
         PLANNING COMMISSION                                                        
Minutes for Regular Meeting of 

June 6, 2024 
 

PRESENT Commissioners Dave Roesler, John Warner, Paul Josephson, Mike Holman, John 
Gloster and Brian Butler.  

 
NOT PRESENT Commissioner Chris Campeau. 
 
ALSO PRESENT Zoning Administrator Jensen, Recording Secretary Sally Dion and 7 interested 

parties. 
 

CALL TO ORDER Chairperson Roesler called the June 6, 2024 meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
AGENDA Motion by Commissioner Holman, second from Commissioner Warner, 

ADOPTED to accept the June 6, 2024 agenda as written. 
                                 6 AYES 
                                                                                                                                                      1 ABSENT 
 
MINUTES Motion by Commissioner Butler, second from Commissioner Warner, 

ADOPTED, to accept the May 2, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes as written. 
                                                                                              6 AYES 
                                                                                                                                                       1 ABSENT 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Request from Q & R Farms LLC, for vacant parcel 61-06-127-200-0005-00, Weber Road, according to 
Article XV Site Plan Review, Section 15.03 Site Plan Review Requirements for a Special Land Use 
Permit according to Article IV RR Rural Residential District, Section 4.03 Uses Permitted by Special 
Land Use O. Blueberry farming and Article XIV Special Land Uses, Section 14.04 Special Land Use 
Specific Requirements, D. Blueberry farming. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPEN 6:02 P.M. 
 
Chairperson Roesler confirmed with Recording Secretary Dion that notices were mailed to those within 
300 feet of said property and that it was published as required. 
 
Recording Secretary Dion advised that yes, notices were mailed and that it was published in the 
Muskegon Chronicle on May 19th as required.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
One email received today. 
 
Jeff and Eric Jawor from Q & R Farms LLC stated they are requesting approval for thirty-five acres of 
blueberries; they are the latest and greatest variety out. They will have both overhead irrigation and drip 
irrigation; blueberry rows will be 10’ O.C. – 30” apart. The total perimeter will be fenced with 7 1/2 ft 
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deer fence. Landscape screen will be Red Cedar 6’ O.C. full length of Weber, 200’ on East/West property 
lines.  
 
Chairperson Roesler asked how long he has been in the blueberry business. Jeff stated his blueberry 
career started in 1992 when he founded Jawor’s Blueberries. He retired in 2020, however, the business is 
still operated by family. He has since decided he wants to be a part of the new variety.  
 
The question was asked about how many acres he has managed. He responded he has managed 800+ 
acres of blueberries; he was the biggest grower in the state.  
 
They were asked about what pesticides are used. Eric advised they do not use Round-Up, they follow 
several programs which are all regulated and he is a licensed applicator of all things used which are 
purchased by a supplier. Nothing will be stored on the site. 
 
Commissioner Butler asked if the tiling will drain into the drain on Weber Road? It was stated yes, and 
that they are aware it has to be approved by the Muskegon County Drain Commissioner. He asked how 
close to the pond will chemical controls be used. It was stated around the pond will only be controlled by 
mowing.  
 
They stated that the water has to be tested every year. 
 
Commissioner Butler asked if they decide to fill in the pond do they need to come back and amend the 
site plan.  
 
Chairperson Roesler stated the safest way is to come back to the Township and see the Zoning 
Administrator, with DEQ approval. The Zoning Administrator would determine if it needs to come back 
to the Planning Commission.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
1. Meredith Kuipers, 3442 N. Weber Road, lives directly across the road, since trees have been 

removed, they have had nothing but straight wind and health issues. They are concerned with 
pesticide dangers, especially being pregnant. Asked when does spray commence? They have concerns 
that with drainage going into drain it could cause water/well issues. Wildlife is being pushed into 
roadway because their natural habitat has been totally removed.  

2. John Bishop, 3563 Orshal Road, he believes the health and welfare of our community needs to be 
looked at.  

3. Robert Plichta, 3542 N. Weber Road, reiterated the wind never stops, with the constant winds has 
concerns of the sprayed pesticides directing towards neighboring homes. 

