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Introduction
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space are important
elements of all communities and provide many
recreational, social, and environmental benefits
that contribute to a high quality of life. Fruitland
Township has recognized the importance of
recreation planning and has chosen to take an active
role in the delivery of recreational opportunities
by updating the Parks, Recreation, Open Space,
and Natural Areas Plan. Recreation planning is
an exercise engaged by local governments to
anticipate change and promote development and
expansion of recreational facilities and services for
the benefit of its community. Parks provide people
with a place to gather, be active, socialize, and
connect with the environment and community.
Green infrastructure enhances the livability of a
community by increasing property values and
restoring natural systems. Access to parks and
green space has been proven to enhance the
quality of life by contributing to overall mental
and physical health. As the community evolves

over time, Township leaders continue to dedicate
themselves to improving recreational offerings for
residents. This plan represents the culmination of
the planning efforts of the community and local
officials, and reflects the Township’s desire to blend
available recreational resources and activities
with environmental and cultural elements of the
community.

PLAN PURPOSE
The Five-Year Master Plan for Parks, Recreation
Open Space, and Natural Areas serves as a logical
framework for guiding decisions concerning
park and recreation facilities as well as public
open space and natural areas in the Township. It
provides short and mid-range recommendations
for park facilities, programs, and services such
as maintenance operations, administration and
management, and capital improvements.
The Township recognizes the significant role that
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recreation plays in providing a high quality of life
and improved physical health of its citizens. This
appreciation has been manifested in this effort to
update the Master Plan with the hopes of improving
local park systems and public trails, promoting
the preservation of natural areas, and establishing
a strong commitment to strengthening a sense
of community. Data and direction is provided to
ensure that parks and recreation offerings are
aligned with the community needs and values.
The plan addresses current recreation issues
and identifies and prioritizes future needs of the
community and the means for meeting those
needs over the upcoming five-year period.

Mission Statement:

“To provide and maintain a safe,
valued and diverse recreational
environment for our Township
and community.”
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PLAN SCOPE
The scope of this plan includes suggestions for the
management, improvement, and expansion of
the recreation system within Fruitland Township.
The plan considers recreational facilities within
the county, neighboring townships, and school
district that are available to residents of Fruitland
Township.
Key planning issues are identified, a clear set of
goals and objectives are outlined, and specific
implementation strategies are delineated. The
scope will include all of the Township’s recreation
facilities, undeveloped open space, trail systems,
and recreational programming. The scope of
the planning effort is limited to the Township
boundaries. However, consideration is also made
of regional facilities that influence use patterns.
The use of Township facilities by residents living
in the surrounding communities, which may have
limited recreation facilities of their own, is also a
consideration of the planning process. In terms of
an implementation time line, the Action Program
section of this document covers development
over the next five years.
This plan has been developed to reflect the
changing needs and goals of the Fruitland
community and therefore the recommendations
and implementation strategy may be periodically
monitored and updated as needed or as
opportunities arise. This plan meets the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources requirements for
qualifying for Federal and State funding assistance.
These funds are available for land acquisition,
facility development and improvements to new
and existing park lands.
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Community Description
PLAN JURISDICTION
The following pages describe the jurisdiction
and focus of the master plan, provide a brief
overview of the community, and identify
important community based factors that should
be considered in parks and recreational planning.
This Master Plan has been prepared to serve
Fruitland Township and focuses on all aspects
of the Township’s parks and recreation facilities
and programs. Additionally, recreational facilities
and programs that serve adjacent communities
have been considered and incorporated into
this planning document. The plan is intended to
contribute to the quality of life for the residents
and visitors of the Fruitland community and
provide recreational experiences to the residents
in adjacent communities within the county.

REGIONAL SETTING

Muskegon County in the western lower peninsula
of Michigan, northwest of the City of Muskegon.
Bordered by Whitehall Township and the City of
Whitehall to the north, Dalton Township to the
east, Laketon Township to the south, and by Lake
Michigan to the west, Fruitland Township is the
largest Township in the County at approximately
39.7 square miles. The Township does not include
any Villages or City’s within its boundaries. Map
2.1 - Location Map shows the relationship of the
Township to neighboring communities.
Fruitland Township is primarily a rural-residential
community that includes a mostly undeveloped
wooded countryside dotted with summer lake
cottages. Township residents enjoy a quiet
lifestyle while still living within driving distance
of larger metropolitan cities such as Muskegon
and Grand Rapids.

Fruitland Township is located in northwestern
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Map 2.1 - Location Map
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In 1787 the Township came into existence
through the Northwest Ordinance passed by
Congress. The Township was organized by the
Board of Supervisors of Muskegon County in
October of 1869 as a general law township when
it was detached from Dalton Township. According
to the “Bicentennial History of Fruitland
Township” the name Fruitland, or “Land of the
Fruit” was chosen because the soil was thought
to be suitable for growing fruits of all kinds. The
early history of the area was centered on the
trading of the areas natural resources, primarily
animal pelts and lumber. As the lumber industry
phased out, the sawmills gave way to tourism,
fishing, swimming, and recreation, which is still
alive today.
Physical Characteristics
The topography of the Township ranges from
undulating in the northwest part of the Township
to relatively flat in the central and east areas,
averaging approximately 650 feet above sea
level. Along the shore of Lake Michigan is a belt
of rolling sand dunes that grow smaller and
become more scattered inland to the east. The
surrounding land is characterized by rolling
topography with numerous lakes, streams,
wooded areas, and wetlands. The Township
measures approximately 6 miles north to south
and approximately 5-7 miles east to west. For
an understanding of the vegetation, refer to the
Township’s Forest Stewardship Plan.
Climatology
Lake Michigan has a significant influence on the
climate of the Township. The lake temperature,
together with the prevailing westerly winds,
moderates seasonal temperature extremes
including heavy lake effect snow. Fruitland gets
some kind of precipitation, on average, 120
days per year and gets 34 inches of rain, and 76
inches of snow, on average, per year. Fruitland
is considered to have a humid continental
climate based on its seasonal precipitation and

temperature patterns (hot summers and cold
winters).
Soils
Soils within Fruitland impose mostly minor
constraints on development. In general, loam,
sandy loam, loamy sand, and clay soils are most
common. Soils around the lakes and along the
north half of the Township soils are sandy and
light but become a heavy clay loam mixed with
sand and gravel to the east and south. These
soils for the most part are well drained and wellsuited for agriculture. Physical limitations to their
development, when they do occur, exist because
of excessive slopes.

Geology
The bedrock of the Township was formed much
like that of the larger Great Lakes basin. During
the Precambrian era approximately three billion
years ago, volcanic activity resulted in the creation of the Canadian Shield. Over the next several million years the area was flooded over and
over again by marine seas, which resulted in the
deposition of salts, sand, silt, and clay. These sediments consolidated into shale, limestone, sandstone, halite, and gypsum that currently make up
the bedrock beneath the Great Lakes basin.
Water Resources
Most of the Township lies within the Duck Creek
Watershed which includes approximately 22
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square miles within the center of the Township. The major tributaries that contribute to this watershed
include Scholes Creek and Duck Creek, which are part of a wetland complex in western Dalton Township.
The northern part of the Township lies within the White River Watershed and the southern portion
of the Township lies within the Muskegon River Watershed. The most valuable water resource for the
Township is Lake Michigan which serves as the western boundary of the Township. There are three
smaller lakes in Fruitland which includes White Lake, an inlet to Lake Michigan, on the northern border
of the Township; Duck Lake which is two miles south of White Lake and is connected to Lake Michigan
by a small channel; and the smaller Muskrat Lake which is just south of Duck Lake. The Township is
characterized by Duck Creek which meanders through the Township and provides a valuable resource
to the community as part of the overall watershed. These water resources are valuable assets to the
Township and provide areas for wildlife, plant species, recreation, summer homes, tourism, and other
recreational based activities. Refer to the Duck Creek Watershed Management Plan for more detailed
information.
Many wetland and flood prone areas exist adjacent to lakes. Wetlands are a critical natural feature that
help collect and store precipitation and run-off, regulate the movement of water within watersheds,
and serve as filters for sediments and organic matter. Lakes, rivers, and wetlands have proven to be
valuable resources for the community and it is essential to protect these natural resources. The total
area of water surface in the Township is approximately 3.16 square miles.
Lake Michigan
Lake Michigan’s name is derived from the Ojibwa word Michi Gami, meaning “large lake.”
It spans the entire west coast of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, and it is the only one of the five Great
Lakes that is located entirely within the United States. Michigan’s third largest lake with a water surface
area of 22,300 square miles, Lake Michigan’s expansive shoreline boasts several stunning dune regions.
Fruitland Township is home to approximately 14.83 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline and includes the
White Station Lighthouse.and Museum. Fruitland Township benefits from Lake Michigan which provides
a unique climate that creates a favorable environment for growing a wealth of agricultural products.
In addition the lake is a destination for tourism and a wide range of recreational based opportunities.
White Lake
White Lake is formed by the White River near its mouth on Lake Michigan and is the largest lake in
Muskegon County at 2,571 acres. The City of Montague, Montague Township and White River Township
are on the north side of the lake. The City of Whitehall, Whitehall Township, and Fruitland Township are
on the south side of the lake. The lake takes its name from the white clay that long formed around its
banks, which in the 18th and 19th centuries was used for washing by the lake’s Ottawa residents. The
Ottawa called the lake Waabigankiishkbogong, meaning “The Place of White Clay”.
Duck Lake
Duck Lake was formed when glacial activity in the Upper Great Lakes basin caused the water levels in
Lake Michigan to be extremely low. When the glaciers melted the water levels in Lake Michigan began
to rise, the river channel was flooded creating Duck Lake. Duck Lake is approximately 271 acres and is
considered a “drowned river mouth lake”, which include an extensive wetland complex where the river
and lake meet, and a small channel that connects the “drowned” river with Lake Michigan. Duck Lake
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is designated by the MDNR as a Type F Trout Lake and is open to year-round fishing. Other types of fish
that can be found include bass, crappie, panfish, and bluegill.
Transportation
Fruitland Township is served by one major highway, M-31 which runs north to Ludington and south
to Holland. M-31 also connects Fruitland Township to I-96 which runs southeast to Grand Rapids.
The distance from major highways has helped the Township maintain its rural township identity, but
transportation links are sufficient to encourage continuing development.
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SOCIOECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
The review of trends in population growth is helpful in developing an understanding of the Township’s
recreational needs. Also reviewing other demographic indicators such as age, education, income, and
employment trends can assist in determining the type of recreational facilities that may be needed or
desired and will allow facilities and programs to keep pace with demand.
Population Trends
Current demographic information was gathered from the recently competed 2020 US Census. As
of 2020, Fruitland Township has a population of 5,793 which represents a 10.6% increase from the 2000
Census. The Township has experienced an overall modest increase in population in the last 20 years
compared to other municipalities in the region. Table 2.1 delineates population growth in the Township
over the last 50 years. It is important to recognize that there is a sizable increase in population during
the summer months due to many seasonal visitors/residents that travel to the area for summer homes
and lake recreation. Park and recreation facilities need to account for this seasonal influx of residents.
To put the Township’s rate of growth into perspective, it is important to compare growth comparisons
with adjacent communities. This is useful in attempting to forecast areas of future growth in the area
as well as future demands on the Township’s park system. Table 2.2 illustrates population growth
comparisons with adjacent communities as well as the County and State. The table shows the growth
rate in the Township has been slower than the easterly Township of Dalton, but stronger than other
adjacent communities and the County.
Table 2.1: Fruitland Township Population Growth - Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Year
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010
2020

Population
3,200
4,168
4,391
5,235
5,543
5,793

# Change
968
223
844
308
250

% Change
30%
5.3%
19%
5.9%
4.5%

Table 2.2: Population Comparison- Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Community
Dalton Twp
Laketon Twp
City of Whitehall
City of Montague
Muskegon County
State of Michigan
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2000
Population
8,047
7,363
2,884
2,407
170,200
9,938,444

2010
Population
9,300
7,563
2,706
2,361
172,188
9,883,640
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2020
Population
9,427
7,626
2,944
2,373
175,824
10,077,331

% Change
2000-2020
10.6%
3.6%
2.1%
-1.4%
3.3%
14%

Age
The median age of the Township is 45, which is
12.6% older than the County as a whole (39.3) and
11.8% older than the State of Michigan (39.7). The
median age represents the mid-point in the range
of all ages within the Township. Understanding
the age demographics is useful in identifying
the type of recreational facilities that may be
needed, desired, or over provided. For example, a
younger population may desire more active types
of facilities while an aging population may desire
more passive types of facilities.
Table 2.3 illustrates the breakdown of population
based on age (based on 2020 census).
Table 2.3 Population by Age - Data Source: U.S.
Census Bureau

Age
Female
Male
Under 18
18 and Over
18-24
25-34
35-49
50-64
65 and over

Persons
2741
3052
1,206
4,587
480
636
1,079
1,235
1,157

Percentage
47.3
52.7
20.8
79.2
8.3
11
18.6
21.3
20

active families, as well as accessible facilities for
the aging population. The high percentage of the
older population is consistent with the nationwide
increase to the aging population led by the Baby
Boomer generation.
Persons with Disabilities
The proportion of the population with some
type of disability should be considered when
planning parks and recreational facilities and
programs. The Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 mandates that all public services, including
park facilities, be barrier-free. As the population
ages, the proportion with one or more disabilities
generally increases, and this trend is consistent
for the Township. Disabilities may include vision,
cognitive, auditory, neurological, ambulatory,
self care, and living independently difficulties.
According to the U.S. Census data, it is estimated
that in 2019 approximately 16.8% of Township
residents live with a disability, with 84% of those
individuals being 65 years and older. These figures
indicate that, while the Township population is
modest, there still exists an important contingent
of residents who rely on more accessible places to
recreate.
Income
A successful parks and recreation system includes
providing affordable recreational opportunities to
the community. It is important to understand the
availability of disposable income for recreation
within the community as household incomes
vary within the region. According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, the estimated median household
income level is $65,909 for the Township Table 2.4
illustrates the median household income of the
Township compared to other nearby communities.
The median income level in the Township is about
29% higher than that of the county ($50,854) and
about 15% higher than the State of Michigan.
($57,144).

A moderate pattern for family oriented recreation
is reflected in the age distribution with almost
1/3rd (29.6%) of the population in the 25-49 age
group. Almost 21% of the population falls in the
18 and under age range, suggesting there may
be some need for youth-oriented facilities. The
highest population group, about 41.3% of the
population falls in the 50 and older age group,
suggesting the need for senior-oriented facilities.
The 18-24 age group makes up the smallest
portion of the population, likely due to lack of
major universities and emerging professional
job opportunities. The age distribution reflects a
need for park and recreation facilities for young, As shown in the table, income is lower in the
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Township compared to the adjacent Townships
but higher than adjacent cities. This level of
income in the Township could make it possible
to secure certain types of grants, but may not
support the concept of a park millage.
Table 2.4 Median Household Income - Data Source:
U.S. Census Bureau

Fruitland Township
Dalton Township
Laketon Township
City of Whitehall
City of Montague
Muskegon County

$65,909
$71,570
$67,222
$45,027
$40,677
$50,854

The land use in the Township is made up of a
mix of rural and suburban residential areas and
dense lake front properties. The rural residential
development consists of farmsteads, large-lot
residential estates, and single family homes
on various size lots. Suburban areas include
subdivisions and manufactured housing as well as
large lake side homes and multifamily apartments.
According to the U.S. Census data, there are a total
of 2,669 housing units in the Township of which
2,214 are occupied. Commercial development is
primarily concentrated along the northeast and
east corridor of Whitehall Road and M-31.

Employment
Residents of the Township are employed in a
range of employment categories manufacturing,
retail, services, sales, and health care. The work
distribution total employees include 59% white
collar and 40% blue collar jobs. According to
the US Census, the rate of unemployment in the
Township is 2.1%. This low rate indicates the local
economy is stable and that residents should be
able to continue to fund the parks and recreation
budget. Approximately 84.5% of residents work
within Muskegon County (U.S. Census). Given
that approximately 94% of residents drive
automobiles to work (U.S. Census), expanding the
current network of trails, pedestrian walkways,
and bicycle lanes may encourage residents to use
alternative modes of transportation which in turn
promotes a healthier lifestyle and high quality of
life.
Land Use
The land use distribution and development
pattern of a community is important when
considering the geographic distribution of parks
and recreational facilities because they should be
placed where there are concentrations of residents
and the related places of public gathering.
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Administrative Structure
Fruitland Township is categorized as a General Law Township under State of Michigan Law. The main
governing body of the Township is the Fruitland Township Board of Trustees, which is an elected body
that represents the interests of the Township citizens. The Township Board of Trustees is comprised of
the Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer, and four at-large Trustees. In addition to overall municipal management,
the Board of Trustees oversees the financial administration of the Township; develops coordinates, and
implements services; and strives to enhance the community to ensure a high quality of life for the
residents of the Township. The Township employs an Assessor, a Building Official, a Zoning Administrator,
and administrative employees for various departments.
The Township Supervisor serves as the chief administrative officer and works with the Board of Trustees
to coordinate and supervise the activities of staff, and implement the policy, programs, and projects
established by the board. Fruitland Township currently does not have an organized parks and recreation
department and staff. The Supervisor coordinates maintenance and operations; while the Township
Board makes decisions regarding park budgeting, grant application, land acquisition, facilities and
program development.
Planning Commission
The Planning Commission makes recommendations related to the adoption or amendments to the
zoning ordinance, conducts public hearings on various types of development proposals, and advises
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the Township Board on land use planning policy
through the master plan. There are 7 members of
the Commission and they serve 3 year terms.

of parks and other Township properties. Refer to
Figgure 3.2 Administrative Organization for Township departments.

Parks and Recreation Commission
The origins of the commission has an interesting
past. The Commission was created under Act
271 of 1931, as amended. However, this Act was
repealed in 1989. Accordingly, when that law was
repealed another was adopted in June of 1989.
The current law for township park commissions is
Act 157 of 1905. It appears from this statute that
a preexisting park commission would continue
subject to the provisions of the statute that
changed in 1989 and which changed again in
later years. Therefore, the Parks and Recreation
Commission is currently organized as a fivemember board, organized under Act 157 of 1905.
Additionally, in 1969, the voters of the Township
established a Parks and Recreation Commission
who under state law have responsibility for
properties turned over to the commission by the
Township Board.

Citizen Advisory Committee
The Township has recently formed this committee to review the many Township-owned vacant
parcels to determine if they can be repurposed
for park and recreation uses or preservation of
green space.

The Commission is a five-member commission
that serve four-year terms at regular election
cycles. The Commission has a part-time recording
secretary who handles the administrative duties
on behalf of the Commission. The Parks and
Recreation Commission has their own budget
which is adopted annually and approved by
the Board of Trustees. Sources of funding for
the Parks and Recreation Commission are from
Fruitland Township General Funds. The Parks and
Recreation Commission oversees the operation
of the park system and is responsible for all
recreational facilities, programs, activities, and
long-range planning.
Departmental Organizational Structure
The Township currently does not have a Parks and
Recreation Department or employ parks and recreation staff, however the Township does employ
maintenance staff that manages the maintenance
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Friends of Fruitland Trails
Friends of Fruitland Township Trails (FFTT) is a
non-profit organization of volunteers aiming to
build a trail network connecting natural resources, parks and public properties, historic sites,
cultural landmarks, and other existing trails to
develop a comprehensive trail system throughout the Township. The group plans and holds a
number of events to raise awareness, educate,
and raise funds for the development of trails.
Duck Creek Watershed Assembly
The Duck Creek Watershed Assembly was formed
to promote education and conservation related
to the Duck Creek Watershed, which makes up a
large portion of the Township. The mission of the
group includes: Study and document the biological processes that are active on the land and
in the water of the Duck Creek Watershed; Promote improvements to the watershed’s natural
ecology; and Educate the public, our community
leaders, and ourselves on the importance of a
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Figure 3.1 - Township Organizational Chart

Commissions and Boards

Citizens of Fruitland Township

Township Board

Parks and Recreation
Commission

Planning Commission

Zoning Board of Appeals

Figure 3.2 - Administrative Organization

Departments

Jeff Marcinkowski
Township Supervisor

Breann Fagan

Susan K. Bowen

Deborah Pachman

Clerk
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Treasurer

John Sorensen
Sustainability Center

Sally Dion
Deputy Clerk
Building & Zoning Coordinator
Cemetery Coordinator

Val Jensen II
Building / Zoning Official

Mary Mansfield
Building Secretary
Deputy Treasurer

Pete McCarthy
White Lake Fire Authority
Chief
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healthy, vigorous, and diverse natural ecology in
the Duck Creek Watershed
Recreational Programming
The Township does not provide recreational
programming for existing park facilities. The
Township has a partnership with White Lake
Community Education to operate seasonal
recreation programs and local sports leagues,
which includes Little League, Shorts and Sports,
and senior programs. The Township also partners
with the Sable Point Light Keepers Association
(SPLKA), by lease, to operate and maintain the
White River Light Station Museum and Grounds.
Budgeting and Funding
Fruitland Township parks and recreation
activities are funded with general fund dollars
by the Township Board of Trustees; there is no
separate park millage. Any additional sources
of income for parks and recreation come from
private donations and recreational based
grants. Management and operations of park
facilities is overseen by the Parks and Recreation
Commission, as well as annual budgeting and
allocation of funds for improvements to park
facilities.

Table 3.1: Budget for Parks and Recreation

Nestrom Park Maintenance
Community Services
Repairs and Maintenance
Capital Improvements
Staff Salary / Benefits
Seasonal Staff
Park Commissioner Meeting Pay
Misc.

