FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP
PARKS AND RECREATION
SCHEDULED MEETING
March 3, 2025

PRESENT: Commissioner Bob Murray, Commissioner Lynn Knopf, and Commissioner Carlet

Mitenbuler.

ABSENT: Commissioner Mark Beegle and Commissioner Ellie Rae VanTongeren.

ALSO PRESENT: No interested parties.

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Murray called the meeting to order at 6:01p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

WELCOME GUESTS

AGENDA: Motion by Bob Murray, second from Carlet Mitenbuler, ADOPTED,
to accept the March 3, 2025 agenda as written.
3 AYES, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT

MINUTES: Motion by Bob Murray, second from Lynn Knopf, ADOPTED, to

accept the February 3, 2025 minutes as written.
3 AYES, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT

PUBLIC COMMENT:

None.

RECEIPTS:

None.

DISBURSEMENTS:

None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1. Pickleball class presentation by Ben of Spring Lake CC

The individual was not available to make a presentation, but Commissioner Knopf shared some
information she received. She shared that Ben recommended no more than fifteen people per class
and he would need three courts. Commissioner Knopf said that if there’s only two courts, they would
need to do ten people. The suggestion was made to have 60-90 minute classes, but Commissioner
Knopf said that sixty minutes would be too short. Classes are $150.00 each. She added that she still
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needs to find out if he provides the paddles and balls for the class. Chairman Murray asked if they
would be introductory classes, and Commissioner Knopf said they would be. She suggested having
classes for 16+ at the previous meeting. Chairman Murray asked if there is a lot of interest, and
Commissioner Knopf said that there is, adding that two classes should be enough. Chairman Murray
posed the idea of having one additional. The commissioners discussed ideas of when to have the
classes and will narrow things down as they move forward.

2. 2025-2026 budget

Chairman Murray met with Supervisor Jeff Marcinkowski and Clerk Alexa Steffes to discuss the
budget. He added that programming had previously been broken down into individual programs with
amounts listed for each, and he asked to have it combined with just one total.

3. Playground equipment

Chairman Murray reminded the commissioners that the extra money from property sales is going
toward things in Nestrom Road Park, including re-shingling the pavilions, sidewalks by the
playground, and additional playground equipment. He added that the Township Board seemed
excited about the idea of musical items being added to the playground.

4. Program committee update

Commissioner Knopf informed the commissioners that the mosaic events for February were canceled
due to illness. She mentioned ideas for upcoming events, adding that she would like to do them
potentially at the end of March.

Commissioner Knopf also mentioned the movie night, adding that she would like the Commission to
look at having the event in June.

Chairman Murray mentioned Senior Palooza, stating that there have been two meetings to discuss the
event, and things are off and running. He added that the committee consists of Clerk Alexa Steffes,
Judy Marcinkowski, Trustee Sondra Cross, as well as himself. Chairman Murray said that Clerk
Steffes has been amazing in helping gather information and got the vendor list for them. Chairman
Murray said that in previous years, vendors weren’t charged. The committee has decided to charge
$10.00 for a 10x10 space. Clerk Steffes has also updated the vendor registration form. The
committee agreed to move the start time of the event from 9:00a.m. to 10:00a.m., with the arrival
time for vendors to be 9:00a.m. He said they are hopeful to have live music and they would like it to
happen from 10:00a.m.-12:00p.m. with lunch at noon. Chairman Murray said that signage will be
redone so that it is easier to read. The commissioners discussed vendors that can be added, including
Dog Star Ranch, Kate’s Transportation, Bush Creek Manor, other senior homes, and Great Clips. The
commissioners are going to think of others that could be added.

5. Baseball update

Chairman Murray spoke to the North Muskegon High School coach and he should be getting a
schedule for the season soon. He added that the JV team will be playing their games here, adding that
the middle school teams will also be using the field.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None.

COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS:
Commissioner Knopf that a lot of fun things are coming for the summer. Chairman Murray agreed.

Chairman Murray said that there is a potential for the restroom construction being an issue with
pavilion rentals. Recording Secretary Mary Mansfield mentioned that they can inform individuals in
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the office upon them signing lease agreements so that they are aware of the potential work being
completed.

Chairman Murray also said that he’s excited about upcoming programming, especially pickleball
lessons.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Bob Murray, second from Lynn Knopf, ADOPTED to
adjourn the March 3, 2025 scheduled meeting of the Fruitland
Township Parks and Recreation Commission at 6:40 PM.

3 AYES, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Mansfield, Recording Secretary



