7, 2025 

 

 

PRESENT: Commissioner Bob Murray, Commissioner Lynn Knopf, Commissioner Carlet 
Mitenbuler, Commissioner Mark Beegle and Commissioner Ellie Rae VanTongeren. 

 
 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  No interested parties.  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Murray called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

WELCOME GUESTS     
 

 

AGENDA:  Motion Lynn Knopf, second from Bob Murray, ADOPTED, to accept 
the April 7, 2025 agenda as written. 

    
   5 AYES, 0 NAYS 

 

 

MINUTES:  Motion by Bob Murray, second from Lynn Knopf, ADOPTED, to 
accept the March 3, 2025 minutes as written. 

 
5 AYES, 0 NAYS 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

None. 

RECEIPTS:   
None. 
 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Chairman Murray reported disbursements activity as $475.00 to Kerkstra for portable restrooms at 
Nestrom Road Park for total disbursements of $475.00 
 

Motion by Bob Murray, second by Lynn Knopf, ADOPTED, to pay 
disbursements in the amount of $475.00. 
 
5 AYES, 0 NAYS 
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Roll Call Vote: Beegle-Aye, Knopf-Aye, Murray-Aye, Mitenbuler-

Aye, VanTongeren-Aye 

 
NOMINATION/ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 

Bob Murray nominated by Lynn Knopf, seconded by Carlet Mitenbuler 

5 AYES, 0 NAYS 
 
NOMINATION/ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON 

Lynn Knopf nominated by Carlet Mitenbuler, seconded by Mark Beegle 

5 AYES, 0 NAYS 
 
NOMINATION/ELECTION OF SECRETARY 

Carlet Mitenbuler nominated by Lynn Knopf, seconded by Bob Murray 

5 AYES, 0 NAYS 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Soccer presentation by Zachary Fagan 

Chairman Murray stated that since Mr. Fagan didn’t show up to the meeting, the Commission could 
discuss what he had discussed previously with Mr. Fagan. He contacted Chairman Murray about 
bringing a group of kids to the soccer field for practices. Chairman Murray said that Mr. Fagan 
would like to have lines painted on the field and he would take care of doing so, and the 
commissioners agreed that they were okay with this. Chairman Murray mentioned the discussions 
previously about irrigation out at the soccer field and the potential moving forward of possibly 
adding it if the field continues to get used. Chairman Murray also said that more than one team will 
be using the field and that they have coordinated their practices with one another. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

1.  2025-2026 budget/adoption 

The commissioners discussed the budget and a few items they thought had been changed.  
 
2.  Program committee updates 

Commissioner Knopf stated that she’s thinking of having the pickleball lessons possibly in June. She 
added that she is still looking into scheduling the movie in the park, and that possible craft dates will 
be the end of April or early May. She would like to do mosaic birdhouses.  
 
Chairman Murray stated that he would really like to do the car show, adding that he and Treasurer 
Justin Roggero discussed the idea and Treasurer Roggero has some contacts. Chairman Murray also 
mentioned Sports ‘N Shorts and his contact with the director, adding that a resident asked if their out-
of-town grandchildren can attend this summer. The commissioners agreed that the program should 
only be for residents. 
 
3.  Baseball updates 

Chairman Murray said that the baseball season has started, and he ran the scoreboard for the JV 
team’s first game. He added that the field looks great. Chairman Murray mentioned the infield clay 
bricks that the Commission budgeted for, adding that he was informed by the North Muskegon coach 
that he gets them from Sight One Landscaping for a much more reasonable price than what Chairman 
Murray has been finding. He informed the commissioners of the price and they agreed that this was 
the best choice.  
 

Motion by Bob Murray, second from Lynn Knopf, ADOPTED, to 
purchase the clay brings from Sight One Landscaping for no more 
than $800.00. 
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5 AYES, 0 NAYS 

 

Chairman Murray also reminded the commissioners of the soft touch bases that are getting old and 
falling apart. He also added that the anchor system is breaking. He found them at two locations, 
adding that the cheaper price through Sports Unlimited is the best option. 
 

Motion by Bob Murray, second from Lynn Knopf, ADOPTED, to 
purchase the soft touch base system from Sports Unlimited for 
$679.00. 

 
5 AYES, 0 NAYS 

 

Chairman Murray stated that he’s finally been in touch with the middle school baseball coach, adding 
that they will be playing at the field as well. 
 
4.  DNR Passport Grant 

Chairman Murray stated that the grant application was submitted on March 28th, adding that the max 
that could be received is $150,000.00. If the Commission receives the grant, they will be putting in 
accessible sidewalks throughout the park. Chairman Murray said that they had to make a small 
change to fit within the max allowed. The original quote for the sidewalks came in at $175,000.00 
and they changed things enough to get the quote down to $103,000.00.  
 

5.  Additional parking areas 

Chairman Murray reminded the commissioners where they agreed they would like to put the 
additional parking spaces along the ring road. He added that it was suggested to him that the 
Commission have the additional parking put in before they do the accessible sidewalks to make sure 
everything lines up well. Chairman Murray submitted a letter to the Township Board requesting them 
to look at the additional parking areas and asked them to consider using the Specialty Fund or the 
fund used to have the ring road redone to do this project.  
 
6.  Restroom update 

Chairman Murray said that he and Supervisor Jeff Marcinkowski met with Brad Vanbergen to 
discuss the restroom plans and every detail that is going into them. He said that everything is going to 
bid separately, such as electrical, excavating, block work, etc. Chairman Murray said that it will take 
a few weeks to put everything together and things should go out for bid at the Township in early 
May. The final approval will be completed by the Township Board. 
 
7.  Temporary roadway 

Chairman Murray just wanted to remind the commissioners that this is still on his and Commissioner 
Beegle’s radar, adding that a few trees still need to come down. He added that it might be a good idea 
to have the company that wins the bid for excavating for the restrooms to fix the transition by the 
road for the temporary roadway. 
 
8.  Future park projects 

Chairman Murray said that Treasurer Roggero has come to him with a lot of ideas for the park. One 
idea that Chairman Murray stated and liked is bocce ball. He explained the game and what would be 
needed.  
 
Chairman Murray reminded the commissioners of the potential need for irrigation at the soccer fields 
as an idea for future projects, as well as backstop replacement. Commissioner VanTongeren 
suggested gaga ball. Chairman Murray mentioned the equipment available for use at the park when 
reserving the pavilions, and recording secretary Mary Mansfield suggested that it might be a good 
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idea to add this information to the website as well as the pavilion rental agreement, adding that she 
doesn’t think many people are aware of what is available for use. The commissioners agreed that this 
was a good idea.  
 
Commissioner Knopf stated that the commissioners need to look into the number of handicap 
parking spaces that they’ll need to have in the park.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None.  
 
COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS: 
Commissioner Knopf thanked Chairman Murray and Supervisor Marcinkowski for their work on the 
grant.  
 
Chairman Murray said that it was great to have a full Commission at the meeting. He added that he is 
hopeful to make things happen moving forward. He also said that he is getting good feedback from 
individuals using the park. 
 
Commissioner Mitenbuler thanked recording secretary for the budget and reminders.  
 
Commissioner VanTongeren said that she is excited to be back.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Bob Murray, second from Lynn Knopf, ADOPTED to 
adjourn the April 7, 2025 scheduled meeting of the Fruitland 
Township Parks and Recreation Commission at 6:52 PM. 

 

   5 AYES, 0 NAYS 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mary Mansfield, Recording Secretary 