Grant Inventory
Fruitland Township received a Land and Water
Conservation Fund Grant in 1984 (Grant #2601292) for improvements to Nestrom Park in
the amount of $37,500. Improvements included
shuffleboard courts, horseshoe pits, entry drive
with parking, picnic equipment, picnic shelter,
vault toilets, play equipment, and a water spigot.
The township has not received any Recreation
Passport or Trust Fund grants from the MDNR in
the past.

The operating budget for parks and recreation
is annually adopted by the Township Board
through the general fund for its fiscal year, which
begins April 1 of each year. To date the majority
of improvements in the Township have been
made as a result of private donations, income
from pavilion rentals, or expenditures from the
Township’s general fund.
The township’s overall budget for general
fund expenditures for 2021-2022 is $1,169,263
of which the Township Board has budgeted
$31,341 for parks and recreation. Table 3.1 below
delineates the township’s general fund budget
for culture and recreation.
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$2,850
$3,300
$7,600
$0
$10,798
$2,813
$2,880
$1,100
$31,341
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Inventory of Existing Parks,
Natural Areas & Recreation
Facilities
An inventory and analysis of the existing facilities was completed to understand the recreational
needs of the Township. The analysis provides a comprehensive perspective of the strengths and
weaknesses of existing recreational opportunities the Township currently offers its citizens. The
inventory is based on information provided by Township leadership, site inspections carried out by
VIRIDIS Design Group, National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) Standards, and informed
opinions of interested citizens who participated in the public input exercises as part of the planning
process.

Park Classi!cations
The NRPA has established generally recognized standards for classifying types of parkland based
on size and function which provide a means for determining the primary purpose or use of existing
facilities in a community. These designations have been adopted by the MDNR; and provide one
method of defining the purpose and use of facilities. Figure 4.1 below delineates the NRPA park
categories that apply to local parks.

Inventory of Existing Parks & Recreation Facilities
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Figure 4.1: Park Classi!cations
Park Type

General Description

Service
Area

Acres/1,000 Typical
Population Size

Mini

•

Small specialized parks that serve the needs of residents in the surrounding neighborhood.

< 1/4 mile

0.25 to 0.5
Ac

Neighborhood

•
•

Basic unit of park system that serves as the recreational 1/4 to 1/2
and social focus of the neighborhood.
mile
Provides both informal active and passive recreation.

Community

•
•

Meets community-based recreational needs.
Preserves unique landscapes and open spaces.

1/2 mile to 5.0 to 8.0 Ac 30-50
3 miles
acres

School Park

•
•

Facilities located on public school property.
Generally used for school athletic programs but are
also open to the public.

Determined by location of School
District property

Natural Resource
Areas

•

Lands set aside for preservation for significant natural
resources, remnant landscapes or aesthetics.

Determined by resource availability
and opportunity

Greenways

•
•

Linear parks generally measured in feet/miles.
Can link parks together to create a continuous park.

Determined by available resources
and location

Special Use

•

Broad range of parks and recreation facilities oriented
toward a single-purpose use.

Variable - dependent on use

Connector Trails

•

Multipurpose trails that emphasize safe travel for pedestrians to and from parks and around the community. Focus is on both transportation and recreation

Variable
Type 1 - Located outside road ROW
Type 2 - Located within road ROW

On-Street Bikeways

•

Paved segments of roadways that serve as a means to
safely separate bicyclists from vehicular traffic.

Variable
Bike Route - designated portions of
the road for exclusive use of bicyclists
Bike Lane - Shared portions of roadway that provide separation between
vehicles and bicyclists

2,500 s.f.
to 1 acre

1.0 to 2.0 Ac 5-10 acres

Mini Parks
Mini-parks are specialized facilities that serve a concentrated or limited population of specific group
such as tots or senior citizens. The service area of a mini-park is less than ¼ mile radius and the park
size is typically 1 acre or less. Based on size, Marcus Park fits this category.
Neighborhood Parks
A neighborhood park is the basic unit of the park system and typically serves a residential area of ¼
to ½ mile distance. A size of 5-10 acres is considered optimal for this type of park but can be up to 25
acres. The focus is typically on informal active and passive recreational activities. The Township does
not have any parks classified within this category.
Community Parks
Community-wide parks serve a broader purpose than neighborhood parks and provide a range of
facilities and areas capable of supporting structured and unstructured community participation.
These areas typically range between 30-50-acres in size and ½ to 3 mile service radius. They may
contain specialized recreational facilities such as swimming pools, community centers and lighted ball
diamonds. Community Parks should be serviced by arterial or connector streets and should be easily
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accessible from throughout their service area by
interconnecting trails. Fruitland has two parks
classified within this category.

and is suited to lighter use patterns. Although not
controlled by the Township, both Duck lake State
Park and Anderson Woods include Type 2 trails.

Natural Resource Parks
Natural resource areas are lands set aside for
preservation of significant natural resources,
landscapes and open space. These sites may be
unsuitable for development but offer natural
resource potential and can support recreational
activities at a level that preserves the integrity
of the natural resource. The location and size of
these parks are largely governed by availability.

Barrier Free Accessibility

Special Use Parks
Special use parks are areas for specialized
or single purpose recreational activities. The
specialized recreational activities may include
boat launches, swimming beaches, plazas or
squares, historic sites, stadiums, urban greenspaces, and nature centers. There are no generally
accepted standards for the size or service areas of
these parks. Location and size criteria are variable
and depend on the specific use of the site.
Trails and Greenways
Greenways tie park systems together and form
a continuous park environment. The location
and size of these parks are largely governed by
availability. Trails may be located within parks,
on an independent right-of-way, or within
the road right- of way. There are a number of
different types of trails that can provide both
transportation and recreation opportunities.
Connector trails are defined as “multipurpose
trails that emphasize safe travel for pedestrians to
and from parks and around the Community” (J.D.
Mertes and J.R. Hall, Park, Recreation, Open Space
and Greenway Guidelines, 1995). These trails are
generally located within the road right-of-way
and can be divided into two types. Type I has
separate paths for different user types, such as
pedestrians and bicyclists. Type II has mixed uses

Federal and State laws require all areas of
public service to be accessible to all persons
including those with limited sight, hearing,
mobility, and comprehension. Developed park
facilities must comply with barrier-free design
standards. Park facilities in Fruitland Township
have been reviewed to understand the need
for improvements relating to barrier-free
accessibility. In addition, as park development is
considered in the future, barrier-free accessibility
is a significant priority item to help ensure that
recreation can be enjoyed by all residents and
visitors of the Township. Following is a ranking
system in accordance with MDNR standards:
0 = Completely undeveloped, no paved surface,
left in a natural state.
1 = None of the facilities in the park meet
accessibility guidelines.
2 = Some of the facilities meet accessibility
guidelines.
3 = Most of the facilities meet accessibility
guidelines.
4 = All of the facilities meet accessibility
guidelines.
5 = Universal design guidelines were used to
design the entire park.

Inventory of Existing Parks & Recreation Facilities
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Fruitland Township Facilities
Fruitland Township has a variety of park spaces and other public recreational facilities that are used
and available to residents from the Township and surrounding areas. Many of the parks contain natural
features such as lakes, creeks, or wooded areas, or sand dunes. Key activities within the Township parks
include walking, hiking, swimming, boating, fishing, picnicking, grilling, court games, field sports, and
other passive uses including nature observation or family get-togethers. The existence of the many
water resources such as Lake Michigan, Duck Lake, and White Lake provide year round activities
including fishing and boating. The lakes attract many tourists from other communities during the
summer months
The Existing Recreation Facilities Map (Map 4.1) illustrates the location of public park/recreation areas
within the Township, the Existing Recreation Facilities Inventory (Table 4.1) provides a summary of the
facilities provided at each site, and the School Recreation Facilities Inventory (Table 4.2) provides a
summary of the facilities provided by the schools.
Vacant Land
The Township owns multiple vacant parcels of land around the Township that could be used for park
and recreation. The Township has created a Citizens Advisory Board to investigate the potential land
uses for these sites. Potential uses of these sites may include: pocket parks, trail head, boat access,
restrooms, nature trails, playgrounds, or open space preservation.
Lake Public Access Sites
There are five lake access points, four on White Lake and one on Lake Michigan, within the Township.
The four access sites on White Lake include: White Lake Drive, Nestrom Road End, Lamos Road, and
Scenic Drive. These are considered road ends and are owned by the Muskegon County Road Commission
(MCRC). Historically the MCRC has cooperated with the township to provide a varying degree of public
access. The Scenic Drive access is the best site with a dock, life jacket station, porta-jon, and trash
receptacle provided under a road commission permit by the Township. A partnership between Fruitland
Township and the White Lake Association funds the maintenance of the Scenic Drive Road end, launch
area dock and life jacket station. At both the Nestrom Road End and the White Lake Drive Access Sites,
varying lake levels may make boat launching difficult. The Lamos Road Access is a path only. Parking is
less than desirable at each site. McMillan Road End has access to Lake Michigan. With township funding,
along with private funding and help from the Muskegon Conservation District and volunteers, a 75step stairway was installed for easier access to the Lake. High lake levels provide access challenges and
at times the stairs are unusable due to the high water.
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Marcus Park
Location: Scenic Drive / West end of Duck Lake
Size: 0.38 Ac
Accessibility Assessment: 1
Park Type: Mini
Description
Marcus Park is located at the west end of Duck
Lake along Scenic Drive at the west end of the
Township. The Park has a small sandy beach,
picnic tables, one grill, a swing set, slide, bike
racks and bench. The site offers opportunities
for swimming, fishing, and non-motorized water
craft (canoes/kayaks). The park does not have
any parking spaces but users can park along the
side of the road. The park includes unique terrain
between the road and the lake as the as there
are hilly areas that users can climb to get a birdseye view of the park. Parts of the site include
a red oak dominated wooded area providing
aesthetic qualities and shade. The park provides
opportunities for observation of flora and fauna.
Accessibility Assessment

Needs and Opportunities

•

•

•
•
•

There are no barrier free pathways to any of
the site amenities or the lake.
There are no barrier free parking spaces.
The play equipment is not barrier free.
The site furnishings are not barrier free.

•
•
•

•
•
•

Consider providing barrier free pathways in the
park, to the lake, and to the amenities.
Consider adding restroom facilities or a barrier
free portable toilet.
Consider adding designated parking spaces
including a signed barrier free space.
Consider adding a boardwalk on the lake to
provide access for fishing and non-motorized
watercrafts.
Consider upgrading playground facilities with
more modern and barrier free equipment.
Addition of barrier free grills and picnic tables
would allow all users to enjoy the site.
Follow the recommendations of the previously
developed Forestry Management Plan
including removal of invasive species, remove
diseased vegetation, and plant new native
trees.

Inventory of Existing Parks & Recreation Facilities
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Nestrom Park
Location: 4545 Nestrom Road
Size: 31.23 Ac
Accessibility Assessment: 2
Park Type: Community
Description
Nestrom Park is located on the west-central area
of the township and is contiguous to Duck Lake.
The site includes the Township Hall building and
functions as an open area for family gatherings
and community events. The park offers the
following amenities to township residents: swing
set, play set, shuffleboard, horseshoes, tennis
courts, pickleball, pavilions, picnic tables, grills,
restroom facilities, a baseball field, and a soccer
field. A portion of the Park is heavily wooded and
offers walking trails and as well access to Duck
Lake via two stairways.

Accessibility Assessment

Needs and Opportunities

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•
•
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Parking lot has barrier free spaces marked
with signage however there is not a barrier
free pathway from the spaces to park
amenities.
Most amenities do not have barrier free
pathways to them.
There is no accessible route to the tennis
courts, or to the baseball field player
dugouts.
There is no paved path to the playground
Grills and picnic tables are not accessible.
Consider the addition of picnic tables and
grills that can accommodate all users.
Restroom facilities are accessible.
The baseball field does not have a viewing
area near the for wheelchairs.
Lake access is lacking pathways and stairs
create a barrier for some users.

•
•

•
•

•

•
•

Tennis courts are in need of repair.
Consider adding barrier free pathways to
connect all amenities including the parking
lot.
Consider adding barrier free viewing areas
for the baseball field, soccer field and tennis.
The existing pavilion/restroom structure
appear to be in good condition. Consider the
addition of another permanent restroom.
Consider improving lake access with barrier
free paths and boardwalk/decks.
Consider improvements to the baseball field
including scoreboard, bleachers, dugouts,
and irrigation.
Consider improvements to the soccer field
including increased size, benches, and
irrigation.
Consider adding sand volleyball.
Consider adding a dog run.

Fruitland Township Master Plan for Parks, Recreation, Open Space, & Natural Areas

Duck Lake Road Park /
Duck Lake Natural Area
Location: Duck Lake Road
Size: 6.32 Ac (Park) 304.6 (Natural Area)
Accessibility Assessment: 1
Park Type: Community
Description
Duck Lake Road Park is a 6.32 acre undeveloped
wooded site located in the center of the
Township, adjacent to the 304.6 acre Duck
Lake Natural Area. The sites form one large
recreational area that provides informal walking
paths, opportunities for nature observation, and
general enjoyment of nature. The site is divided
by Duck Creek and Scholes Creek and contains
a mostly wooded terrain with oak barrens and
planted timber pine trees. The southern end of
the site, along Duck Lake Road, includes a small
parking area and a Township Fire Hall. The park
is currently used for hiking, walking, hunting,
and recreational vehicles. Refer to the Duck
Creek Natural Area Planning Document for more
detailed information.
Accessibility Assessment

Needs and Opportunities

•

•

Since the site is undeveloped, currently
there are no barrier free pathways or parking
areas. Future development should consider
adding barrier free facilities as part of the
development.

•

•

•

•
•

Consider developing a parking lot / trailhead
space with barrier free parking and access,
site furnishings, and wayfinding signage.
Develop a system of all-season trails
throughout the property with both nature
trails and accessible hard surface trails.
Consider wayfinding signage throughout
the park for self-guided nature trails
and educational opportunities for plant
identification and water quality awareness
through interpretive signage.
Develop a stewardship program to help
manage the existing natural resources,
protect ecologically sensitive habitats, and
remove invasive species.
Consider pedestrian bridges at the existing
creeks to provide access to the entire site.
Set aside areas to allow the continuation of
hunting and recreational vehicles.
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White River Light Station Museum
Location: Lake Michigan
Size: 1.145Ac
Accessibility Assessment: 3
Park Type: Special Use
Description
The White River Light Station Museum is located
in the upper-most northwestern corner of the
Township and includes a museum, walking
paths, parking lot, vault toilets, a pier along
the White River Channel, and beach access to
Lake Michigan. The light station dates back to
1875 and the museum documents its history
and features nearly 1,000 artifacts primarily
representing the history of shipping on the Great
Lakes. The property is owned by the Township,
but is managed by the Sable Points Lighthouse
Keepers Association (SPLKA). In addition to the
site features, SPLKA provides many educational
opportunities and holds a number of activities
and events through out the year.

Accessibility Assessment

Needs and Opportunities

•

•

•

•

•
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There are many accessible paths around
the site but there are opportunities to add
additional pathways to make the entire site
accessible. Currently the pier pathway is
separated by stairs from the light station site.
Barrier free access between the parking lot
and the light station should be improved
with additional accessible pathways.
The light station is not accessible due to
stairs but could prove challenging to modify
the historic structure.
The restrooms are accessible.

•

•
•
•

Consider accessible access to the light
station structure.
Designate / sign barrier free parking spaces
and add accessible paths between the
parking lot and light station.
Provide accessible routes to the pier.
Consider adding wayfinding signs to the site
as it is not clear how to get to the parking lot.
Consider adding restroom facilities or
change the portable toilet to a permanent
one.

Fruitland Township Master Plan for Parks, Recreation, Open Space, & Natural Areas

Public Access Sites
Location: Various locations
Size: Varies - within road right of ways
Accessibility Assessment: 1
Park Type: Special Use
Description
There are four lake access sites on White Lake
and one on Lake Michigan. The sites on White
Lake include White Lake Drive, Nestrom Road
End, Lamos Road, and Scenic Drive and are
considered road ends owned by the County
Road Commission. These sites include motorized
lake access, opportunities for fishing, life
jacket stations, launch docks, and minimal site
furnishings such as trash receptacles. The site on
Lake Michigan includes the McMillian road end
and includes a 75-step stairway for easier access
to the lake. These sites do not include designated
parking lots due to limited space. At times high
water levels impede the use of these sites.

Accessibility Assessment

Needs and Opportunities

•

•

•

There is no barrier free parking or accessible
routes to the access sites.
The stairway at McMillian does not have an
accessible path to it.

•
•
•

Consider finding a way to provide
designated parking areas.
Provide barrier free accessible pathways to
the launches.
Repair the damaged stairs at McMillian.
Consider general improvements to all of the
access sites including docks, site furnishings,
and pathways.
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Cemeteries
Although cemeteries are not considered recreational in nature and do not have programed
recreational events, they do provide open green space, a place to walk and meditate, and they serve
as points of historic interest. There are three cemeteries located in Fruitland Township, one that is
managed and maintained by the Township. Fruitland Township Cemetery is located at Bard Rd and
Lorenson Rd, Duck Lake Cemetery which is located on Scenic Drive and is within Duck Lake State Park,
and Historic West Cemetery located in the dunes of Lake Michigan and includes unmarked graves
with a sign describing approximate burial dates.

Inventory Summary Table
The table below summarizes the inventory of public-owned parks located within the Township
boundaries. These parks, as well as the County Parks discussed, will be input into the analysis in
Chapter Five to assess whether there are adequate amounts of parkland available to area residents.
The table shows the type of park, the number of acres, and the facilities provided for all the parks
located within the Township boundary (which includes one State park). The table provides a barrierfree assessment ranking for Township controlled parks.

1

1

x
x
x
x
x
x

x
x
x
x

x
x

x
x

1
1

1

2

2/2

1

2

3
5

x
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x

1
3

4

x
x

x
4

Beach /
Swimming
x
x

4

* Park type codes are as follows: M = Mini; N = Neighborhood; C = Community; R = Regional; S = Special Use
Barrier Free Ranking was only done for Township owned parks
* Court Games include shuffleboard and horseshoes
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Boat Launch

Court Games

Parking

Tennis / Pickleball

Picnic Shelters

Restrooms

Playgrounds

-

1

Walking Trails

728
1,071

1

Natural Features

1
2
1
1
3
1

Soccer Fields

0.38
31.23
6.32
304.6
1.145
n/a

Baseball / Softball

Barrier Free Rank

Fruitland Township Parks
Marcus Park
M
Nestrom Park
C
Duck Lake Rd Park
C
Duck Lake Nature Area C
Light Station Museum S
Road End Accesses
S
State Parks
Duck Lake State Park
R
Total

Acres

Park Type

Table 4.1: Parks and Facilities Inventory

x

x
x

x
1

x
5

Map 4.1 - Existing Recreational Areas and Facilities Map
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Regional Park Facilities
Regional facilities may offer unique natural
features that are particularly suited for outdoor
recreation, such as viewing and studying nature,
observing wildlife habitats, fishing, boating,
hiking, hunting, and trail use. They may include
active play areas and organized recreation as
well as historical or cultural interest uses. While
these parks are not used for formal programming
by Fruitland Township, they are public facilities
that provide recreational opportunities for the
residents of the township. There are a wide
range of regional facilities available to Fruitland
Township residents within a close proximity.
Federal and State Facilities
There are a number of Michigan State Parks that
provide recreational opportunities to residents
of the township and the region as well as one
Federal facility. These facilities provide a variety
of activities including camping, picnicking,
swimming, hunting, fishing, snowmobiling,
hiking, cross-country skiing, mountain biking,
and horseback riding.
Huron-Manistee National Forests Lying
between the shores of Lake Michigan and Lake
Huron in the northern half of the Lower Peninsula
of Michigan, is the nearly one-million-acre HuronManistee National Forests. The Forests offer yeararound motorized and non-motorized recreation
opportunities. Most popular are the trails and
campgrounds along four nationally designated
Wild and Scenic Rivers such as the Pine, Manistee,
Au Sable and Pere Marquette.
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Muskegon State Park is 1,233 acres, located on
the north side of Muskegon in the central area of
Muskegon County. The park includes three miles
of Lake Michigan shoreline and one mile along
Muskegon Lake. Activities include camping,
hiking, picnic areas, swimming, fishing, crosscountry skiing, sledding hill, and an olympian
designed luge.
P.J. Hoffmaster State Park is 1,200 acres, located
on the south end of Muskegon. The park offers
three miles of Lake Michigan shoreline, camping,
sand dune climb, 10 miles of trails, picnicking,
restrooms, swimming, and cross country skiing.
County Facilities
Muskegon County provides a variety of large
public park spaces in close proximity to Township
residents. Other regional public facilities located
within approximately 30 miles of the Township
are considered to serve Township residents. The
following County Parks are available to Township
residents:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blue Lake County Park
Deremo County Park
Fairchild County Park
Meinert County Park
Moore County Park
Muskegon County Fairgrounds
Patterson County Park
Pioneer County Park
Twin Lake County Park

Duck Lake State Park is a 728-acre facility that
features a picnic shelter, swimming beach and
boat launch on the north shores of Duck Lake
and Lake Michigan.

Other Local Facilities
Other municipalities adjacent to the Township
provide many regional park and recreational
facilities that serve Fruitland Township residents.
The larger parks include:

Muskegon State Game Area is 15,345 acres and
located in central Muskegon County and part of
Newago County. It is primarily used for hunting,
fishing, hiking, and nature observation.

City of Whitehall
Funnell Field
Lions Park
Svenson Park
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White River Floodplain
Village of Lakewood Club
Fox Lake Park
City of Montague
Medbery Park
Laketon Township
Mullally Park

Musketawa Regional Trail is a 26-mile paved
trail that connects Muskegon and Grand Rapids.