4. Patricia Whitener, 3293 W. Bard Road, stated her S.E. corner backs up to the N.E. corner of this 
parcel, wind blows all the time, when trees were removed the wind blew dust clear to her parcel, she 
has concerns with pesticides and tiling water to the drain causing issues with her well. 

5. Elise Butler, 3333 W. Bard Road, owned a business in Plainfield Township, she is appalled no 
approval was necessary to clear cut this property, it has affected homes and wildlife. They are 
operating a business at this time in this residential zone. She also has concerns with pesticides and 
water issues.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 6:37 P.M.  
 
Chairperson Roesler advised that no approval was necessary to cut the trees down and that selling wood 
chips does not constitute operating a business.  
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Commissioner Butler, remarked that they are an LLC so they are a business.  
 
Review standards were reviewed.  
 
Commissioner Butler wants clarification that there will be no storage of fuels/chemicals at this site.  
 
Chairperson Roesler stated that is correct, there will be no storage of fuels/chemicals at this site, the 
reason the building was removed from the current site plan is they have purchased another field in the 
area that already has a building located on it. 
 
Chairperson Roesler advised the need to consider that proper pesticides are being used on other fields that 
were approved and operating in the township. It would be hard to justify not approving this request 
because of those concerns. 
 
Chairperson Roesler advised no more speaking from the audience. 
 
Commissioner Butler asked if the water being drained is monitored? 
 
Commissioner Warner advised he is most certain it is but that is something that needs to be asked of the 
Muskegon County Drain Commissioner.  
 
Chairperson Roesler advised the Drain Commissioner has reviewed the plan and did not take issue with it.  
 
Tiling can not be done until approved by the Drain Commission, this may be considered as a minor 
change that can be done by the Zoning Administrator once approved by the Drain Commissioner. 
 
Commissioner Butler asked about diesel, where will that be stored?  
 
Chairperson Roesler asked the Jawor’s to please come and address the concerns brought forth.  
 
They indicated there would be no fuel storage, however, they would have a 50-gallon tank on a cement 
pad and they may use 100 gallons a year. They must be GAAMP approved. The first harvest would not be 
for four years. The whole property is not being tiled, only places where it is needed, potential low spots 
only. Spraying would not be done/allowed by GAAMPS if winds are more than 10 mph and most likely 
spraying would take place either early morning or late at night. Unfortunately, organic blueberries are 
almost impossible in Michigan according to all growers. 
 

Motion by Commissioner Butler, second from Commissioner Warner, 
ADOPTED; to recommend approval of the special land use request to 
the Township Board of Trustees with the stipulation the applicant must 
have approval from the Muskegon County Drain Commission before 
tiling can be installed. 

                                                                                                                                                            6 AYES 
                                                                                                                                                      1 ABSENT 
 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. Electric car charging stations 



FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION June 6, 2024 RESCHEDULED REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                    
 

4 
 

 
No update per Chairperson Roesler. 
 
2. Solar structures as accessory structures 
 
Chairperson Roesler asked about proposed PS-Permitted Special and C-Conditional language for zoning 
districts. He questions the need for the PS-Permitted Special and believes the C-Conditional needs to be 
changed to Special Land Use (SLU).  
 
After brief discussion it was decided the sub-committee would meet again, they will make the suggested 
changes, set specific standards and cross check definitions to be sure we need all that were proposed, then 
they will come back with revisions.  
 
Chairperson Roesler advises that the July meeting falls on July 4th, will we cancel or reschedule? 
 
Consensus was to reschedule to July 11th. Recording Secretary Dion to post change.  
 
PLANNING/ZONING UPDATE 
 
None 
 
COMMISIONER COMMENTS 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
ADJOURMENT 

Motion by Commissioner Warner, second from Commissioner Holman, 
ADOPTED, to adjourn the June 6, 2024 regular meeting at 7:10 p.m. 

                                                                                                                                                            6 AYES 
                                                                                                                                                       1 ABSENT 
                                                                                                                                                       
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Sally Dion, Recording Secretary 
Township of Fruitland                                                         