School Facilities
The children in Fruitland Township attend one
of two districts, the Whitehall District Schools
and the Reeths-Puffer School District. Both
districts maintain larger school complexes which
house the middle and high schools, with smaller
elementary school sites scattered throughout the
community.

Dalton Township
Beegle Sports Park
Equestrian Trail

Because they are not owned by the township,
and are subject to close at the discretion of the
respective school boards, school facilities are not
Pathways and Trails
officially counted toward the inventory. However,
Pathways and trails provide excellent recreational school facilities such as open space, gymnasiums,
opportunities, and can act as secondary
meeting rooms, athletic fields, and playgrounds
transportation routes, often connecting key parks all contribute to the larger recreation system
with other destinations or places. The Township
available to the residents. Below is a description
has one trail system slightly within its boundaries, of the school facilities.
although it is not controlled by the Township.
Whitehall District Schools
There are park trails available in Duck Lake State
The Whitehall Public School District includes
Park, and the privately owned Anderson Woods.
four schools: Shoreline Elementary, Helen Ealy
Other regional trail systems include:
Elementary, Whitehall Middle School, and
Fred Meijer Berry Junction Rail Trail is a 11.5Whitehall High School. Each school facility
mile stretch of an abandoned Railway that as
has various recreational facilities, including
converted into a non-motorized trail. The rail
playgrounds, tennis courts, softball and baseball
connects Muskegon to Hart and passed through
fields, soccer fields, and a full size athletic track
the northeast corner of the Township.
with a football/soccer field inside and bleachers
on both sides. These facilities are mainly centered
Hart-Montague Regional Trail is a 22.7-mile
within the City and grouped together, aside
trail between Hart and Montague.
from the facilities at Whitehall High School
which are more removed from most residential
Laketon Trail is a 4-mile trail that connects the
neighborhoods. Together, these facilities provide
Lakeshore trail and Musketawa trail.
approximately the same level of service as a
Community Park.
Mosquito Creek Trails is a 11-mile single track
multi-use trail located in central Muskegon.

Reeths-Puffer School District
Muskegon Lakeshore Trail features an 11.2-mile The Reeths-Puffer School District includes
biking, hiking and cross-country trail that follows eight schools: Reeths-Puffer High School,
Reeths-Puffer Middle School, Reeths-Puffer
an old railroad corridor through Muskegon.
intermediate School, Central Elementary,
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Reeths-Puffer Elementary, Twin Lake Elementary,
Pennsylvania Elementary, and McMillian Early
Childhood Center. Each school facility has various
recreational facilities, including playgrounds,
tennis courts, softball and baseball fields, soccer
fields, and a full size athletic track with a football/
soccer field inside and bleachers on both sides.
These facilities are mainly grouped together
north of Muskegon. Together, these facilities
provide approximately the same level of service
as a Community Park.

Michigan’s Adventure Amusement Park
is located on 250 acres of land with 84 acres
located in Fruitland Township. It is home to an
amusement park and water park with over 46
rides and attractions including a world-class
wooden roller coaster, shivering timbers roller
coaster, mammoth river and lazy river water rides
just to name a few and a host of kiddie rides and
attractions. There are a wide variety of dining
options to choose from.

Bowling
Quasi-Public Facilities
Bob Hi Lanes
Northway Lanes & Billiards
Some facilities exist that are available for public
Pine Crest Lanes
use but are not owned by the public. These
Rocket Pocket Billiards
facilities are owned through private-public
partnerships or non-profit groups. The only quasi- Kat’s Alley & Tomahawk Lane
public facility in Fruitland Township’s service area Sherman Bowling Center & Billiard
consists of a natural area for passive enjoyment
Camp Grounds
or educational enrichment.
Crockery Creek RV Par
Anderson Woods Nature Preserve In 2015, the Duck Creek RV Resor
Land Conservancy of West Michigan (a non-profit KOA of Muskegon
organization) worked successfully with the local
Lake Sch-Nepp-A-Ho
community to protect the 73 acre Anderson
Oak Knoll Family Campground
Woods Nature Preserve. A two-mile wheelchair
Trailway Campground
and stroller accessible trail system leads visitors
White River RV Park & Campground
through a towering oak and white pine forest
Wolf Lake Resort
interspersed with glades lush with blueberry and
Camps
wintergreen. Site also includes a small parking
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp
lot, interpretive signs, and benches along the
Camp Owasippe
trail.
Camp Pendalouan
Gerber Scout Camp
Private Recreation Facilities
Pioneer Trails
Several privately-owned recreation facilities
located in the area complement the public parks
discussed above. Although these facilities are
privately operated and often charge a use fee
or require membership, they are considered
because they do meet specific recreation needs.
A list of other local private facilities is provided
below.
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Canoe & Boat Rentals
3rd Coast Rentals
Beachside Kayaks
Duneshore Boating
Guy’s Ultimate Kayak Service
Happy Mohawk Canoe Livery
J Board (Stand Up Boards)
Living Water Adventures
Muskegon Lake Boat Rentals
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Putter’s Creek
South Shore Marine
Waterdog Outfitters
Weathervane Inn
Whitehall Landing
Charter Fishing Services
A-Zeke’s Charter Service
Action Salmon Charters
Blue Ice Charters
Code Blue Fishing Charters
Eggxcaliber Charters
Fishmas Charters
Fishsniffer Sportfishing Charters
Forever B. Young Charters
Getaway Charters
Great Lakes Guide Service
Jobsite Sportfishing LLC
KC-1 Sportfishing
Lucky Hat Charters
Margie J. Sport Fishing Charters
MI-Esox Guide Service
North Muskegon Charters
Reel Action Fishing Charters
Shelley Lee Charters
Spartacus Outdoor Adventures
SS Charters
Steelhead Charters
TKO Charters
Leisure Charter Services
Third Swan Charters LLC
Disc Golf Courses
McGraft Park- 18 Holes
Richards Park- 10 Holes
Ross Park- 9 Holes
Whitehall Disc Golf
Golf Courses
Bent Pine Golf Club
Chase Hammond Golf Course
Eagle Island Golf Club
Fruitport Golf Club
Hickory Knoll Golf Course

Lincoln Golf Club
Moss Ridge Golf Club
Muskegon Country Club
Oak Ridge Golf Club
Old Channel Trail Golf Course
Ravenna Creeks Golf Course
Stonegate Golf Club
University Park Golf Course
Westwind Golf Course
White Lake Golf Club

Terrace Point Marina
Torresen Marine
White Lake Moorings
White Lake Municipal Marina
Whitehall Landing

Ice Skating & Outdoor
Recreation
Muskegon Conservation Club
Muskegon Winter Sports
Complex
Lakeshore Sports Center
Mercy Health Arena
Indoor Recreational Facilities
Carr-Fles Planetarium
Folkert Community Hub
Johnson Hall Senior Community
Center
Kangaroo Palace
Mona Kai Recreation Building
Norton Pines Athletic Club
Norton Pines Sports Center
Planet 3 Extreme Air Park
Marinas
Bluffton Bay Marina
Crosswinds Marine Service
Ellenwood Landing Marina &
Yacht Club
Great Lakes Marina
Harbour Towne Marina
Hartshorn Municipal Marina
Lakeshore Yacht Harbour
Mona Lake Boat Club
Montague Marina
Muskegon Conservation Club
Muskegon Yacht Club
Pointe Marine Association
South Shore Marine

Museums
Caboose Museum
Fire Barn Museum
Hackley & Hume Historical
Homes
Holton Museum
Lakeshore Museum
Montague Museum
Museum of African American
History
Muskegon Heritage Museum
Muskegon Museum of Art
Nuveen Center for the Arts
Scolnik House of the Depression
Era
Outdoor Recreational Facilities
Bat’n Club Mini Golf
Craig’s Cruisers
Marsh Field Baseball Stadium
Muskegon Conservation Club
Putter’s Creek Mini Golf
Softball World
Seaway Gun Club
Performing Arts
Frauenthal Center for
Performing Arts
The Playhouse at White Lake
Muskegon Civic Theater
West Michigan Symphony
Roller Skating
Jumpin’ Jupiter Skate Center
Roller Fox
Historic Ship Museums
LST 393 WWII Landing Ship Tank
Milwaukee Clipper
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Recreation Programs
The Township does not administer recreational programming. Recreational programming is provided
through partnerships with local schools and other local organizations. The Township currently
partners with White Lake Area Community Education for the Sports N’ Shorts program which is held in
the summer time and includes certified staff led sports, arts and crafts, reading activities, games and
special programs, with local youth ages 5-12. This program provides a free lunch to all children under
17. The Township provides funds on a yearly basis to the White Lake Area Community Education for
use in administering senior programs and activities.
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Map 4.2 - Other Recreation Areas & Facilities
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Intentionally left blank
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Description of the Planning
and Public Input Process
During the early phase of the planning process background data was gathered from site
investigations and available reports in order to develop a current snapshot of the Township
and comprehensive understanding of the needs of the community. This chapter looks to access
community need for parks and recreation facilities against facility availability and program offerings.
There are a variety of methods for assessing community need for recreation services. This Plan uses
the combination of the following methods to identify the recreational needs of the Township:
1.Comparison to accepted recreation standards
2.Public / Stakeholder input
3.Analysis of demographic trends

Comparison to Accepted Recreation Standards
Recreation standards provide a benchmark for evaluating the relative adequacy or inadequacy of the
Township’s recreation system. The National Park and Recreation Association (NRPA) has established
recognized standards for classifying types of parkland based on size and function. These designations
have been adopted by the MDNR and provide one method of defining the purpose and use of
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facilities. This Plan has used as a guide, the 1996
Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway
Guidelines published by the National Recreation
and Park Association.

Analysis of the geographic distribution of park
facilities throughout the Township reveal that, in
general, the overall park service coverage is good
due to the following:

The NRPA guidelines offer park and recreation
standards that are applicable for recreation
planning, land acquisition, and development of
park, recreation and open space property at the
local level. By comparing the Fruitland’s available
facilities against the defined standards, minimum
acceptable park and recreation facilities are
identified and a program for achieving equal
distribution of parks and open space throughout
the community can be defined.

•

This plan will evaluate community need using
park service area standards and unit per
population standards. It should be noted that
these standards are to be used as a guide and
should be interpreted according to local needs,
trends, and current situations. The purpose of
recreation planning is to address the specific
needs of the community, based on its own
particular resources and resident preferences/
demands so that the plan best suits the
community’s desires for recreation.
Service Area Analysis
NRPA guidelines classify parks, open space, and
greenways in accordance with their size and the
role they play in the overall park system.
They include associated service areas for each
park type that indicate a minimum standard for
geographic balance and availability of each park
type in the community. Classifying parks in the
system ensures the entire community is served
by a wide range of park and recreational facilities.
Service areas for the parks types include:
•
•
•

34

Mini Parks
Neighborhood Parks
Community Parks

1/4 miles or less
1/4 to 1/2 miles
1/2 to 3 miles

•
•

•

Nestrom Park and Duck Lake Rd Park are
community parks and located in the center of
the Township.
Duck Lake State Park is located in the
Township.
The more densely populated areas and
neighborhoods within the Township are
served by lakes.
The north, east, and southern edges of
the Township are able to utilize existing
facilities, based on proximity, to the adjacent
communities of Whitehall, Dalton, and
Muskegon

There is some need for more park distribution
throughout the Township however as residents
who do not live near Nestrom Park are without
local Township controlled facilities. Also the
southwest and southeast corners of the Township
lack park service area coverage, however these
areas do not contain neighborhoods and contain
large tracts of rural land. The Township may
want to consider ways to augment the park
system with smaller parks that can provide a
geographical balance of local facilities. Refer to
Map 5.1 for a delineation of the service areas
within Fruitland Township.
Units Per Population Analysis
NRPA guidelines recommend a certain number
of park acres per units of population for
different types of park facilities, such as mini,
neighborhood, and community parks. This
represents the minimum amount of ground
space or number of activities needed to meet the
recreational demands of the community. These
standards are adapted to reflect the Township’s
character and compared with the Township’s
existing and projected population, as the
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demand may be greater or less than the national standard.
Passive and active recreation are the primary types of recreational uses. Passive recreation includes
less intense activities that are quiet and non-exertive for a limited numbers of users. Active recreation
requires space and facilities capable of accommodating exertive activities. Examples include: sports
fields, play apparatus areas, open areas, special facilities, such as pools and court areas, and areas for
organized activities. Recreation areas must provide for both types of use and preferably include a
variety of opportunities for each to respond adequately to a wide range of interests and age groups.
Figure 5.1 evaluates the Fruitland Township park system against this service standard, and against the
population service standards for each park classification as well. The 2020 Census figures were used
for the purposes of this analysis. Parks located outside of the Township but may have a service area
that overlaps the Township (such as County parks) were not included.
Per the 2021 NRPA Agency Performance Review, the typical park and recreation agency has 9.9 acres
of parkland for every 1,000 residents in the jurisdiction. For Fruitland Township that would equate to
approximately 57.35 acres of park land. Currently the Township provides 331.61 acres of park land which
would show a 274.26-acre surplus. This result is skewed due to most of the acreage attributed to one
park, the large undeveloped 300-acre Duck Lake Natural Area. If you were to exclude that site from the
calculation, the Township would be in a deficit of 25.74 acres. In general, with the large undeveloped park
Figure 5.1: Population Service Standard by Park Type

Park Classifications

NRPA
Acreage
Guideline (1)
Provided
Mini Parks
1.45
0.38
Neighborhood Parks
5.8
0
Community Parks
17.38
331.23
Total
53.18
331.61
(1) Minimum standard used from ranges
(2) A population of 5,793 was used per the 2020 Census data used

Surplus
(Deficit)
(1.07)
(5.8)
313.85
278.43

site, as well as the local Duck Lake State Park, the overall amount of park land available to the Township
residents appears sufficient. The analysis does show there is a need for Mini and Neighborhood parks,
therefore the Township may consider the addition of smaller parks to serve the residents’ daily needs.
Facilities Analysis
Facilities were analyzed to determine if the current amenities are adequate to meet the needs of
residents. This analysis includes facilities recommendations based on national averages, but also
considers the public input provided during this process and recent trends in recreation that could not
be anticipated when the national standards were developed in the 1980’s.
The NRPA standards are commonly used to evaluate the adequacy of parkland and facilities when
compared to local populations. They were developed a number of years ago, so they do not consider
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modern desires like dog parks, skate parks, splash parks or large recreational complexes that have
become more common in recent years. The standards establish a certain number of activity-specific
recreational facilities per population (e.g. 1 basketball court per 5,000 persons). Figure 5.2 below
evaluates the Hastings park system facilities in relation to the population service standards. The table
includes City-owned parks, but does not include school facilities.
Based on the comparisons in Figure 5.2, the Township meets or exceeds some of the suggested
number of facilities. While standards for comparison address the quantity of facilities desirable for
a particular number of persons, they do not address quality or location concerns. Consequently,
any community that has the appropriate numbers of facilities may not have facilities of a useful
or desirable quality, or may not have facilities located where they would be most accessible to
residents. This is true of some of the facilities in the Township. For example, the tennis courts are
in poor condition and in need of repair in order to be usable and the soccer field in Nestrom Park
Figure 5.2: Population Service Standard by Recreation Activity

Facility
Tennis
Playground
Baseball
Softball
Basketball (outdoor)
Volleyball
Soccer
Picnic Shelters
Football
Running Track
Swimming Pool
Gymnasium
Bicycle Route
Ice Rink (outdoor)
Auditorium
Community Center

NRPA
Guideline
1:2,000
1:3,000
1:5,000
1:5,000
1:5,000
1:5,000
1:10,000
1:2,000
1:20,000
1:20,000
1:20,000
1:5,000
1 System
1:20,000
1:20,000
1:20,000

NRPA
Recommendation
3
2
1
1
1
1
0
3
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0

Facilities
Provided
2
2
1
1
0
0
1
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Surplus
(Deficit)
(1)
0
0
0
(1)
(1)
1
(1)
0
0
0
(1)
(1)
0
0
0

is not regulation size or accessible to all. It is difficult to provide the breadth of facilities needed to
accommodate all the needs of the community in one park, therefore the Township may consider
exploring opportunities to expand the park system to be able to provide additional facility types.
Additionally, this comparison doesn’t take into account activities such as swimming, boating, fishing,
picnicking, and other nature and water-based activities, all of which are highly available within the
Township. It is important however to try to strike a balance between providing adequate active
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based recreational activities with passive based
recreation. Upon review of the overall park
system that exists within the Township, including
facilities owned by other municipalities, other
than tennis and basketball, there appears to
be adequate facilities overall. Based on the
analysis there is a need to add tennis courts and
basketball courts.

Public Input
Fruitland Township encourages its residents
to take an active role in planning for their
community’s recreational opportunities. Planning
plays an important role in maintaining the
quality of life in a community and therefore
must be responsive to citizen needs and desires
regarding parks and recreation. Community
outreach is one way of obtaining a perspective
on the needs and desires of the community and
engaging in a process that includes developing
realistic alternatives, formulating goals, policies,
and recommendations for public and private

decisions, developing criteria to measure change,
and involving people in the planning, design and
decision processes.
In order to ensure that the Township’s parks
and recreation offerings are aligned with the
needs of the community, and to understand the
community perception of the level of service
being provided, the Township engaged in a
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public input process.
Community Outreach
The community outreach process for this plan
included the following: an on-line survey, a
public input open-house workshop, a 30-day
public review period, and open Township Board
meetings. The input and opinions received at
these meetings helped the administration and
facilitator provide the basis for revising the
goals and objectives from the previous plan. The
analysis draws upon previous community surveys
that were completed in 2004, 2015, and 2019, as
well as a site assessment walk through that was
complete in 2019.
On-Line Survey
In October of 2021 the Township developed an
on-line survey to solicit input and ideas from its
residents regarding current use and future needs
of the Township’s parks, recreation and programs,
services, maintenance, and facilities. The survey
was conducted over an approximate 5-week
period using an on-line survey tool (Survey
Monkey).
The survey was promoted to the community
using a number of methods including:
publication in the Township monthly
E-newsletter, posting at Township Hall, and
through social media platforms including the
Township website and Facebook page. Onehundred and two (102) individuals elected to
fully complete the survey. Respondents were 52%
female and 42% male (6% chose not to answer).
Eighty-three (83) percent of the respondents
were Township residents. About 24.5% of the
respondents were in the 25-44 age group, and
36.27% were in the 45-64 age group which
indicates the results may focus on family and
senior recreation. See Figures 5.3 through 5.5 for
more detailed results of selected categories. The
Appendix contains the full survey results.
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Figure 5.3: Demographics of Survey Respondents
Gender

Survey Respondents

Age

Survey Respondents

Male
Female

42%
52%

Live in the Township

Survey Respondents

Yes
No

83%
17%

0-17
18-24
25-44
45-64
65-84
85+

0%
0.0%
24.51%
36.27%
38.24%
0.98%

Top Facilities with Most
Importance

Survey
Respondents

Top Ranked
Needed Facilities

Survey
Respondents

Nature Trail
Walking/Jogging
Biking
Swimming
Playground

57.84%
56.44%
43.56%
41.05%
34.38%

Walking/Nature Trails
Bike Path/Trails
Restrooms
Picnic Shelter
Dog Park

68.63%
60.78%
60.78%
33.33%
32.35%

Highest Desired
Community Events

Survey
Respondents

Top Ranked
Needed Programs

Survey
Respondents

Family Events
Run/Walk Events
Holiday Events
Sport Tournaments
Crafting Events

47.83%
47.83%
45.65%
29.35%
27.17%

Senior Programs
Fitness Classes
Nature Based
Winter Sports
Concert Series

44.57%
44.57%
41.30%
31.52%
30.43%

Park Visits

Survey Respondents

Daily
Weekly
Monthly
Every 6 Months
< Every 6 Months

0.98%
29.41%
37.25%
14.71%
17.65%

Reason Preventing
Park Use

Survey
Respondents

No amenities of
interest
Too busy
Lack Awareness
Other
Maintenance /
Cleanliness

38.38%

Figure 5.4: Patterns of Park Use

35.35%
34.34%
24.24%
17.17%
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Figure 5.5: Satisfaction Levels
Bene!ts of parks

Survey Respondents

Non-Township Parks

Survey Respondents

Improve Health
Preserve Open Space
Best Place to Live
Reduce Stress
Property Values

71.84%
68.93%
62.14%
51.46%
11.65%

Duck Lake State Park
Light Station Museum
White Lake
Neighbor Townships
Meijer Berry Rail Trail

99%
56.86%
51.96%
50%
46.08%

What to focus on for next
5-years

Survey
Respondents

Overall Appearance of
Parks

Survey
Respondents

Non-Motorized Trails
Nestrom Park
Marcus Park
Cleanliness
Expansion

47.06%
34.31%
32.35%
27.45%
27.45%

Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Unsure

9.8%
55.88%
26.47%
2.94%
4.9%

Public Input Workshop
Prior to development of the plan, the Township
solicited input and participation from the
residents of the Township through a public input
open house workshop. The workshop focused
on developing a general consensus among the
participants regarding current issues, needs,
desires, and deficiencies regarding parks and
recreation in the Township.
VIRIDIS Design Group led the workshop and
facilitated the discussions. The open house
took place on October 26th at 6:00 pm at the
Township Hall, with approximately 25 people
passing through. The meeting followed a typical
open house format to ensure a productive
outcome, but encouraged an open and informal
atmosphere. Attendees were encouraged to
engage in the process to provide perspective and
to think about the big picture, in other words the
attendees were asked to dream big.

convenience and spend as much or as little time
as they needed to provide input. Upon checking
in at the meeting, participants were provided
with a packet of information that included the
purpose of the meeting, project schedule and
process, and a questionnaire that asked for
information about the park system.
Participants circulated around three stations
that were facilitated by both Township and
VIRIDIS staff. The first station included maps of
Nestrom Park, Marcus Park, and Duck Lake Rd

The open house was set up with a two-hour
window so attendees could attend at their
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Park, and participants were asked to draw, make notes, and add sticky notes to the drawings with
their ideas and feedback. The second station included a dot polling station. Attendees were provided
with colored dots and presented with images of park and recreation facilities. Participants were then
asked to place dots on the images or amenities that they were most interested in seeing added to
the Township. The third station included Township wide maps, including maps delineating all of the
parcels owned by the Township. Participants were asked for opinions and feedback regarding future
development of the vacant parcels.
30-Day Public Review
Once a draft of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan was complete, citizens were provided with
a 30-day period to review and comment on the plan. A copy of the plan was made available at
the Township Hall for review by the public on December 13, 2021. The plan was published on the
Township’s website. Residents were notified of the draft report available for comment in a notice
on the Township website, the Township Hall, and advertised in the local newspaper, describing the
purpose of the 30-day review period. A copy of the notice that was published/posted is included in
Figure 5.6: Public Input Open House Results
Top desired facilities from dot polling.
Trails
Restrooms
Pickleball
Nature Play
Fitness Classes

What should the Township consider for long
term system-wide improvements?
Upgrade existing park facilities
Recreational Programs
Maintenance
Non-motorized trails
Land acquisition

What are three long term goals the Township
should focus on related to park investment?
Walking and nature trails
Restroom facilities
Improve water access
Bike Trails
Pickleball

What are the top five goals to improve Marcus
Park?
Restrooms
Parking
Paths / access
Lighting / safety
Docks / water access

What are the top five goals to improve Nestrom
Park?
Walking and nature trails
Water access
Improvements to baseball and soccer fields
Additional restrooms
Pickleball

What are the top five goals to improve Duck
Lake Road Park?
Paved parking lot / trail head
Expanded trail network - paved and nature
Pedestrian bridge over Duck and Scholes Creek
Interpretive signs
Maintain hunting / ORV use
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the Appendix.
Public Hearings and Meetings
On January 12, 2022, the Fruitland Township
Parks and Recreation Commission reviewed
and discussed the Parks and Recreation Master
Plan at their regularly scheduled meeting. On
January 19, 2022 the Fruitland Township Board
of Trustees held a public hearing to review
the plan and accepted input at its regularly
scheduled meeting prior to adoption. Both of
these meetings were open to the public and
presented the opportunity for the public to
review and comment on the Plan and make
recommendations. Meeting minutes, meeting
notices, and recommendations can be found in
the Appendix.

and public space usage, with about 50% being
parents, active adults, and those 25 and under.
This trend is likely to continue as the pandemic
continues and outdoor recreation options
become more popular.
According to the Outdoor Participation Topline
Report 2020, by the Outdoor Foundation,
50.7% of the U.S. population, ages 6 and over,
participated in outdoor recreation in 2019, which
in Fruitland would equate to 2,896 people. In
addition, the report states that the Midwestern
region of the US, which includes Michigan, has
the second highest rate of outdoor participation
in the Country. Of those who participate in
outdoor recreation nationally it is split 54% males
and 46% female (Fruitland is similar at 53% male
and 47% female). This report found the following
trends:
•

•

•

Trends Analysis
A number of recent reports and surveys exist
regarding parks and recreation participation
patterns within the United States. Inferences
can be made about the Township parks and
recreation program and service needs by cross
referencing the research data with Township
population demographics.
The numbers show that during the pandemic
in 2020, over 260 million people visited a local
park or recreational facility. Additionally, 70%
of us either maintained or increased park, trail,
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•

•

The most popular outdoor activities by
participation rate for youths (6- 25) include
bicycling (road, BMX, Mountain), fishing,
running/jogging, camping, and hiking.
The most popular outdoor activities by
participant rate for adults (over 25) include
running/jogging, fishing, bicycling (road,
BMX, Mountain), hiking, and camping.
Of those who participate in outdoor
recreation, 53% indicate their favorite activity
includes hiking, walking, and biking.
The most popular team sports include
basketball, baseball, soccer, softball, and
football.
The number 1 reason for participating in
outdoor recreation was to get exercise.

According to the 2021 Participation Report by
the Physical Activity Council, 75.6% of the U.S.
population ages 6 and over are active on some
level which in Fruitland would equate to 4,344
active people. The report also found:
•

Interest in outdoor recreation is on the rise
due to people wanting to experience nature,
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join fitness classes, and participate in team
sports.
• Fitness sports (67%), outdoor sports (53%),
individual sports (43%), and team sports
(22%) show the highest participation rates.
• Racket sports (14%), water sports (14%), and
winter sports (8%) show lower participation
rates.
• Participation in fitness sports and outdoor
sports are on the rise over the last 5 years.
• Participation in individual sports, team sports,
and water sports are seeing declining rates
over the last 5 years.
According to the 2021 NRPA Americans’
Engagement with Parks Report 1 in 5 Americans
ride bikes to parks. Gen-Xers are more likely to
walk to a park while Millennials are more likely to
ride a bike to parks. These age groups make up
approx. 30% of Fruitland population. The report
indicates that 62% of respondents visit parks
to be with family and friends while 54% visited
parks for exercise.
Taking these use patterns and transferring them
to Fruitland, the following activities would
capitalize on trends as they relate to outdoor
recreation and population in the Township

•

Look for non-motorized/walking trail
opportunities to connect parks. This aligns
with desires noted in the on-line survey.

•

•
•
•

Consider adding fitness equipment in parks,
or look for opportunities for partnerships to
provide this activity along with programs.
Consider expanding team sport activities.
Consider providing camping and fishing
activities.
Consider developing adventure sports such
as BMX biking and cross-country skiing.

Age plays an important role in recreation as it
relates to activity and participation. According
to the 2021Participation Report by the Physical
Activity Council, Gen Z is the most active group
(82%), followed by Millennials (76%), Gen X
(72%), and Baby Boomers (67%). The report also
found the following:
•
•

•

Outdoor sports and team sports have the
highest participation rates for Gen Z
Fitness sports and outdoor sports have the
highest participation rates for Millennials
and Gen- Xers, however Millennials are more
likely to participate in water sports.
Baby boomers prefer fitness activities,
particularly low impact activities such as
walking, cycling, or aquatics.

The largest population group in the Township
is the 50-64 group which make up 21.3% of
the population. If you include the 65 and over
group then you have an aging population that
would account for 41.3% of the total Township
population. This group is the least active
population group being 66.3% active. Fitness
sports represent the highest participation activity
in this group and they are least likely to play team
sports. The top three factors that motivate this
group to participate in outdoor activities and visit
recreational facilities are to get exercise (55%), be
close to nature/enjoy open space (55%) and play
individual sports (24%).
The following activities would benefit this age
group based on the trends: recreational activities
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geared toward active seniors such as pickleball, bocce, shuffleboard, and fitness trails; open space and
natural resource features to enjoy nature and go for walks; non-motorized trail systems within parks
and regionally.
The second age category of importance to consider in the demographic trends is the youth, or
Generation Z, aged 24 and under, with 28.8% of the population. Nationally this is the most active
group at 82.4% with outdoor sports and team sports being the most desirable activities. This group
is growing up in the age of technology. Nationally, the use of technology while engaging in outdoor
recreation is high in this age group. Recreation participants in this group are more likely to use smart
phones and other devices to engage in outdoor recreation
Given that this age group is under the age of 24, it is likely in many cases that they are visiting parks
with parents/families, and relying on family to get to park facilities. The top three factors that motivate
youth/families to participate in outdoor activities and visit recreational facilities are to be with
family and friends (61%), participate in organized team sports (59%), and to experience excitement/
adventure (46%). The top three factors that hamper youth/families from participating in outdoor
recreation are lack of time (38%), lack of interest in available activities (20%), and safety concerns
(17%).
The following activities would capitalize on trends as they relate to the under 24 group:
• Develop programs and facilities that support adventure recreation
• Develop youth sports programs
• Offer technology focused activities as an integral component to recreation programs and facilities
• Offer family oriented programming and park amenities
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Goals and Objectives
As a result of the recreation inventory, public input, and recreation trends, Fruitland Township has
developed the following goals and objectives in order to guide the management and development
of recreation opportunities for the next 5 years. Goals and objectives are meant to guide the intent of
the actions to be taken but flexible enough to reflect changing attitudes and opportunities. A degree
of flexibility is essential for the Township to be responsive to its citizens. The goals are long-range in
nature and intended to be broad in scope to accommodate future change. The objectives are shortrange and direct specific program and development decisions to be made in the next five years. The
goals on the following pages are listed in no particular order.

Goals and Objectives
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GOAL 1

Enhance existing recreation facilities to provide a high quality, accessible, and safe
recreational experience at all current Township parks and facilities.
•
•
•
•
•
•

GOAL 2

Preserve, protect, and improve historic, natural, scenic, and environmentally
sensitive areas for appropriate public use and enjoyment and habitat protection.
•
•
•
•

GOAL 3

•

Identify new innovative equipment and/or facilities.
Integrate technology into parks and public spaces.
Provide playground equipment for toddlers.
Provide wide range of active and passive recreation facilities and programs with four
season activities for all ages.
Provide for the display/use of sustainable technologies in public spaces

Encourage community partnerships and joint ventures with groups and
organizations that have a supportive relationship.
•
•
•
•
•
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Develop management / maintenance strategies for natural areas including eradication
of invasive species, enhancement of natural areas, and protection of water quality.
Identify land acquisition opportunities to preserve environmentally sensitive areas
including Township owned vacant parcels.
Provide programs and interpretive facilities that educate the public about the
environment.
Provide programs and facilities that support the conservation, protection, and
preservation of the natural environment.

Expand the diversity of recreation facilities available at new or existing recreation
facilities to offer year-round opportunities for individuals of all ages and abilities in
order to meet current and future demands.
•
•
•
•

GOAL 4

Provide access to all users by meeting or exceeding barrier-free standards.
Update existing playgrounds to meet current safety and ADA guidelines.
Strive for universal accessibility in all parks.
Work with enforcement agencies and community organizations to provide a safe
environment for park users.
Maintain park facilities by providing adequate staff, equipment, and response systems.
Incorporate low maintenance products and equipment that save energy, reduce wear,
reduce environmental impact, and reduce demands on staff.

Identify organizations with similar goals that can be collaborative and share costs for
activities and events.
Collaborate with local agencies, area school districts, adjacent municipalities, and other
public organizations
Coordinate with local non-profit organizations to identify synergistic programs and
activities.
Explore opportunities to partner with private organizations to encourage philanthropic
investment in Township park and recreation facilities.
Facilitate partnerships that support venues for cultural, sports, and recreational
activities.
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GOAL 5

Provide non-motorized and way finding connections between parks, neighborhoods
and community facilities, and municipalities.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GOAL 6

Identify available Township land and/or acquire property as it becomes available to
ensure recreational opportunities keep pace with the needs of the community.
•
•
•

GOAL 7

Coordinate with the Friends of Fruitland Township Trails to develop a Non-Motorized
Trail Master Plan.
Identify potential opportunities for regional non-motorized trail connections to
adjacent communities.
Provide non-motorized connections to connect users with facilities throughout the
community.
Develop a way finding system to assist users locate facilities more easily and locate their
proximity within the park system.
Explore opportunities for easement acquisition for future trail connections.
Explore opportunities to connect trail systems to local businesses.
Develop a funding mechanism for long term trail maintenance.

Plan for long-range needs to develop existing Township owned land, expansion of
existing park facilities, and acquire new park property.
Provide a geographically balanced park system throughout the Township.
Encourage new residential projects to include parkland and/or open spaces to serve
future residents

Increase community awareness of available park facilities and programs through
communication, promotion, and branding.
•
•
•
•
•

Promote volunteer opportunities and other methods of citizen support for programs
and parks.
Encourage public engagement in park facility development and programs through
community out reach projects, stewardship programs, and interpretive programs.
Continue to publicize park events, facilities and programs through social media,
newsletters, press releases, web site, promotional events, and other media outlets.
Increase resident awareness of the Township’s park goals, events, and accomplishments
to get the community involved in programs and increase use of park facilities.
Hold events at Nestrom Road Park such as festivals, fun/competitive races, and
community activities and programs

Goals and Objectives
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GOAL 8

Promote healthy and active lifestyles through park and recreation facilities and
programs.
•
•
•
•

GOAL 9

Explore sustainable funding opportunities for future park development and
maintenance.
•
•
•
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Promote awareness of fitness programs that support healthy lifestyles.
Provide four season recreation opportunities.
Provide recreation facilities that encourage healthy habits.
Target programs for specific age groups based on current trends.

Explore partnerships with local corporations.
Develop a fundraising arm or friends group for maintenance.
Continue to seek funding opportunities from grants, foundations, millages, and
donations.
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Action Plan
The Action Plan and Capital Improvement Plan of the Fruitland Township Parks and Recreation Plan
states the proposed course of development or improvement that will be taken over the next five
years. The Goals and Objectives, from the previous section, serve as guidelines for the development of
the Action Program. The Capital Improvement Plan focuses on needs identified in the Action Program
and projects potential expenditures for the five-year action period on a park-by-park and project-byproject basis. The five-year period will begin in 2022 and extend through 2027. This time period will
not be sufficient to accomplish all of the goals and objectives, but begins to prioritize those projects
that may be achievable within the initial five years.
The Action Plan focuses on reduction of deficiencies, and expansion and improvements of facilities in
a manner that not only meets current needs, but also diversifies the type and quality of recreational
opportunities within the Township. These needs were recorded during the public input process
and identified during the review and comparison of park standards and demographic/population
trends. The Action Plan describes specific priorities to be taken to address these needs. The Capital
Improvement Plan specifically itemizes those projects which will be most feasible during the next five
years. The proposed schedule will allow for flexibility as funds become available and as opportunities
are presented.

Action Plan
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The priorities and action plan items for the 2022 Parks and Recreation Master Plan are as follows (not
listed in particular order):
Action A: Expansion of Non-Motorized trails
The development of non-motorized facilities including sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and off -road
walking paths were strongly supported by the results of the community outreach process. Projects
that include non-motorized transportation/recreation trail planning and development are a priority
including projects that enhance greenway corridors, connect parks and lakes, support existing trail
extensions, eliminate barriers, and enhance the overall trail system. The may consider developing a
Non-Motorized Transportation Master Plan that identifies detailed non-motorized priorities.
Simonelli Trail
A north-south bike path route connecting to the Berry Junction Trail at the intersection of Warner/
Simonelli and White Lake Drive to the south end of the Township at Anderson Woods.
Bard Road bike Path
An east-west path from the Anderson Woods Parking Lot on Simonelli Road east on Bard through
Dalton Township to connect to Berry Junction Trail. Signage and road markings noting bike access
would be needed as the road edges are not widened.
Scenic Drive Path
A north-south path starting at corner of Michillinda and Scenic and traveling south to connect to
Marcus park. Path may continue to the south boundary of the Township and on to Muskegon State
Park. Widening of the roadsides will be needed before this can be promoted as a viable bike path.
Duck Creek Natural Area / Nestrom Park Connector
Path Connection between Duck Creek Natural Area and Nestrom Park, which would follow Orshall
south to west on Riley Thompson to the Nestrom Road Park and traverse north on Nestrom Road and
west on Wabaningo Road into Duck Lake State Park.
Action B: Improvements to existing facilities
The most efficient use of Township resources is to focus on projects that improve existing facilities
and maximize the potential of Township owned property. Projects that renovate or re-use existing
facilities are considered a high priority. This may include improvements that eliminate barriers to
increase accessibility for all users, renovations and upgrades to existing equipment and features to
ensure modern and clean facilities, and redevelopment or expansion of existing parks to eliminate
redundancy and maximize the potential of the site.
Marcus Park
Improvements needed for this park include adding restroom facilities, updated playground
equipment, parking, and accessible routes. The addition of a picnic shelter, accessible picnic tables
and grills would benefit the park. Site entrance improvements should include a paved parking lot,
new entry sign, and clearer delineation from the surrounding land uses.
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Nestrom Park
Primary enhancements should include accessible routes, the baseball and soccer fields, and the court
games. Barrier free improvements should include providing accessible routes to all of the existing
amenities, as well as viewing areas for the baseball and soccer fields. Also a tot lot playground should
be added the current playground with accessible equipment. Improvements to the fields include
paved routes, bleachers, irrigation, scoreboard, lighting, dugout upgrades, and increased size/number
of soccer fields. Resurfacing of the tennis courts is needed, as well as possible additions of dedicated
pickleball courts and shuffleboard courts. New signage for the park should be considered as well,
including a new site identification sign and wayfinding signage to direct users to the lake access.
Additionally, the Township should consider improvements to the lake shore area within the park along
Duck Lake. Improvements may include paved trails, groomed nature trails, fishing dock/boardwalk,
and beach area.
Duck Lake Road Park (Natural Area)
Primary improvements should include developing a paved parking lot and trailhead along Duck Lake
Rd, site identification signage as it is currently hard to delineate where the park is, trail improvements
including accessible paved paths and groomed nature trails, and wayfinding and interpretive signage.
The park would benefit from the addition of site amenities such as benches, trash receptacles, and
bike racks.
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Action C: Reduce or minimize operating costs
With budgets getting tighter and grants becoming more competitive, projects that can help reduce
operating costs are a priority. Examples include: projects that increase efficiency in operations and
reduce maintenance, removal or replacement of equipment or features that are costly or inefficient to
maintain, projects that consider the use of alternative energy sources and use of recycled materials,
and projects that could generate revenue.
Action D: Conserve, preserve, and enhance natural features and environmentally sensitive
areas.
During the community outreach process, the community expressed a strong desire to further utilize
and protect the Township’s natural areas and features, and to implement environmentally sustainable
maintenance practices. This includes invasive species management, nature programming, additional
trails including soft trails, use of native species, interpretive signage, using recycled materials and
alternative sources of energy, and employing environmentally sustainable design and maintenance
practices.
Action E: Planning for future parks and recreational needs
As the community continues to grow and change over time, the Township continues to dedicate
themselves to improving recreational offerings for the community. The Township understands that
in order to continue to ensure that park and recreation offerings adapt to and meet the needs of the
growing community, they must be willing to continually invest in and look for new opportunities
in parks and recreation programs, facilities, and services. This makes planning for future parks and
recreation facilities a high priority. This is reflected in projects that spark or are a part of economic
development, projects that seek opportunities for land acquisition, and the pursuit of additional
funding mechanisms. The following are examples of projects the Township may consider to meet this
focus:
New Mini and/or Neighborhood Park
The parks analysis discussed earlier in this report noted that the Township may consider
supplementing the current park system to add mini parks and neighbor hood parks, in which the
Township is deficient per national standards. Given that the Township owns multiple vacant parcels
of land in the Township, there is an opportunity to develop additional smaller parks. The Township
should consider identifying potential park sites and develop a master plan for the parks in order
to identify potential uses and costs. Consideration should be given to under-served areas of the
Township.
Land Acquisition
The Township will look for opportunities to purchase additional land for recreational or preservation
purposes as it becomes available. This could include land for new sports field development, pickleball
courts, playgrounds, new park, trail easements, and acreage available for parks in residential areas.
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Vacant Lots
The Township currently owns a number of vacant lots throughout the Township that could be used
for parks and recreation. The Township has put together an advisory board to review potential uses
for these sites. Some of these sites, depending on location, may serve as mini or neighbor hood parks
which can serve an immediate residential area. These lots could be used for playgrounds, trailheads,
trail connectors, or left undeveloped to protect natural features.
Winter Recreation
The on-line survey indicated that winter recreation is the fourth highest priority for programs to add
to the Township park system. Such activities include cross-country skiing, sledding, ice skating, and
snowmobiling.
Pickleball
It was conveyed during the public engagement process that there is a need for developing additional
pickleball courts, with an emphasis on courts dedicated to pickleball (not line markings on tennis
courts). Pickleball is typically an activity associated with the older population of which the Township
has a high number.
Farmers Market
According to the on-line community survey, the farmers market was the sixth ranked need for new
facilities/programs. Development of a dedicated market would include a dynamic space for food
vendors, food trucks, and farmers with farm vehicle access to stalls. The market would include space
for entertainment, dining, and outdoor cooking classes. The market would include a section that can
be enclosed in the colder months for small retail venues for more permanent market vendors. On off
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days when not used for the farmer’s market the area could be used as a festival site.
Action F: Develop diverse, balanced, and innovative park facilities
Given that the Township’s park system is a mature system, developing diverse park facilities and
incorporating exciting new park features is a high priority for the Township. This is important given the
Township has a high population group is those under 18. The following are examples of projects the
City is considering in response to resident needs:
Boat Launch Sites (Road Ends)
There are five boat launch sites in the Township (referred to as road ends) on White Lake and
Lake Michigan. Improvements to these areas may encourage more safer usage and enhance user
experiences. Improvements may include: parking, barrier free access, site furnishings such as benches
and trash receptacles, stair case repairs, way finding signage, and launch docks. Improving existing
access points to the lakes will provide opportunities to enjoy the scenic beauty of the area. In addition,
the development of a visitor information station and a kayak and fishing equipment rental facility
could provide valuable services to the users.
Outdoor Gym
An Outdoor Gym could be developed in parks including fitness equipment available all year for
adult, children and the physically challenged. This fitness area may be set with a forested area
and encourage stretching and strength exercises to accompany walking and biking experiences.
According to the online survey, fitness classes was the number two most desired program. Fitness
activities was identified by the 2021 Participation Report by the Physical Activity Council as having the
highest participation rate in 2020. The Township has a high percentage of aging adults, and fitness
activities are the most popular activity for this age group.
Other Miscellaneous Items
The following items were mentioned as being desirable concepts worth further exploration during
the public engagement process:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Playgrounds
Splash pad
Camping, or glamping
Additional lake access sites
Dog park or dog runs
Increase park marketing and awareness efforts
Way-finding signs at Duck Lake Rd Park
Interpretive signs to tell the history of the Township parks as well as flora and fauna / water
resources
Programs centered around the Duck Lake Rd Park

Action G: Continue to provide a diverse slate of programs for all ages and seasons
In addition to providing cutting edge park facilities, it is equally important to provide exciting
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programs and activities. This need was discussed during the community outreach process and the
Township recognizes the need for diverse programs that cover all ages and seasons.

Capital Improvement Plan
Improvements and development will occur as funds and opportunities evolve. Assistance will
be solicited from all available sources and will include both physical and financial support. Local
businesses, service organizations, land developers, and governmental agencies will be solicited for
monetary and material support. The Township will seek funding assistance from all available sources
such as trusts, charitable foundations, and all Federal and State funding programs. The Capital
Improvement Plan shows a breakdown of the anticipated projects, priorities, estimated costs, and
projected funding sources for the next five years. All projections are based upon year 2022 costs and
will be refined as the program progresses. It should be noted that changes in the program may occur
if projected funding levels increase or decrease, but it is anticipated that the changes would be related
more to adjustments in the time schedule rather than specific projects. Refer to table 7.1 for the
Capital Improvement Plan.
Table 7.1: Capital Improvement Plan 2022-2027

Park

Project

Estimated
Cost
$75,000
$100,000
$50,000
$25,000
$150,000

Action

Goal

B, C, E
B, E
A, F, G
B, G
A, B

1, 3
1, 3
1, 5, 8
1, 7
1, 5, 8

Marcus
Marcus
Marcus
Marcus
Nestrom

New Parking Lot
New Restrooms
Accessible paths and furnishings
Entry sign and interior signs
Accessible paths to fields and courts

Nestrom

Repair tennis courts

$75,000

B, C

1, 8

Nestrom

Add pickleball courts

$80,000

E, F, G

3, 4, 8

Nestrom

Improvements to baseball fields

$50,000

B, C, G

1, 4

Nestrom

Nature trails and fishing dock at lake

$75,000

A, D, E

2, 3, 5

Nestrom

Fitness equipment

$25,000

E, F

3, 8

Duck Lake Rd Parking lot and trail head

$200,000

A, E

2, 3

Duck Lake Rd Expand nature trails

$100,000

A, E

1, 2, 5

Duck Lake Rd Interpretive signs, vegetation management

$50,000

A, D, F

2, 4

TBD

E, F

3, 6

Vacant
Trails

Convert two parcels to parks
Develop Trail from Nestrom to Duck Lake Rd Park

$300,000

A, E, F, G 3, 4, 5, 8
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Potential Funding Sources / Resource Partners
A variety of funding sources and resource partners may exist to assist with the implementation of
proposed recreation projects. A summary of the primary sources are listed below:
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
The MNRTF can provide assistance for the Township’s outdoor recreation projects, including land
acquisition and physical development of park facilities. This assistance is intended to bolster existing
facilities, protect critical natural resources and establish new parkland. Development project grants
may range between $15,000 and $300,000; there is no limit to acquisition requests. The minimum
required local match is 25%.
Michigan Natural Resources Passport Grant
The Passport grant fund program is primarily focused on renovating and improving existing parks,
however the development of new parks is considered eligible. The minimum grant request is $7,500
and the maximum grant request is $150,000. The minimum required local match is 25%.
Land and Water Conservation Fund
The LWCF is similar to the Trust Fund grant described above, in that it is meant to help fund land
acquisition and park development. The minimum grant request amount is $30,000 and the maximum
grant request amount is $300,000. The minimum required local match is 50%. Natural feature
preservation has historically been the primary award criteria; and as such, this opportunity should
especially be taken into account when planning for new passive recreation facilities. In addition, the
LWCF now places emphasis on trails, “green” technology in outdoor recreation, universal design and
coordination among recreation providers.
MDOT Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
The TAP fund is a grant program that funds non-motorized paths and streetscapes that enhance the
community’s inter-modal transportation system and provide safe alternative transportation options.
The program uses federal funds to promote walkability, alternative transportation options, and place
based economic development to improve the quality of life for communities. The minimum required
local match is 20%.
Clean Michigan Initiative Local Recreation Grants
The program provides funding for the development and renovation of indoor or outdoor public
recreation facilities and infrastructure. The goal of the program is to enhance or develop recreational
opportunities by improving or replacing an existing public facility, by meeting the recreational needs
of the local residents, or by attracting tourists. Grants are awarded for non-acquisition projects in
amounts between $15,000 to $750,000, based on the need for the project, capability of the local
community to operate and maintain the improvement, and quality of the site and project design.
Michigan Natural Resources Tree Planting Grants
Through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), there are two tree planting grant
programs that will assist in funding park landscape enhancements and reforestation projects.
Applicants must provide at least 50% of the total project cost.
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•

Arbor Day Mini-Grants. This mini-grant program is designed to provide information and technical
assistance to municipal governments and volunteer groups for urban and community forest
activities related to Arbor Day. Applications are due in July with maximum grant request of
$20,000.

•

Urban Community Forestry Program. This program provides the same services as above plus
management plans, inventories and maintenance activities. These activities do not have to be
related to Arbor Day. Applications are due in July with maximum grant requests of $20,000.

Wetland Program Development
The goals of the Environmental Protection Agency’s wetland program and the Clean Water Action
Plan are to increase the quantity and quality of wetlands in the U.S. by conservation and increasing
wetland acreage, and improving wetland health. State, tribal, and local governmental agencies,
interstate, inter-tribal, and local government associations are eligible to receive grant funds.
Applications are due in the fall with a required 25% minimum local match. For more information, visit
their website at: www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/grant guidelines.
Baseball Tomorrow Fund
This fund, which is provided through a joint partnership between Major League Baseball and the
Major League Baseball Players Association, awards annual grants to projects aimed at increasing the
number of youth participating in and improving the quality of baseball and softball programs. The
program is specifically aimed at children ages 10 to 16, and to those using innovative approaches or
providing opportunities to minorities and women. Tax exempt and 501(c)3 organizations are eligible,
and Baseball Tomorrow strongly encourages at least 50% matching funds.
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Local Fundraising
The Fruitland Township community is full of active, community-minded residents. Businesses,
corporations, private clubs, community organizations, and individuals often contribute to recreation
and other improvement programs to benefit the communities in which they are located. Private
sector contributions may be in the form of monetary contributions, the donation of land, the
provision of volunteer services, or the contribution of equipment or facilities.
Foundations
A foundation is a special non-profit legal entity that is established as a mechanism through which
land, cash, and securities can be donated for the benefit of parks and recreation services. The assets
are disbursed by the foundation Board of Directors according to a predetermined plan.
People for Bikes
The People for Bikes Grants Program strives to put more people on bicycles more often by funding
projects that leverage federal funding and build momentum for bicycling. They seek to assist local
organizations, agencies, and citizens in developing bicycle facilities projects. Bikes Belong Coalition
accepts applications for grants quarterly for up to $10,000 each, and will consider successor grants for
continuing projects.
Township Funds
The general fund, a special millage, the parks budget, bonds, and the parks capital improvement
account are possibilities to help fund new and improved facilities in the Township.
Park Millage
A special millage can help the Township generate funds for development, acquire park land, or to use
as leverage for grant applications.
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Appendix
• Township Budget
• Park Site Maps
• Documents from Public Hearings and Public Meetings
• On-Line Community Survey Results
• American Recovery Plan Act Ideas
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ADOPTED BUDGET FOR FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP
FUND 101

2021-2022 FISCAL YEAR
2021-22
ADOPTED

GL NUMBER

DESCRIPTION

BUDGET

Dept 000: REVENUES
101-000-403.000

CURRENT TAXES

101-000-445.000

PENALTY ON DELINQUENT TAXES

$

3,000.00

101-000-447.000

PROPERTY TAX ADMIN FEE

$

110,000.00

101-000-447.001

STATE EDUCATION REIMBURSEMENT TAX-SUMMER

$

9,440.00

101-000-451.000

FRANCHISE FEES

$

40,000.00

101-000-475.000

ZONING PERMIT FEE

$

4,000.00

101-000-476.000

PERMIT FEES

$

1,300.00

101-000-476.001

PERMIT-BUILDING

$

65,000.00

101-000-476.002

PERMIT-ELECTRICAL

$

15,500.00

101-000-476.003

PERMIT-MECHANICAL

$

20,000.00

101-000-476.004

PERMIT-PLUMBING

$

5,500.00

101-000-477.000

DOG LICENSE FEES

$

200.00

101-000-573.000

LIQUOR CONTROL

$

3,000.00

101-000-574.000

STATE SHARED REVENUE

$

501,907.00

101-000-577.000

ELECTIONS

$

1,500.00

101-000-588.000

TRANSFER FROM DESIGNATED FUNDS

101-000-621.000

LAND DIVISION FEES

$

1,500.00

101-000-622.001

ZONING-ZBA

$

1,000.00

101-000-622.002

ZONING-PLZ

$

500.00

101-000-626.000

ECOLOGY STATION

$

70,000.00

101-000-630.000

BURIALS

$

7,000.00

101-000-635.000

WIRELESS TOWER LEASE

$

7,500.00

101-000-636.000

SENIOR MILLAGE GRANT

$

20,166.00

101-000-643.000

CEMETERY LOT SALES

$

6,000.00

101-000-658.000

COURT FINES

$

100.00

101-000-659.000

CIVIL INFRACTIONS

$

100.00

101-000-664.000

INTEREST ON DEPOSITS

$

3,100.00

101-000-667.000

TOWNSHIP PARK PAVILION RENTAL FEE

$

600.00

101-000-668.000

COMMUNITY BUILDING RENTAL FEE

$

4,800.00

101-000-671.000

OTHER REVENUES

$

5,250.00

101-000-672.001

TRANQUIL TRAIL/1845 MCCORMICK LLC ASSESSMENTS

$

800.00

101-000-678.000

REIMBURSE OTHER (WHITE LAKE ASSOCIATION-WEATHER STATION @ WRLS)

$

500.00

$

1,169,263.00

$

214,203.00

$

214,203.00

$

16,319.00

$

4,480.00

$

3,119.80

Totals for Dept 000-REVENUES

$

260,000.00

APPROPRIATIONS
Dept 000: TRANSFER
101-000-999.000

TRANSFER TO OTHER FUNDS
TRANSFER TO FUNDS -

Totals for Dept 000
Dept 101: GOVERNING BODY
101-101-705.000

TRUSTEES WAGES
TRUSTEES WAGES (4 X $4,079.66)

101-101-705.001

MEETING PAY
TRUSTEES MEETING+2 SECRETARY (4 X 28 MTG X $40 + 2 MTGS X $40)

101-101-714.000

PENSION - 457
4 TRUSTEES SALARY/MTG PAY + 2 SEC PENSION

3/31/21 ADOPTED

1

101-101-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.

$

1,829.79

4 TRUSTEES SALARY/MTG PAY + 2 SEC SOC/MED
101-101-724.000

POSTAGE

$

400.00

101-101-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

1,000.00

101-101-801.000

CONTRACTING-BANK

$

1,290.00

CONTRACTING-COMPUTER SERVICES

$

6,324.00

$

1,385.00

$

1,400.00

101-101-801.001

BS&A CASH RECEIPTING PROGRAM
BS&A GENERAL LEDGER PROGRAM
IT RIGHT YEARLY MAINT FEE FOR ALL COMPUTERS & PRINTERS -$4500.00
IT RIGHT DATA BACK UP SERVICE OF SERVER
IT RIGHT WEB HOSTING SERVICE
101-101-801.002

CONTRACTING-COMMUNITY SERVICES
WHITE LAKE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - $250.00
WHITE LAKE SENIOR CENTER - $1000
MONTAGUE-WHITEHALL ROTARY (FIREWORKS) - $100
WHITE LAKE ASSOCIATION - $35

101-101-801.004

CONTRACTING-EQUIPMENT LEASING
PITNEY BOWES - POSTAGE METER 40%
OFFICE MACHINES - COPIER 40%

101-101-801.005

CONTRACTING-PAYROLL SERVICES

$

3,000.00

101-101-900.000

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

$

1,000.00

EDUCATION AND DUES

$

6,500.00

$

6,000.00

$

54,047.59

$

36,776.47

101-101-945.000

MICHIGAN TOWNSHIP ASSOCIATION
OTHER MISC EDUCATION AND DUES FOR BOARD OF TRUSTEES
101-101-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS
MISC ITEMS (SCENIC DRIVE PORTABLE RESTROOM RENTAL/BUOYS FOR WHITE LAKE)

Totals for Dept 101-GOVERNING BODY
Dept 171: SUPERVISOR
101-171-703.000

SALARY
SUPERVISOR SALARY

101-171-714.000

PENSION - 457

$

6,011.47

101-171-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.

$

3,526.00

101-171-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

100.00

101-171-860.000

TRANSPORTATION

$

100.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

3,300.00

$

111.00

101-171-910.001

SUPERVISOR HEALTH INS FRINGE
101-171-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
SUPERVISOR LIFE INS
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101-171-945.000

EDUCATION AND DUES

$

400.00

101-171-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

$

100.00

101-171-957.000

PUBLIC RELATIONS

$

100.00

$

50,524.94

$

1,821.00

$

6,500.00

$

274.00

$

161.00

Totals for Dept 171-SUPERVISOR
Dept 191: ELECTIONS
101-191-704.000

OFFICE HELP + OVERTIME
STAFF #1 5% WAGES

101-191-707.000

PART TIME WAGES
ELECTION WORKERS (3 ELECTIONS)

101-191-714.000

PENSION - 457
STAFF #1 5% PENSION

101-191-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
STAFF #1 5% SOC/MED

101-191-724.000

POSTAGE

$

1,000.00

101-191-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

1,000.00

CONTRACTING

$

3,700.00

$

200.00

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

$

250.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

520.00

$

7.00

101-191-801.000

PRE ELECTION MANDATORY SERVICE ON VOTING MACHINES
ELECTION PROGRAMMING (3 ELECTIONS)
101-191-860.000

TRANSPORTATION
TRANSPORTATION OF STAFF

101-191-900.000
101-191-910.001

STAFF #1 5% HEALTH INS
101-191-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF #1 5% LIFE INS

101-191-930.000

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

$

100.00

101-191-945.000

EDUCATION AND DUES

$

250.00

$

15,783.00

$

7,010.00

$

7,010.00

$

6,090.00

$

466.00

Totals for Dept 191-ELECTIONS
Dept 202: INDEPENDENT AUDIT
101-202-801.000

CONTRACTING / FILING COSTS

Totals for Dept 202-INDEPENDENT AUDIT
Dept 209: ASSESSOR
101-209-703.000

SALARY
ASSESSOR SALARY TO SIGN TAX ROLL ($507.50/MONTH)

101-209-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
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101-209-724.000

POSTAGE

$

1,500.00

101-209-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

200.00

101-209-801.000

CONTRACTING

$

29,673.53

CONTRACTING-COMPUTER SERVICES

$

1,450.00

101-209-801.001

BS&A ASSESSING PROGRAM/APEX IMAGING
101-209-801.006

CONTRACTING-COUNTY MAPPING

$

4,883.00

101-209-945.000

EDUCATION & DUES

$

155.00

$

44,417.53

$

50,000.00

$

50,000.00

$

36,776.47

$

500.00

$

6,087.00

$

3,570.00

Totals for Dept 209-ASSESSOR
Dept 210: ATTORNEY/CORPORATION COUNSEL
101-210-801.000

CONTRACTING

Totals for Dept 210-ATTORNEY/CORPORATION COUNSEL
Dept 215: CLERK
101-215-703.000

SALARY
CLERK SALARY

101-215-707.000

PART TIME WAGES
DEPUTY CLERK WAGE

101-215-714.000

PENSION - 457
DEPUTY CLERK 100% PENSION
CLERK PENSION (INCLUDES HEALTH INS FRINGE)

101-215-715.000

EMP-ER SOC. SEC/MED
DEPUTY CLERK 100% PENSION
CLERK SOC/MED (INCLUDES HEALTH INS FRINGE)

101-215-724.000

POSTAGE

$

500.00

101-215-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

100.00

101-215-801.001

CONTRACTING-COMPUTER SERVICES

$

725.00

TRANSPORTATION

$

100.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

3,300.00

$

111.00

BS&A ACCOUNTS PAYABLE PROGRAM
101-215-860.000
101-215-910.001

CLERK HEALTH INS FRINGE
101-215-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
CLERK 100% LIFE INS

101-215-945.000

EDUCATION AND DUES

$

1,500.00

101-215-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

$

100.00

$

53,369.47

Totals for Dept 215-CLERK
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Dept 247: BOARD OF REVIEW
101-247-705.001

MEETING PAY

$

1,176.00

3 PEOPLE X 27.5 HRS X $14/HR
101-247-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

100.00

101-247-900.000

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

$

575.00

101-247-945.000

EDUCATION AND DUES

$

120.00

101-247-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

$

50.00

Totals for Dept 247-BOARD OF REVIEW

$

2,021.00

$

36,776.47

$

1,674.00

$

500.00

$

6,255.00

$

3,607.00

Dept 253: TREASURER
101-253-703.000

SALARY
TREASURER SALARY

101-253-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #2 5% WAGE

101-253-707.000

PART TIME WAGES
DEPUTY TREASURER WAGE

101-253-714.000

PENSION - 457
STAFF #2 5% PENSION
TREASURER PENSION (INCLUDES HEALTH INS FRINGE)
DEPUTY TREASURER PENSION

101-253-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
STAFF #2 5% SOC MED
TREASURER SOC/MED (INCLUDES HEALTH INS FRINGE)
DEPUTY TREASURER SOC MED

101-253-724.000

POSTAGE

$

3,000.00

101-253-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

1,800.00

CONTRACTING-COMPUTER SERVICES

$

1,125.00

TRANSPORTATION

$

100.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

4,075.00

$

139.00

101-253-801.001

BS&A TAX PROGRAM WITH SPECIAL ASSESSMENT
101-253-860.000
101-253-910.001

STAFF #2 5% HEALTH INS
TREASURER HEALTH INS FRINGE
101-253-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF #2 5% LIFE INS
TREASURER 100% LIFE INS

101-253-945.000

EDUCATION AND DUES

$

400.00

101-253-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

$

100.00

$

59,551.47

Totals for Dept 253-TREASURER
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Dept 255: SENIOR MILLAGE GRANT
101-255-803.001

BARRY'S FLOWER SHOP GIFT CARD

$

1,166.00

101-255-803.002

ECOLOGY STATION $20.00 PUNCH CHARD

$

5,000.00

101-255-803.003

TRANSPORTATION

101-255-803.004

MUSKEGON FARMER'S MARKET TOKENS

$

1,000.00

101-255-803.005

WHITE LAKE SENIOR CENTER

$

5,000.00

101-255-803.006

MONTAGUE FARMERS MARKET

$

1,000.00

101-255-803.007

AGEWELL SERVICES

$

7,000.00

101-255-803.000

WHITE LAKE AMBULANCE
$

20,166.00

$

4,493.00

$

23,443.00

$

1,125.00

$

3,353.00

$

2,149.00

Totals for Dept 255 - SENIOR MILLAGE GRANT
Dept 265: TOWNSHIP HALL & GROUNDS
101-265-703.000

SALARY
MAINT STAFF 15% WAGES

101-265-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #1 20% WAGE
STAFF #2 45% WAGE

101-265-707.000

PART TIME WAGES
SEASONAL PART TIME 10% WAGES

101-265-714.000

PENSION - 457
STAFF #1 20% PENSION
STAFF #2 45% PENSION

101-265-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
STAFF #1 20% SOC/MED
STAFF #2 45% SOC/MED
MAINT STAFF 5% SOC/MED
SEASONAL PART TIME 10% SOC/MED

101-265-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

3,000.00

101-265-801.000

CONTRACTING - (Township Hall Cleaning Service)

$

4,000.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

9,055.00

$

80.00

$

5,000.00

101-265-910.001

STAFF #1 20% HEALTH INS
STAFF #2 45% HEALTH INS
101-265-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF #1 20% LIFE INS
STAFF #2 45% LIFE INS

101-265-920.000

UTILITIES
UTILITIES - 40%

101-265-930.000

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE- Tree Maintenance /Parking Lot Sealcoat, crack fill & striping/Beam repair

$

15,000.00

101-265-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

$

50.00

$

70,748.00

Totals for Dept 265-TOWNSHIP HALL & GROUNDS
Dept 267: COMMUNITY BUILDING
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101-267-703.000

SALARY

$

2,996.00

$

1,125.00

$

317.00

MAINT STAFF 10% WAGES
101-267-707.000

PART TIME WAGES
SEASONAL PART TIME 10% WAGES

101-267-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
MAINT STAFF 10% SOC/MED
SEASONAL PART TIME 10% SOC/MED

101-267-920.000

UTILITIES

$

3,000.00

101-267-930.000

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

$

3,000.00

$

10,438.00

$

4,493.00

PART TIME WAGES - 10% WAGES

$

1,125.00

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.

$

431.00

Totals for Dept 267-COMMUNITY BUILDING
Dept 269: TOWNSHIP PROPERTY
101-269-703.000

SALARY
MAINT STAFF 15% WAGES

101-269-707.000
101-269-715.000

MAINT STAFF 15% SOC/MED
SEASONAL PART TIME 10% SOC/MED
101-269-801.000

CONTRACTING - Tractor Rental/Pier Cleanup/Surveyor

$

7,650.00

101-269-920.001

UTILITIES-MAINT BUILDING

$

500.00

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE-TWP GROUNDS - Fuel/R&M/McMillan Rd End Repair/Street Sign

$

15,000.00

$

1,000.00

101-269-930.000

Replacement/Duck Creek Natural Area/
101-269-930.001

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE-MAINT BUILDING

101-269-977.000

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS - Ecostation driveway

Totals for Dept 269-TOWNSHIP PROPERTY

$

20,000.00

$

50,199.00

$

7,488.00

$

3,643.00

$

2,813.00

$

547.00

$

1,109.00

Dept 276: CEMETERY
101-276-703.000

SALARY
MAINT STAFF 25% WAGES

101-276-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #1 10% WAGES

101-276-707.000

PART TIME WAGES
SEASONAL PART TIME 25% WAGES

101-276-714.000

PENSION - 457
STAFF #1 10% PENSION

101-276-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
STAFF #1 10% SOC/MED
MAINT STAFF 25% SOC/MED
SEASONAL PART TIME 25% SOC/MED
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101-276-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

250.00

101-276-801.000

CONTRACTING (WEST MICHIGAN BURIAL)

$

7,000.00

CONTRACTING-COMPUTER SERVICES

$

300.00

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

$

400.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

1,040.00

$

12.00

101-276-801.001

BS&A CEMETERY MGT PROGRAM
101-276-900.000
101-276-910.001

STAFF #1 10% HEALTH INS
101-276-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF#1 10% LIFE INS

101-276-920.000

UTILITIES

$

1,000.00

101-276-930.000

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE - Tree Maintenance/Sprinkler-Pump Repair

$

2,500.00

101-276-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

$

150.00

$

28,252.00

$

1,000.00

$

1,000.00

$

8,000.00

$

8,518.00

$

1,279.00

$

751.00

SUPPLIES

$

100.00

CONTRACTING

$

61,502.00

$

3,620.00

$

30.00

Totals for Dept 276-CEMETERY
Dept 284: WATERSHED
101-284-801.000

CONTRACTING

Totals for Dept 284-WATERSHED
Dept 301: POLICE-ORDINANCE ENFORCER
101-301-703.000

SALARY
ORDINANCE ENFORCER (ZONING - $3000, REGULATORY - $4000

101-301-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #1 5% WAGE
STAFF #2 20% WAGE

101-301-714.000

PENSION - 457
STAFF #1 5% PENSION
STAFF #2 20% PENSION

101-301-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
ORDINANCE ENFORCER 100% SOC/MED
STAFF #1 5% SOC/MED
STAFF #2 20% SOC/MED

101-301-726.000
101-301-801.000

MUSKEGON COUNTY PINS AGREEMENT (100% Partner)+ deputy presence at meetings
101-301-910.001

HEALTH INSURANCE
STAFF #1 5% HEALTH INS
STAFF #2 20% HEALTH INS

101-301-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF #1 5% LIFE INS
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STAFF #2 20% LIFE INS
101-301-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

Totals for Dept 301-POLICE-ORDINANCE ENFORCER

$

100.00

$

83,900.00

$

9,450.00

$

17,771.00

$

78,500.00

$

2,667.00

$

8,000.00

Dept 371: INSPECTION DEPT/INSPECTOR
101-371-703.000

SALARY
ZONING ADM 45% WAGE

101-371-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #1 35% WAGES
STAFF #2 15% WAGES

101-371-705.000

INSPECTORS WAGES
BUILDING OFFICIAL / INSPECTOR - 80% OF BUILDING PERMITS
PLUMBING INSPECTORS CONTRACTED WAGES ($45 PER INSPECTION)
ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR WAGES ($45 PER INSPECTION)
MECHANICAL INSPECTOR WAGES ($45 PER INSPECTION)

101-371-714.000

PENSION - 457
STAFF #1 35% PENSION
STAFF #2 15% PENSION

101-371-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
BUILDING OFFICIAL SOC/MED - 100%
STAFF #1 35% SOC/MED
STAFF #2 15% SOC/MED

101-371-724.000

POSTAGE

$

300.00

101-371-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

2,000.00

101-371.801.000

CONTRACTING

$

300.00

CONTRACTING - COMPUTER SERVICES

$

1,500.00

$

2,500.00

$

5,965.00

$

56.00

$

6,500.00

101-371-801.001

BS&A - BUILDING PROGRAM/APEX IMAGING
101-371-801.004

CONTRACTING-EQUIPMENT LEASING
PITNEY BOWES - POSTAGE METER 60%
OFFICE MACHINES - COPIER 60% -

101-371-910.001

HEALTH INSURANCE
STAFF #1 35% HEALTH INS
STAFF #2 15% HEALTH INS

101-371-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF #1 35% LIFE
STAFF #2 15% LIFE

101-371-920.000

UTILITIES
UTILTIES - 60%

101-371-945.000

EDUCATION AND DUES

$

150.00

101-371-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

$

100.00
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Totals for Dept 371-INSPECTION DEPT/INSPECTOR

$

135,759.00

Dept 445: DRAINS
101-445-930.00

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE -

Totals for Dept 445-DRAINS

$

-

$

-

Dept 450: STREET LIGHTING
101-450-920.000

UTILITIES

Totals for Dept 450-STREET LIGHTING

$

18,870.00

$

18,870.00

700.00

Dept 458: SP. ASSES. ST. LIGHTING
101-458-990.001

TRANQUIL TR. CUST REQ 02179805

$

101-458-990.002

1845 MCCORMICK LLC

$

400.00

$

1,100.00

$

10,000.00

$

3,496.00

PART TIME WAGES

$

2,000.00

PENSION - 457

$

526.00

$

1,227.00

Totals for Dept 458-SP. ASSES. ST. LIGHTING
Dept 526: ECOLOGY TRANSFER STATION
101-526-703.000

SALARY
ECO ATTENDANT 100% WAGES
SUMMER ATTENDANT (JUNE/JULY/AUGUST)?

101-526-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #1 5% WAGES
STAFF #2 5% WAGES

101-526-707.000
101-526-714.000

STAFF #1 5% PENSION
STAFF #2 5% PENSION
101-526-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
STAFF #1 5% SOC/MED
STAFF #2 5% SOC/MED
ECO ATTENDANT 100% SOC/MED
SUMMER ATTENDANT SOC/MED

101-526-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

1,000.00

101-526-801.000

CONTRACTING

$

50,000.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

1,295.00

$

12.00

101-526-910.001

STAFF #1 5% HEALTH INS
STAFF #2 5% HEALTH INS
101-526-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF #1 5% LIFE
STAFF #2 5% LIFE

101-526-920.000

UTILITIES

$

1,600.00

101-526-930.000

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE (painting, pressure tank for well)

$

7,000.00

101-526-956.000

MISCELLANEOUS

$

200.00
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Totals for Dept 526-ECOLOGY TRANSFER STATION

$

78,356.00

$

4,493.00

$

3,348.00

$

2,880.00

$

2,813.00

$

503.00

$

892.00

POSTAGE - 3 mailers (two of which to be sent with summer/winter tax bills)

$

700.00

CONTRACTING - NESTROM PARK

$

2,850.00

Dept 691: PARKS & RECREATION
101-691-703.000

SALARY
MAINT STAFF 15% WAGE

101-691-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #2 10% WAGE

101-691-705.001

MEETING PAY
12 MTGS (5 BD MEMBERS + 1 SEC @ $40.00 EACH)

101-691-707.000

PART TIME WAGES
SEASONAL PART TIME 25% WAGE

101-691-714.000

PENSION - 457
STAFF #2 10% PENSION
SECRETARY MTG PAY PENSION

101-691-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
MAINT STAFF 15% SOC SEC/MED
STAFF #2 10% SOC SEC/MED
SECRETARY MTG PAY SOC/MED
SEASONAL PART TIME 25% SOC SEC/MED

101-691-724.000
101-691-801.000

NESTROM PARK
1 HANDICAP PORTABLE RESTROOM (MAY-OCT + EXTRA WK CLEANING) - $1350.00
TRU-GREEN BALL FIELD FERTILIZER - $1000
HOLLY'S IRRIGATION - SUMMERIZE/WINTERIZE SPRINKLERS - $500.00
101-691-801.002

CONTRACTING-COMMUNITY SERVICES - Sports n Shorts Program-$3000.00/Community Walks-$300.00

$

3,300.00

101-691-900.000

PRINTING & PUBLISHING - Notices in WLB - $200.00, Mailer - $200.00

$

400.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

1,550.00

LIFE INSURANCE

$

12.00

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE - Misc Repairs - $500.00, Nestrom Park - Pavillion R&M - $500.00, 3 Grills

$

7,600.00

$

31,341.00

$

5,991.00

101-691-910.001

STAFF #2 10%
101-691-910.002
101-691-930.000

$1800.00, Replacement poles for tennis courts - $800. Park signage - $1500. Tree maintenance
(hemlock wooly ageldgid) - $2000. Nestrom Park Drive Repairs - $4000.

101-691-977.000

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS -

Totals for Dept 691-PARKS & RECREATION
Dept 746: MUSEUM
101-746-703.000

SALARY
MAINT STAFF 20% WAGE
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101-746-707.000

PART TIME WAGES

$

2,250.00

$

632.00

$

2,640.00

SEASONAL PART TIME 20% SOC SEC/MED
101-746-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
MAINT STAFF 20% SOC SEC/MED SEASONAL PART TIME 20% SOC SEC/MED

101-746-801.000

CONTRACTING
SECURITY SYSTEM - QRTLY X $75 - $300
PORTABLE RESTROOMS (2-MAY-OCT, 2 X CLEANING) - $2340.00

101-746-920.000

UTILITIES

$

5,500.00

101-746-930.000

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE-Tree trimming & removal, window replacement

$

10,000.00

$

27,013.00

$

9,450.00

$

5,464.00

$

6,240.00

$

1,050.00

$

1,350.00

Totals for Dept 746-MUSEUM
Dept 801: PLANNING COMMISSION
101-801-703.000

SALARY
ZONING ADM 45% WAGE

101-801-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #1 15% WAGES

101-801-705.001

MEETING PAY
SEC + CHAIR (18 MTGS X 2 X $45 1620
PLZ MEMBERS (6 X 18 X $40)

4320

3 EXTRA MTGS - ZONING ADM @ $100.00
101-801-714.000

300

PENSION - 457
STAFF #1 15% PENSION
TRUSTEE HOLMAN MTG PAY PENSION
SECRETARY MTG PAY PENSION

101-801-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
ZONING ADM SOC/MED - 45%
STAFF #1 15% SOC/MED (INCLUDES HEALTH INS FRINGE)
TRUSTEE HOLMAN MEETING PAY SOC/MED
SECRETARY MTG PAY SOC/MED

101-801-724.000

POSTAGE

$

750.00

101-801-726.000

SUPPLIES

$

50.00

101-801-801.000

CONTRACTING-APEX IMAGING

$

500.00

101-801-860.000

TRANSPORTATION

$

100.00

101-801-900.000

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

$

750.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

1,560.00

$

20.00

101-801-910.001

STAFF #1 15% HEALTH INS
101-801-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF #1 15% LIFE INS
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101-801-945.000

EDUCATION AND DUES

$

500.00

Totals for Dept 801-PLANNING COMMISSION

$

27,784.00

$

2,100.00

$

1,822.00

$

1,600.00

$

310.00

$

350.00

Dept 804: ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
101-804-703.000

SALARY
ZONING ADM 10% WAGE

101-804-704.000

OFFICE HELP
STAFF #1 5% WAGES

101-804-705.001

MEETING PAY
5 ZBA MEMBERS + 1 SEC (6 MTGS X $40.00)
ZONING ADM (3 EXTRA MTGS @ $100)

101-804-714.000

PENSION - 457
STAFF #1 5% PENSION (INCLUDES HEALTH INS FRINGE)
SECRETARY MTG PAY PENSION

101-804-715.000

EMP-ER SOC.SEC/MED.
ZONING ADM 10% SOC/MED
STAFF #1 5% SOC/MED
SECRETARY SOC/MED

101-804-724.000

POSTAGE

$

100.00

101-804-860.000

TRANSPORTATION

$

100.00

101-804-900.000

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

$

1,000.00

HEALTH INSURANCE

$

520.00

$

7.00

$

500.00

$

8,409.00

$

20,000.00

$

20,000.00

$

5,000.00

$

5,000.00

TOTAL REVENUES

$

1,169,263.00

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS

$

1,169,263.00

NET OF REVENUES/APPROPRIATIONS - FUND 101

$

101-804-910.001

STAFF #1 5% HEALTH INS
101-804-910.002

LIFE INSURANCE
STAFF #1 5% LIFE INS

101-804-945.000

EDUCATION AND DUES

Totals for Dept 804-ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Dept 867: OTHER INSURANCE
101-867-910.000

INSURANCE & BOND

Totals for Dept 867-OTHER INSURANCE
Dept 870: UNITS UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
101-870-750.000

UNEMPLOYMENT REIMBURSEMENT

Totals for Dept 870-UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
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JOIN US! The Fruitland Township Parks and

Recreation Department is updating their 5-Year
Master Plan vision for our park system, and we
want to hear from you! Come help us identify
community needs and offer suggestions for
future improvements to our public green spaces.
Drop in to our open house anytime between
6-8pm to be a part of this community-driven,
paticipatory design process.

COMMUNITY
INPUT SESSION

October 26

OPEN HOUSE 6-8PM

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP HALL
4545 Nestrom Road
Whitehall, MI 49461

Want to contribute but can’t
make the input session?
Take our online survey!
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NJ27K9G
Survey available
online through
October 29, 2021

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP PARKS AND REC MASTER PLAN - 10.26.21 INPUT SESSION PARTICIPANT NOTES
Please check the top 3 recreational activities you would like the Parks Department to invest in:
Walking/Nature Trails 8

Restroom facilities 4

Bike Trails/Paths 3

Pickleball 3

Playgrounds 2

Dog Park

Picnic Shelters 1

Outdoor Performance Space/Amphitheater

Sports Fields 1

Splash Pad

Water access (swimming, boating, fishing, etc.) 4

Other (please describe)

Winter activities (sledding, ice skating, cross country skiing etc.) 1

nature based play (1)
enviro edu. classes (1)

Let’s dream big! What is important to you in terms of long-term, system-wide improvements to our parks and natural
spaces? Check all that apply.
Redevelop/upgrade existing parks to support a

Provide additional recreational programs and

broader range of activities 7

activities 6

Acquire land for future parks and open space 3

No additional parks or changes to current facilities

Focus effort on better maintenance of existing

Other (please describe)

facilities 5

different groups, clubs, kid programs

Develop additional non-motorized trails 4
What excites you the most about future improvements to Township parks? What’s your biggest concern?
“The opportunity to improve our parks in an environmentally safe way is an awesome opportunity and, on the opposite side, a chance
to do it wrong. Safe walking paths are needed.”
“Always caring for the natural environment while developing new projects”
“Soccer field would be nice. Sanitation a problem currently”
“(no?) Access to nature is a social detrimant of health. So do your level best to keep the environment as natural, as unimroved, and
unpaved as possible. The baseball diamond is the most prominent feature of Nestrom Park and most likely, the most expensive, and I
believe the most under used.”
“Getting more people outside”
“To watch our community grow and provide resources the residents would love to utilize. My concern is the road by the lakeshore,
Scenic Dr. Provide a walkway for pedestrains to walk”
“We live in an awesome area. Would love to be able to walk along Scenic Rd and over the Duck Lake Channel without getting out of the
way of the cars!”
“(Excites) More outdoor activities for all ages! Appreciation of natural features here. (Concern) Conflicts with traffic. Drop in funding to
build more?”

Additional feedback and comments:
“Nice natural areas are increasingly hard to come by. It’s wise to provide access but don’tt strive to ‘improve’ what
nature has provided”
“Duck Lake has become very weedy. The needs to be a more solid surface for parking at Marcus Park. Bike trail along
Scenic Dr.”
“Develop Marcus and Nestrom Park for seniors and handicap, ie walking ramps at Nestrom. Black top paths to picnic
tables at Marcus. Kayak and canoe launch at Marcus Park. Canoe and kayak launching at (Fulmer Murray’s Inn?
illegible)

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP

NOTICE

5 YEAR PARKS AND RECREATION
MASTER PLAN UPDATE
NOTICE OF PLAN AVAILABILITY FOR
PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT

A draft of the 5 Year Parks and Recreation Master
Plan Update for Fruitland Township will be available
for public review and comment for 30 days starting on
December 13th at 12 noon. Any interested residents
may review the plan and send comments.
Written comments may be sent to Fruitland
Township, 4545 Nestrom Road, Whitehall, MI 49467
c/o Jeff Marcinkowski. Email comments may be sent
to john@virdg.com
Copies of the plan are on file at the
following locations: Township Hall
The plan is also available for viewing on line at:
www.fruitlandtwp.org

Fruitland Township Parks and Recreation
Commission
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR CITIZEN INPUT
Parks and Recreation Plan Update
Fruitland Township Parks and Recreation Commission will
conduct a Public Hearing meeting on January 12, 2022 at
6:00 PM at the Township Hall, 4545 Nestrom Rd., Whitehall,
Michigan 49461.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is for the Parks and
Recreation Commission to hear comments and make a
determination to accept the Parks and Recreation Plan for
Fruitland Township.
Written comments will be received on the above matter at
Fruitland Township Hall, 4545 Nestrom Rd., Whitehall,
Michigan 49461. Requests for information and/or minutes
of said hearing should be directed to the Parks Secretary at
the same address.
The City will provide necessary reasonable aids and services
upon five days’ notice to Parks Secretary (telephone number
231-766-3208).
Mary Mansfield
Parks Secretary

Please publish in the December 26, 2021 and January 3,
2022 edition of the White Lake Beacon.

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 18, 2022 MINUTES
PRESENT – Trustee Jeske, Treasurer Pachman, Trustee Holman, Trustee Graham, Trustee
Lundell, Supervisor Marcinkowski
ABSENT – Clerk Fagan
ALSO PRESENT – (13) Thirteen interested parties
CALL TO ORDER – Clerk Fagan called the January 18, 2022 Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 PM
and led the pledge of allegiance.
AGENDA -

Motion by Trustee Lundell, second by Treasurer Pachman, ADOPTED, to
accept the January 18, 2022 Regular Township Board Meeting Agenda
amended by adding “waste water management committee update,”
“Muskegon County Solid Waste Free Dump Day Program for 2022,” and
“Email from Michigan Township Association,” “Email from Ace Covey
regarding drones” under Announcements/Communications and “Devin
Barbier – Eagle Scout presentation” under unfinished business, and
“Traffic Safety LIDAR” under new business.
Upon Voice Vote: 6 AYES – motion carried

PUBLIC COMMENT –
Lynn Knopf, 4328 Mystic Lane – From the Parks and Recreation Commission. They had a split
vote on the Parks and Recreation Master Plan but assured the board they would get the
differences figured out and get it done. They will not meet the February 1st deadline for grants,
but isn’t sure anyone planned on applying for any grants this year anyway. She encourages
reaching out to a professional group for the work being done at the Duck Creek Natural Area
and thinks maybe there should be a steering committee for the DCNA especially with the
confusion with the Friends of Fruitland Township Trails. She asked the Board to be patient while
they work through their differences to make a solid master plan.
Herb Huch, 4272 Gibson Rd – Parks and Recreation Chairman – voted “no” on the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan because in the past they have had work sessions to go over everything
and felt this plan came to them already worked over. Bob Murray did some work on it that he
says they weren’t aware of and didn’t know who else was making edits. He has received an
original copy from John McCann and they will work together to finish this master plan.
Terrie Hampel, 6171 Duck Lake Rd – Former Trustee. Spoke against adding an invocation to the
agenda because the constitution requires a separation of church and state and the board could
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be cited for violation of the constitution and there will be protests. Also, regarding the Parks
and Recreation Master Plan she is disappointed that the plan will not be ready in time for the
deadline and is disappointed the Chairman Huch said he did not have an opportunity to look at
the Master Plan because she was able to look at the plan 6 weeks ago and make suggestions
and corrections so there was plenty of time to adjust a final copy. The Friends of Fruitland
Township Trails did have plans to write grants, state and private grants that would require that
Master Plan. She invited everyone to the Friends of Fruitland Township Trails “walkabout” on
January 22nd.
Dave Rice, 4047 Nestrom Rd – Also a member of the Friends of Fruitland Trails and very
disappointed that the Parks and Recreation Commission did not approve the Master Plan
especially since the motion was to accept the plan with changes including ongoing changes
since the plan is a working document. He believes that the Duck Creek Natural Area is the
reason why the plan was not accepted because of what he has heard. The trails within the Duck
Creek Natural Area are beautiful and he encouraged everyone to join them on the walkabout to
see the beauty of the trails and also to check out the Friends of Fruitland Township Trails
Facebook page.
Cottage on Duck Lake Road – Has lived in the area since 1927 in the summers. Feels like the
parks should be for the people and encouraged our boards to look at that versus their own
individual feelings and keep the parks open for the people. The previous board that turned
down the conservation group – that conservancy groups was one of the best groups in terms of
setting up the Duck Creek Natural Area and that trails and motorized trails have demolished
walking trails in other areas. These groups need to work together.
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS –
a. Contractor on the window project at the WRLS was Ludington Paint and Glass –
they donated a portion of their labor back (approximately $2000 worth) after
repairing the windows.
b. Email – Supervisor Marcinkowski let Korthase Electric know there was a
preliminary approval on their bid and asked for the project to be put on the
schedule. They will meet on Thursday to discuss the project and timeline.
c. Email – John McCann – Viridis Group – Supervisor Marcinkowski requested a
final copy of the Master Plan which has been sent to the Board.
d. Email – Mike Olsen – CE Energy Efficiency – The Community Center and Light
Station were in good shape in terms of energy efficiency. Supervisor
Marcinkowski will work with DTE to look at the insulation at the township hall.
e. Water Safety Policy Board update – Supervisor Marcinkowski provided notes
and minutes from the most recent meeting.
f. WestPlan Tech Committee update – Supervisor Marcinkowski also shared the
most recent agenda and minutes for this committee.
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g. White Lake Fire Authority meeting – Supervisor Marcinkowski shared the entire
meeting packet from January 18th, he was recently voted as Chair for that
committee.
h. MTA Muskegon County Chapter – Upcoming meeting on 1/31 at 6pm at the
Muskegon Twp Hall.
i. Email to MCRC - Michillinda Rd – Supervisor Marcinkowski sent an email
negotiating the cost since the Muskegon County Road Commission decided to
place the millings without permission.
j. Rosene update – Amanda Zdarsky – info given to Board
k. Tanis update – There was a ZOOM hearing scheduled on 1/18 at 11am. There
was a settlement agreement worked out with a list things to be completed sent
to attorney and the agreement will be signed by all parties. Hopefully the work
will be completed and a formal hearing can be avoided.
l. Wade Syers – MSU Extension – Food Safety Program – Due to Covid restrictions
the program was moved to May, June and July.
m. Senior Millage allocations – ARPA funds can be used toward the Senior Millage
money.
n. Wastewater Management Committee update – minutes given to Board
o. Muskegon County solid waste free dump day program 2022 – Will discuss more
at the February work session so the Board can decide if we want to participate.
p. Email from Michigan Township Association – Investment and Jobs Act webinar
1/19/22 – Supervisor Marcinkowski will attend.
q. Email from Ace Covey regarding drones – Local resident provided some
information and videos done by drones.
CONSENT AGENDA
a. December 2021 Treasurer reports; Revenues (101) General Fund $239,275.35:
Expenditures: (101) General Fund $53,233.06; (130) Public Works $191.18
b. December 2021 Clerk reports – Check disbursements and Budget Amendments
a. Minutes – December 13, 2021 Work Session and December 27, 2021 Regular
Board Meeting
b. December PINS Report
c. Ordinance Enforcement update – report and email from Toby Frederickson
d. Zoning report – from Val Jensen
Motion by Trustee Jeske, second by Trustee Holman, ADOPTED, to
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
Roll Call Vote: Trustee Holman AYE, Trustee Graham AYE, Trustee
Lundell AYE, Treasurer Pachman AYE, Trustee Jeske AYE, Supervisor
Marcinkowski AYE, Clerk Fagan ABSENT, – motion carried
UNFINISHED BUSINESS –
a. ARPA Funds Administration - GMED proposal – Cathy Brubaker-Clarke – Q&A –
Cathy explained that updated rules add some flexibility to how the funding can
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be spent. The proposal is a flexible document and can be changed and updated
as projects are decided on. GMED’s role would be to handle the reporting,
ensure that our chosen projects meet the requirements/guidelines, develop and
send out proposals, work with the Board to get approval for received bids, deal
with contractors, etc. GMED did work with Muskegon County to help facilitate
some of the funding that came in with the first round of Coronavirus relief
funding. The updated guidelines state that the township can use the ARPA
funding for any projects that would be part of our usual “standard governmental
unit” costs. Cathy clarified that the $13,500 would be the total charge from
GMED if we did all the projects currently listed. We would not be charged for
projects we chose not to do, and there would be similar costs for added projects.
Those charges would come from the ARPA funding, as well as anything that
would be charged by auditors or lawyers. Cathy also let the Board know that
GMED is working on their own projects and grants that go along with projects we
are considering, which could be beneficial and lower the costs of some projects
we were considering such as broadband.
Motion by Trustee Lundel, second by Trustee Jeske, ADOPTED, to
continue to work with the Greater Muskegon Economic Development
moving forward using the current proposal as a live document with room
for changes.
Roll Call Vote: Trustee Holman AYE, Trustee Graham AYE, Trustee
Lundell AYE, Treasurer Pachman AYE, Trustee Jeske AYE, Supervisor
Marcinkowski AYE, Clerk Fagan ABSENT, – motion carried
b. Invocation – Supervisor Marcinkowski reminded the Board that the Federal and
State government does do invocations and it is allowed regardless of the
separation of church and state, and that an invocation does not have to be
specific to one faith. Trustee Lundell stated that she wanted Fruitland Township
to be seen as a community that is welcoming to all religions and doesn’t want to
make anyone feel uncomfortable at meetings.
Motion by Trustee Holman, second by Trustee Lundell, ADOPTED, to not
add an invocation to the agenda.
Roll Call Vote: Trustee Holman AYE, Trustee Graham AYE, Trustee
Lundell AYE, Treasurer Pachman NAY, Trustee Jeske AYE, Supervisor
Marcinkowski NAY, Clerk Fagan ABSENT, – motion carried
c. Citizen’s Advisory Committee Ambulance Service – Supervisor Marcinkowski is
looking for language regarding this CAC. This will be posted on ENews, Website
and Fruitland Informed Facebook once correct content is determined.
d. Technical language change to Article III General Provisions Section 3.18 Filling
of Land C.11 – addition of the word “cubic” as a volume descriptor between
“(300)” and “yards” –
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Motion by Trustee Holman, second by Trustee Jeske, ADOPTED, to
approve the technical change to Article III, Section 3.18, C.11.
Upon Voice Vote: 6 AYES – motion carried
e. Road projects for 2022 – 2024 – The MCRC responded to Supervisor
Marcinkowski’s request to negotiation with a price of $14,383.50. Supervisor
Marcinkowski mentioned some projects he was still hoping to get quotes on. The
Board discussed different options and wanted to get the projects solidified to
plan for the upcoming budget year and also to lock in prices with MCRC.
Motion by Trustee Holman, second by Trustee Lundell, ADOPTED, to
accept Jones Rd., Lorenson Rd., Michillinda Rd., as suggested by MCRC
and set aside $50,000 for Simonelli Rd.
Roll Call Vote: Trustee Holman AYE, Trustee Graham AYE, Trustee
Lundell AYE, Treasurer Pachman AYE, Trustee Jeske AYE, Supervisor
Marcinkowski AYE, Clerk Fagan ABSENT, – motion carried
f. Devin Barbier – Eagle Scout Presentation – Devin Barbier presented a proposal
for a project to replace the flagpole and concrete at the Fruitland Township
Cemetery as well add a few concrete benches. He chose this project because this
is the cemetery his family is and will be buried in. He believes benches will be
helpful for people that visit the cemetery that may need spots to rest. He has
also noticed dents in the flagpole and would like to add a light so that the flag is
always lit. He plans to use a recycled benches (made of recycled materials) as
well as DIY wooden benches. He would ask the Board for our preference of type
of benches as well as placement of the benches. The overall price for the
flagpole and solar light as well as to include one recycled bench would be
approximately $4,025 or $3,545 for the DIY bench. Additional benches would be
$460 for the recycled benches or $220 for the DIY benches. He would prefer to
see 5-7 benches (located on the 4 corners and a couple in the center area). He is
willing do to fundraising for the project but would appreciate a donation from
the township. Labor would be primarily donated but the estimate does include
gas and food/drinks for the volunteers. The project would hopefully be started
as soon as the snow melts and would hopefully be finished by June or July.
Supervisor Marcinkowski asked that locations should be considered with the
Maintenance Supervisor. He also clarified with Attorney Even that the Board can
consider a donation of this type.
Motion by Trustee Holman, second by Trustee Graham, ADOPTED, to
approve the proposal with five recycled benches with a donation from
Fruitland Township in the amount of $3,000.
Roll Call Vote: Trustee Holman AYE, Trustee Graham AYE, Trustee
Lundell AYE, Treasurer Pachman AYE, Trustee Jeske AYE, Supervisor
Marcinkowski AYE, Clerk Fagan ABSENT, – motion carried
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NEW BUSINESS –
a. RESOLUTION 2022-01 FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY RECREATION AND
NATURAL CONSERVATION PLAN – Known as the 5 Year Master Plan
Motion by Trustee Lundell, second by Trustee Jeske, ADOPTED, to accept
this resolution and the Parks and Recreation Five Year Master Plan.
Roll Call Vote: Trustee Holman AYE, Trustee Graham AYE, Trustee
Lundell AYE, Treasurer Pachman AYE, Trustee Jeske AYE, Supervisor
Marcinkowski AYE, Clerk Fagan ABSENT, – motion carried
b. Request to hold Muskegon County Community Development meeting March
10, 8:30-10am and to provide beverages and snacks for 30
Motion by Trustee Jeske, second by Treasurer Pachman, ADOPTED, to
allow the March 10th meeting of the Muskegon County Community
Development committee to be help at the Fruitland Township Hall and to
provide beverages and snacks for up to 30 attendees.
Upon Voice Vote: 6 AYES – motion carried
c. Approval of Korthase Electric quote for power pedestal - $1,850.00
Motion by Trustee Lundell, second by Trustee Holman, ADOPTED, to
accept the quote from Korthase Electric for the steel power pedestal
located at Scenic Drive Road end.
Roll Call Vote: Trustee Holman AYE, Trustee Graham AYE, Trustee
Lundell AYE, Treasurer Pachman AYE, Trustee Jeske AYE, Supervisor
Marcinkowski AYE, Clerk Fagan ABSENT, – motion carried
d. Traffic Safety LIDAR – Supervisor Marcinkowski received a request from the
Sheriff’s department for a hand-held radar unit to be used in the PINS vehicle for
the township. This would allow the PINS officer to pinpoint specific cars. The cost
is $2195. The Board discussed checking with the sheriff’s department about
adding this cost to our yearly contract and possibly negotiating to pay half the
cost as we currently cover half the cost of the vehicle per the contract.
PUBLIC COMMENT –
Bob Murray, 5582 Duck Lake Rd. – Thanked Devin Barbier for coming in and thanked the Board
for backing his project. Disappointed that the Parks and Recreation commission could not come
to a consensus regarding the Master Plan. Contacted the DNR regarding moving forward and
the DNR stated they did not need approval from the Parks and Recreation Commission, just the
resolution from the Township Board so what happened at tonight’s meeting was proper even if
the Parks and Recreation commission feels slighted.
Lynn Knopf, 4328 Mystic Ln – Very disappointed at the actions of the Board because the Master
Plan could’ve been approved at any point during the year. It was only necessary to pass the
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plan by February 1st if grants were being applied for and the Parks and Recreation Commission
had no knowledge of any grants being applied for. She believes this was pushed through so that
a small group could push for grants for the Duck Creek Natural Area. She believes this could
hurt the relationship between the Commission and the Township Board and will let her feelings
be known to that state that there was an end run get around and that any submissions for
grants in this cycle should not be considered. She also believes the state may not approve it.
Ron Morse, 16919 Landing Ln – His son is Phill Morse who is running for State Rep in this
district. His website is www.philmorseforstaterep.com and his website has information about
him, his background, experience and platform.
Bobbi Allred, 4511 Lakewood Rd - Very disappointed with the Board’s decision to not add an
invocation to the agenda.
Mary Ann Bard, 1428 W River Rd - Comments attached.
Carlet Mitenbuler, 4623 Nestrom Rd – If the reason the Board usurped the Parks and
Recreation Commission tonight was because of the trails she is concerned that the idea of the
advancement of the trails is not known by the neighbors around the trails and she will make
sure that the neighbors are aware. She does not know who has jurisdiction over the Duck Creek
Natural Area whether it is the Parks and Recreation Commission or Township Board but she will
continue to work on all of it.
BOARD COMMENTS/DISCUSSION – Trustee Lundell spoke about the Parks and Recreation
Master Plan and is also disappointed with how it went down and that the Commission could
not come up with a plan they could agree on even with the months and money spent on the
plan. She feels that in order to benefit the township the decision had to be made by the Board.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Trustee Jeske, second by Trustee Graham, ADOPTED,
to adjourn the January 18, 2022 Regular Meeting of the Township
of Fruitland at 7:54 PM.
Upon Voice Vote: 6AYES – motion carried
Respectfully Submitted,
Breann Fagan, Clerk
Township of Fruitland
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Q2 How often do you or your family members visit a Fruitland Township
park?
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Q3 How would you rate the overall quality of existing park facilities in terms
of amenities provided?
Answered: 101
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COMMENTS (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Disc Golf would be a huge asset to this community. Kids and adults of all ages can get out
and experience this low cost and easy to learn sport.

11/13/2021 9:14 PM

2

Marcus Park has limited parking

11/13/2021 10:01 AM

3

Tennis courts could us fixing and tree trimming around the courts. We would love a cement
wall so that our kids and I could practice alone sometimes. The wall could shallot be used for
practicing soccer solo, which we would also do. I think that many of the community members
would use a “track” around the baseball/soccer fields for walking. These comments are for
nestrom park.

11/13/2021 6:45 AM

4

The “new” playground has NOTHING for the younger kids below age 8 - we took our grandkids
(ages 1 and 3) to play on the new playground- was very disappointed!! The baby swings are
too wide and that is the only thing on playground for little ones. Bring back the old toys you
had like the bouncy animals and real baby swings. When I think of a playground I think of the
young children. Fix the playground so EVERY child can enjoy it!!!

11/12/2021 7:43 AM

5

hot dog cart or food vendor of some sort or food truck spots township could make money for a
slot and increase traffic

11/10/2021 5:42 AM

6

We loved it when there was a basketball court/tennis court next to the fire station, but haven't
been there since they took it down.

11/10/2021 12:12 AM

7

McMillan Rd. end park (Bob's Park) stairway to beach?

11/9/2021 9:34 PM
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8

I have visited Nestrom park and Marcus park but it was years ago.

11/9/2021 9:12 PM

9

Nestrom Park is wonderful as it has the most space and options for activities. Marcus Park is
nice, but parking is difficult due to it being all sand and a bit dangerous if cars are not off the
road all the way. Having no bathrooms at Marcus is a downside along with no covered pavilion.
It is nice having a swim area for little ones that wouldn't be suited for Lake Michigan. Duck
Lake Rd Park is virtually no existent with the defunct tennis court next to the firehouse. The
recent addition of the nature trail is great, but not having a picnic area or other activity does not
make it desirable to go to and stay for any length of time.

11/1/2021 2:50 PM

10

Nestrom nees ramp for handicapped and aged to a small beach facility with tables for eating
and enjoying sunsets.

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

11

Duck Lake is closed

10/27/2021 6:09 AM

12

Not a park. Should be referred to as Duck Creek Natural Area

10/26/2021 7:26 PM

13

Keep up the hard work

10/25/2021 4:07 PM

14

The lakes are the big attraction.

10/23/2021 2:15 PM

15

Nestrom: Don't see why new playground was needed. Lighthouse: Why not on list?

10/22/2021 2:05 AM

16

Marcus Park needs better parking, and porta-johns

10/18/2021 12:06 PM

17

Lack of sanitation at Marcus and DLR

10/16/2021 11:00 AM

18

Great progress on Nestrom Park. Just wonderful. Keep the improvements coming. Seeing
Baseball back is Wonderful. Pickle ball improvement would be awesome and a nature trail to
walk

10/14/2021 11:09 AM

19

Is it possible to have “real” bathrooms at Nestrom Park? At least during the summer. Thank
you for all the previous work done at each park! We appreciate you!!

10/13/2021 3:52 AM

20

Too many people. Inviting to out of towners. Locals rarely use these parks. I avoid all of them.

10/12/2021 4:41 PM

21

I'm considering the new trails as part of Duck Lake Road park

10/12/2021 3:47 PM

22

Nestrom could have better baseball field, pickle ball courts and bigger kids area

10/12/2021 1:34 PM

23

Marcus needs improved parking and restrooms

10/12/2021 1:04 PM

24

Marcus Park needs parking improvement. It seems the Duck Lake Road park doesn't exist
anymore!. Consider making the remaining acres behind the fire barn there a picnic/and "study"
area, attached to Natural Area Trails.

10/12/2021 11:54 AM

25

Would like to see a walking path from Marcus Park to Duck Lake State Park. Lots of foot
traffic and the lack of walking space plus blind turn is pretty perilous. We’ve observed many
almost accidents. Seems highly preventable.

10/12/2021 8:55 AM

26

The upgrades to Nestrom Park the last couple years have been terrific Removing the disk golf
park was a huge plus

10/12/2021 8:34 AM
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Q4 How would you rate the overall appearance of existing park facilities in
terms of maintenance?
Answered: 100

Skipped: 1
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TOTAL
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#

COMMENTS (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Tennis courts could use some repairs

11/13/2021 6:45 AM

2

With the exception of the Duck Lake Road Park. I don't even think it still has basketball hoops.

11/9/2021 10:27 PM

3

I am going by the appearance as I drive by.

11/9/2021 9:12 PM

4

Nestrom has gotten a lot of love with the park being right next to the township offices. The
addition of new picnic tables at Marcus are nice, but the lacking of playground equipment care
is noticeable. Duck Lake Rd is horrendous other than the new nature trail.

11/1/2021 2:50 PM

5

Nestrom good. Marcus poor. Duck Lake very poor.

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

6

Need stairs at the park on scenic and McMillan rd ASAP

10/26/2021 9:14 PM

7

Nestrom Road Park is good, Marcus Park poor

10/26/2021 7:26 PM

8

If you combine them they are poor condition. Nestrom would be only one to visit.

10/25/2021 2:17 PM

9

Difficult to assess “maintenance”

10/24/2021 4:50 PM
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10

Against planting additional trees.

10/22/2021 2:05 AM

11

Restroom needed

10/18/2021 3:25 PM

12

Tennis courts are sub-standard; DLR is an eyesore

10/16/2021 11:00 AM

13

Much cleaner after disc golf removed.

10/12/2021 1:04 PM

14

Nestrom Park is great, the others need some work (see #3). Suggest establishing rotating
volunteer crews to do seasonal maintenance--Involve more youth and families!

10/12/2021 11:54 AM

15

Reviving the baseball fields was long over due and has added a lot of value to the experience
at the park

10/12/2021 8:34 AM
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Q5 How important are each of the following recreational facilities to you or
members of your household?
Answered: 101
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34.41%
32

3.23%
3

12.90%
12

9.68%
9

93

30.85%
29

31.91%
30

7.45%
7

20.21%
19

9.57%
9

94

8.70%
8

32.61%
30

17.39%
16

25.00%
23

16.30%
15

92

9.68%
9

47.31%
44

15.05%
14

16.13%
15

11.83%
11

93

3.26%
3

26.09%
24

19.57%
18

28.26%
26

22.83%
21

92

31.91%
30

36.17%
34

6.38%
6

15.96%
15

9.57%
9

94

5.49%
5

31.87%
29

16.48%
15

26.37%
24

19.78%
18

91

16.84%
16

15.79%
15

12.63%
12

24.21%
23

30.53%
29

95

6.45%
6

17.20%
16

16.13%
15

32.26%
30

27.96%
26

93

1.09%
1

13.04%
12

22.83%
21

33.70%
31

29.35%
27

92

1.09%
1

17.39%
16

18.48%
17

31.52%
29

31.52%
29

92

7.61%
7

10.87%
10

22.83%
21

34.78%
32

23.91%
22

92

13.83%
13

27.66%
26

22.34%
21

17.02%
16

19.15%
18

94

4.35%
4

40.22%
37

19.57%
18

16.30%
15

19.57%
18

92

8.60%
8

25.81%
24

17.20%
16

29.03%
27

19.35%
18

93

Biking
Playground
Picnicking
Baseball/softball
Tennis
Swimming
Boating
Ice skating
Sledding
Volleyball
Fishing
Soccer
Disc golf
Golf
In-line skating
Football
Skateboarding
Pickleball
Basketball
Concessions

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE
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1

Add orv trails

11/10/2021 1:59 PM

2

Quad/dirt bike/snow mobile riding

11/10/2021 12:12 AM

3

Preserving the natural beauty of our area.

11/9/2021 10:20 PM

4

Geocaching offers a fun family activity as well.

11/1/2021 2:50 PM

5

Winter activities ~ snowshoeing & cross country skiing

10/26/2021 7:26 PM

6

Why is "unsure" in the middle? I assume you meant "Middle importance"

10/22/2021 2:05 AM

7

Absolutely no sports/activities which harm the environmental aspects of the property or the
tranquility of the neighborhood

10/18/2021 12:06 PM

8

I would like to see nature talks, nature crafts, etc.

10/12/2021 4:41 PM

9

natural areas are very important to our family

10/12/2021 3:47 PM

10

Swimming beaches with lessons for kids on the lake in the summer. Seasonal events, like
skating on the lake and cross country skiing in the parks as "township events" would be great!
Also bike and runners races on our new trails!

10/12/2021 11:54 AM

11

You should have concessions for the baseball games

10/12/2021 8:34 AM
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SurveyMonkey

Q6 Indicate your opinion with the following to improve the Fruitland
Township park system.
Answered: 101

Redevelop/upgra
de existing...

Acquire land
for future...

Focus effort
on better...

Develop
additional...
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Provide
additional...

No additional
parks or...

0%

10%

20%

Strongly Agree
Disagree

30%

40%

50%

Agree
Strongly Disagree
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STRONGLY
AGREE

AGREE

NO
OPINION

DISAGREE

STRONGLY
DISAGREE

Redevelop/upgrade existing parks to
support a broader range of activities

36.00%
36

42.00%
42

16.00%
16

6.00%
6

Acquire land for future parks and open
space

30.30%
30

35.35%
35

21.21%
21

Focus effort on better maintenance of
existing facilities

31.31%
31

42.42%
42

Develop additional non-motorized trails

39.00%
39

Provide additional recreational
programs and activities
No additional parks or changes to
current facilities

TOTAL

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

0.00%
0

100

4.08

9.09%
9

4.04%
4

99

3.79

21.21%
21

5.05%
5

0.00%
0

99

4.00

39.00%
39

15.00%
15

4.00%
4

3.00%
3

100

4.07

21.88%
21

46.88%
45

20.83%
20

8.33%
8

2.08%
2

96

3.78

0.00%
0

5.21%
5

13.54%
13

41.67%
40

39.58%
38

96

1.84
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Q7 Which recreational facilities that are not controlled by the Township
have you or members of your household used during the last 12 months?
(mark all that apply)
Answered: 100

Skipped: 1

Duck Lake
State Park
Fred Meijer
Berry Juncti...
Public schools

Churches

Golf Courses
Michigan's
Adventure
Anderson Woods
Nature Preserve
Neighboring
townships
Private clubs
White River
Light Statio...
White Lake
Public Acces...
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Duck Lake State Park

99.00%

99

Fred Meijer Berry Junction Rail Trail

46.00%

46

Public schools

27.00%

27

Churches

26.00%

26

Golf Courses

35.00%

35

Michigan's Adventure

19.00%

19

Anderson Woods Nature Preserve

28.00%

28

Neighboring townships

50.00%

50

Private clubs

18.00%

18

White River Light Station Museum

56.00%

56

White Lake Public Access Sites

51.00%

51

Total Respondents: 100
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Muskegon state park

11/11/2021 11:57 AM

2

Road endings should be reestablished and considered as park controlled.

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

3

Important!!!!!! Weekly bike group ride that area with multiple route options specific to pace.
“Thursday We Ride!” group. Take them seriously for this study

10/24/2021 4:50 PM

4

McMillan road end lake view/access needs to be part of the park system. The township has
done a horrible job maintaining it.

10/23/2021 2:15 PM

5

Please don't compete with private enterprise: golf, indoor skateboarding....

10/22/2021 2:05 AM

6

Hoffmaster

10/15/2021 6:14 PM

7

Lewis Farms (season ticket holders). Great fun for our three grandkids.

10/13/2021 3:52 AM

8

Where is Anderson Woods?

10/12/2021 4:41 PM

9

Lake Michigan beaches--public and private, Duck Lake private beaches for swimming and
boating. Whitehall Ahtletic /Fitness Center.

10/12/2021 11:54 AM
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Q8 What are recreation facilities you would MOST LIKE TO SEE added in
the Township to meet the needs of the members of your household?
(select multiple)
Answered: 100

Bike
paths/trails
Dog park

Skate park
Outdoor
performance...
BMX course

Pool
Pickleball
courts
Picnic
facilities
Splash pad
Walking /
Nature Paths
Farmers Market
Mountain Bike
trail
Art center
exhibitions
Historical
museums/exhi...
Botanical
garden with...
Camping (tent
and RV)
Playground
Equipment
R

16 / 42
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Restrooms

Picnic Shelter

Disc Golf

Boat Launch
Cross Country
Skiing
Tennis Courts
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Bike paths/trails

60.00%

60

Dog park

32.00%

32

Skate park

8.00%

8

Outdoor performance space / amphitheater

18.00%

18

BMX course

4.00%

4

Pool

20.00%

20

Pickleball courts

30.00%

30

Picnic facilities

29.00%

29

Splash pad

12.00%

12

Walking / Nature Paths

68.00%

68

Farmers Market

32.00%

32

Mountain Bike trail

18.00%

18

Art center exhibitions

13.00%

13

Historical museums/exhibits

20.00%

20

Botanical garden with sculpture park

12.00%

12

Camping (tent and RV)

14.00%

14

Playground Equipment

28.00%

28

Restrooms

61.00%

61

Picnic Shelter

33.00%

33

Disc Golf

21.00%

21

Boat Launch

22.00%

22

Cross Country Skiing

24.00%

24

Tennis Courts

11.00%

11

Total Respondents: 100
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Please bring back the disc golf!!! The park had more people using it than I have ever seen now it is empty whenever we come. So sad to have a beautiful park that isn’t used!! Bring
back the disc golf!!

11/12/2021 7:43 AM

2

Orv trails

11/10/2021 1:59 PM

3

Basketball courts

11/10/2021 12:12 AM

4

ORV trails

11/9/2021 9:55 PM

5

Not added but tennis courts maintenance

11/9/2021 9:21 PM

6

Dedicated land we can hunt on during season

11/9/2021 9:11 PM

7

Basketball Courts

11/1/2021 2:50 PM
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8

Don't mix walking and bike trails.

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

9

Outdoor Exercise equipment

10/18/2021 12:06 PM

10

Nature talks and Nature craft classes

10/12/2021 4:41 PM
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SurveyMonkey

Q9 What recreation programs does your household have a NEED for?
(select multiple)
Answered: 90

Skipped: 11

20 / 42
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SurveyMonkey

Nature programs
Swimming
lessons
Youth sports
programs
Adult sports
programs
Senior programs

Summer camps
Art, dance,
performing arts
Programs for
people with...
Before and
after school...
Special /
Holiday events
Martial arts

Concert series
Personal
development
Fitness Classes
Volunteer
opportunities
Bike rental
facilities
Winter sports
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Nature programs

40.00%

36

Swimming lessons

18.89%

17

Youth sports programs

17.78%

16

Adult sports programs

25.56%

23

Senior programs

44.44%

40

Summer camps

7.78%

7

Art, dance, performing arts

16.67%

15

Programs for people with disabilities

5.56%

5

Before and after school programs

5.56%

5

Special / Holiday events

18.89%

17

Martial arts

4.44%

4

Concert series

30.00%

27

Personal development

16.67%

15

Fitness Classes

44.44%

40

Volunteer opportunities

16.67%

15

Bike rental facilities

10.00%

9

Winter sports

32.22%

29

Total Respondents: 90
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Disc Golf and playground equipment for young kids

11/12/2021 7:43 AM

2

Not interested in programming, but opportunities at well maintained parks and trails

11/10/2021 8:46 AM

3

Adult lap swim

11/9/2021 10:18 PM

4

ORV Trails

11/9/2021 9:55 PM

5

The winter sports complex is too close to put money into such a short season

11/9/2021 9:21 PM

6

Don’t expect the township to provide

10/27/2021 6:09 AM

7

ORV Trails

10/25/2021 2:17 PM

8

Opportunities for walking to improve health

10/22/2021 2:05 AM

9

bike trails that connect to other bike trails -- for safe bicycling for better health

10/20/2021 5:03 PM

10

Happy to do some teaching in the above areas!

10/12/2021 11:54 AM
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Q10 Choose the top three benefits of parks, trails, and programs that are
important to your household (select only three).
Answered: 101

Skipped: 0

Make Fruitland
Township a...
Improve
physical hea...
Preserve open
space and...
Improve mental
health and...
Develop and
improve yout...
Increase
property values
Attract new
residents an...
Help reduce
crime
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Make Fruitland Township a desirable place to live

63.37%

64

Improve physical health and fitness

72.28%

73

Preserve open space and environmental features

68.32%

69

Improve mental health and reduce stress

50.50%

51

Develop and improve youth social skills and self-image

7.92%

8

Increase property values

11.88%

12

Attract new residents and businesses

3.96%

4

Help reduce crime

8.91%

9

Other (please specify)

5.94%

6

Total Respondents: 101
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE
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1

Walker friendly roads and more hiking trails

11/12/2021 7:43 AM

2

Provide something to do

11/11/2021 11:57 AM

3

Provide a place for ORV use

11/9/2021 9:55 PM

4

brings people into the community to spend money

10/20/2021 5:03 PM

5

Senior fitness classes. Make agenda known so can attend.

10/12/2021 4:41 PM

6

Thought I only had 3 choices--OK then I would check ALL of these as benefits to my
household!

10/12/2021 11:54 AM
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SurveyMonkey

Q11 Choose the top three items below in which you believe the Township
should invest in during the next five 5 years (select only three).
Answered: 100

Skipped: 1

Safety in parks
Cleanliness in
park facilities
Youth programs

Adult programs

Senior programs
Non-motorized
trails
Improvements
to Nestrom Park
Improvements
to Marcus Park
Improvements
to Duck Lake...
Land
acquisition ...
Indoor
facilities
Concerts /
special events
Cultural /
historical...
Park
connectivity
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

25 / 42

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Fruitland Township Parks and Recreation Survey

SurveyMonkey

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Safety in parks

20.00%

20

Cleanliness in park facilities

27.00%

27

Youth programs

18.00%

18

Adult programs

6.00%

6

Senior programs

18.00%

18

Non-motorized trails

46.00%

46

Improvements to Nestrom Park

35.00%

35

Improvements to Marcus Park

33.00%

33

Improvements to Duck Lake Road Park

20.00%

20

Land acquisition / park expansion

27.00%

27

Indoor facilities

12.00%

12

Concerts / special events

19.00%

19

Cultural / historical facilities

7.00%

7

Park connectivity

9.00%

9

Other (please specify)

9.00%

9

Total Respondents: 100
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Disc golf

11/12/2021 7:43 AM

2

ORV trails

11/9/2021 9:55 PM

3

Boat launch

11/9/2021 9:11 PM

4

no bike paths on hiking paths as this wiil end up with e-bikes

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

5

Improve parking at Marcus; widen its beachfront.

10/22/2021 2:05 AM

6

bathrooms and picnic tables along the trails

10/20/2021 5:03 PM

7

Restroom at Marcus

10/18/2021 3:25 PM

8

Considering the township-owned natural acreage north of Duck Lake Road Park as part of that
park, it would be nice if the marked trails were completed. However, this area should not be
overly developed.

10/12/2021 3:47 PM

9

A cross-township 4-season trail would make park connectivity a reality.

10/12/2021 11:54 AM
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Q12 How important is to you that the Township provide quality recreation
programs, events and services to citizens?
Answered: 101

Skipped: 0

Not
N
ot important at all
Not
N
ot very important
Unsure
Unsure

Very
V
ery Important

Somewhat
S
omewhat Important

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Very Important

46.53%

47

Somewhat Important

37.62%

38

Unsure

4.95%

5

Not very important

8.91%

9

Not important at all

1.98%

2

TOTAL

101

27 / 42

Fruitland Township Parks and Recreation Survey

SurveyMonkey

Q13 What are reasons preventing you or members of your household
from using parks, recreational facilities, or programs (select all that apply)?
Answered: 97

Skipped: 4

Parks don't
have ameniti...
Program of
interest not...
I do not know
where park...
I do not know
what program...
Visual
attractiveness
Inadequate
parking
Safety concerns
Maintenance /
cleanliness...
Inadequate
seating
Too far from
residence
Not accessible
for people w...
Spend time on
other things
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Parks don't have amenities of interest

39.18%

38

Program of interest not offered

16.49%

16

I do not know where park facilities are located

6.19%

6

I do not know what programs are offered

32.99%

32

Visual attractiveness

10.31%

10

Inadequate parking

14.43%

14

Safety concerns

6.19%

6

Maintenance / cleanliness concerns

17.53%

17

Inadequate seating

1.03%

1

Too far from residence

9.28%

9

Not accessible for people with disabilities

6.19%

6

Spend time on other things

36.08%

35

Other (please specify)

23.71%

23

Total Respondents: 97
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Bring back disc golf and improve the playground for all children to be able to use.

11/12/2021 7:43 AM

2

Restrooms

11/10/2021 7:36 AM

3

We're an older couple, we don't do a lot of recreation.

11/9/2021 10:00 PM

4

Dogs not on leash at Nestrom

11/9/2021 10:00 PM

5

Not enough ORV access

11/9/2021 9:55 PM

6

No bathroom at nestrom park

11/9/2021 9:21 PM

7

Getting old

11/9/2021 9:15 PM

8

Marcus park needs handicap parking and restroom facilities. Duck Lake Road park needs
parking, tables, restrooms and reopen up the path to the Natural Area.

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

9

Can’t access beach at nest rom and scenic. Fix the stairs please

10/26/2021 9:14 PM

10

C

10/25/2021 4:07 PM

11

No indoor rental facility to rent and no marketing of events

10/25/2021 2:17 PM

12

An area perfect for bike trails for recreation and even commuter links continues to struggle
unnecessarily-this includes connecting berry junction Michigan adventure to Duck lake SP snd
south to MKG SP snd winter sports complex- expensive sure but no brainer.

10/24/2021 4:50 PM

13

Not enough time.

10/23/2021 2:15 PM

14

non-connected, non-existent non-motorized trails that link with other trails

10/20/2021 5:03 PM

15

Restroom

10/18/2021 3:25 PM

16

I currently use many parks and recreation facilities

10/15/2021 6:14 PM

17

The Pickle Ball courts are not in good shape

10/14/2021 11:09 AM

18

We mostly use Nestrom Park. Perhaps focus on what to do to attract folks to use Duck Lake

10/13/2021 3:52 AM
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Rd Park and Marcus Park more. Marcus Park needs more parking available.
19

none

10/12/2021 6:43 PM

20

Too many people. Most are not from Fruitland Township.

10/12/2021 4:41 PM

21

Most of our outdoor recreational time in the township is spent at Duck Lake or the State Park.
Marcus and Nestrom Parks are good extensions of the natural areas.

10/12/2021 3:47 PM

22

Restroom quality and cleanliness

10/12/2021 1:00 PM

23

We typically create our own recreation on other public and private lands, but township parks
and facilities are quite adequate now.--Except of course for the dangerous driving on streets &
roads that should be safe for walkers & non-motorized vehicles as well.

10/12/2021 11:54 AM
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Q14 What community events and festivals would you like to see
in Fruitland Township (select multiple)?
Answered: 90

Skipped: 11

Holiday events

Family events

Crafting events

Run/Walk events
Outdoor movie
events
Sporting
events...
Other (please
specify)
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Holiday events

45.56%

41

Family events

48.89%

44

Crafting events

26.67%

24

Run/Walk events

47.78%

43

Outdoor movie events

25.56%

23

Sporting events (tournaments)

30.00%

27

Other (please specify)

20.00%

18

Total Respondents: 90
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Blueberry Festival

11/13/2021 10:01 AM

2

Disc golf tournament

11/12/2021 7:43 AM

3

Cars show, farm to table events

11/11/2021 11:57 AM

4

Not especially interested in events

11/10/2021 8:46 AM

5

music festivals. cannabis events

11/10/2021 5:42 AM

6

No needed

11/9/2021 9:21 PM
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7

Return of farm (blueberry) program or such with children entertainment programs.

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

8

Outdoor concerts

10/28/2021 6:43 PM

9

Any and all

10/25/2021 2:17 PM

10

Concerts

10/24/2021 6:11 PM

11

Cycling paddling hiking

10/24/2021 4:50 PM

12

music events at Nestrom Park

10/23/2021 2:15 PM

13

none needed that would require tax dollars

10/22/2021 2:05 AM

14

Renaissance or outdoor music festivals

10/20/2021 5:03 PM

15

Biking events and community picnic or social

10/15/2021 6:14 PM

16

We enjoyed the Blueberry Festival when it was at Nestrom Park.

10/13/2021 3:52 AM

17

Senior yoga or Tai Chi

10/12/2021 4:41 PM

18

Biking and x-country skiing events. Maybe a Halloween party for kids, Feature Michigan water
trail events too, as we all know that Duck Lake is a destination on the lake Michigan Water
Trail!

10/12/2021 11:54 AM
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Q15 What is your gender?
Answered: 100

Skipped: 1

Prefer
P
refer not to answer

Female
Female
Male
Male

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Female

51.00%

51

Male

43.00%

43

Prefer not to answer

6.00%

6

TOTAL

100

#

PREFER NOT TO ANSWER

DATE

1

Not Relevant

11/12/2021 6:07 AM

2

Why do you need this

11/11/2021 11:57 AM

3

n/a

11/10/2021 1:32 PM

4

Why is this question important to your survey?

11/10/2021 8:46 AM

5

X

11/10/2021 7:36 AM

6

Why?

10/23/2021 2:15 PM
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Q16 What is your age?
Answered: 100

Skipped: 1

50
40
30
20
10
0
0-17

18-24

25-44

45-64

65-84

85+

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

0-17

0.00%

0

18-24

0.00%

0

25-44

25.00%

25

45-64

35.00%

35

65-84

39.00%

39

85+

1.00%

1

Total Respondents: 100
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Q17 How many children under the age of 18 live in your household?
Answered: 99

Skipped: 2

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
0

1

2

3

More than 3

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

0

69.70%

69

1

10.10%

10

2

16.16%

16

3

3.03%

3

More than 3

1.01%

1

TOTAL

99
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Q18 Please add any additional comments below.
Answered: 26

Skipped: 75

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Na

11/13/2021 10:32 AM

2

N/a

11/13/2021 10:26 AM

3

Marcus Park has an ignorant sign. No Jet Skis. All other PWC are allowed?

11/13/2021 10:01 AM

4

Our parks are great. I would love to have a local place for swimming lessons. Being
surrounded by water, that’s a huge concern for a mother.

11/12/2021 10:56 PM

5

You have plenty of open space at Nestrom Park so make a spot for people (especially the
elderly) to chip golf balls. Turn one of the tennis courts into pickle ball court, put in shuffle
board court. Put disc golf course back in. Hopefully I didn’t waste my time and my opinion
doesn’t get tossed out. I’m sure the board has already made up their minds and this is just a
formality.

11/12/2021 7:43 AM

6

Stop mass development in Fruitland Township. No more condos, townhouses or zero lot line
residences

11/11/2021 7:08 PM

7

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the country, we need more facilities.

11/11/2021 7:05 PM

8

Na

11/11/2021 11:57 AM

9

Thank you

11/10/2021 5:18 PM

10

Parking at Markus Park is important. Duck Lake road park not a welcoming site.

11/10/2021 10:32 AM

11

township needs to have cannabis consumption friendly zoning so events can be thrown at
these parks

11/10/2021 5:42 AM

12

Mountain biking similar to mosquito creek would benefit this area. Fat tire accessible gives
year round use.

11/9/2021 10:20 PM

13

Fix and maintain what we have. The stairs and beach area are a mess.

11/9/2021 9:21 PM

14

Owner of summer cottage established since 1927 and seriously concerned about lack of public
land and care of these lands by past administrations. Also, the survey should have covered
the White River Lighthouse and the long ago acquired 300 + acres for a future park.

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

15

Glad to see this survey offered; now what will the township do with the information?

10/28/2021 11:55 AM

16

I would love to see a bike path for health and safety due to the curvy road of scenic. Also
please fix the stairs at scenic and McMillan. We have a beautiful beach and cannot use it.

10/26/2021 9:14 PM

17

The park system needs to take over control of the McMillan Road end [Bobs Park].

10/23/2021 2:15 PM

18

I go to Nestrom for exercise (walking) and meditation. Can't figure out how to access Marcus
without getting stuck in sand.

10/22/2021 2:05 AM

19

Developing non-motorized trails that connect with other bicycle trails with possible rustic
campsites would be wonderful.

10/20/2021 5:03 PM

20

Restroom at Marcus

10/18/2021 3:25 PM

21

Bike paths in Fruitland Township would be a wonderful addition to health and quality of life

10/18/2021 10:41 AM

22

Even though I don’t live in your township I think it is great you are doing this survey.

10/15/2021 6:14 PM

23

We have 3 grandchildren ages 12, 10, and 7. Our Fruitland Parks have been a real joy in
helped them play, have fun and be entertained! Thank you for the recent playground
improvements and for all the hard work you do!!

10/13/2021 3:52 AM

24

We can be better than this. Let's try. Sports isn't the answer. Can find that anywhere.

10/12/2021 4:41 PM
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25

Thank you for seeking public opinions . I and my household look forward under your
leadership, to seeing Fruitland become a VERY livable community!

10/12/2021 11:54 AM

26

None

10/12/2021 8:55 AM
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Q19 Contact information (optional).
Answered: 29

Skipped: 72

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Name

96.55%

28

Address

82.76%

24

Email

96.55%

28

Phone Number

75.86%

22

#

NAME

DATE

1

Brianna Bailey

11/13/2021 10:26 AM

2

Theresa Price

11/13/2021 6:45 AM

3

Stephanie Dalrymple

11/12/2021 10:56 PM

4

Shelley

11/11/2021 7:05 PM

5

will

11/10/2021 5:42 AM

6

Cathy Golightly

11/10/2021 12:38 AM

7

Stefanie Sweany

11/9/2021 9:37 PM

8

Lisa Metsaars

11/9/2021 9:12 PM

9

Ace Covey

11/1/2021 2:50 PM

10

Norman Knopf

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

11

Greg

10/29/2021 3:33 PM

12

Carol

10/27/2021 11:20 PM

13

Shae collins

10/26/2021 9:14 PM

14

Dave Rice

10/26/2021 7:26 PM

15

Robert Hespelt

10/26/2021 12:01 PM

16

Terry Welsh

10/25/2021 4:07 PM

17

Donna Secor Pennington

10/24/2021 10:19 PM

18

Linda Penny

10/18/2021 10:41 AM

19

Thomas Tisue

10/16/2021 11:00 AM

20

jim ziemba

10/14/2021 7:26 PM

21

Robert Penny

10/14/2021 11:09 AM

22

Lonnie Ward

10/13/2021 3:52 AM

23

Hoyt Fonger

10/12/2021 6:43 PM

24

Cindy Barnes

10/12/2021 4:41 PM

25

Justin Ziemba

10/12/2021 1:34 PM

26

probably pretty obvious, right?

10/12/2021 11:54 AM

27

Rachel Curtis

10/12/2021 8:55 AM
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28

David Pequet

10/12/2021 8:34 AM

#

ADDRESS

DATE

1

3360 Riley Thompson

11/13/2021 10:26 AM

2

3917 Scenic

11/13/2021 6:45 AM

3

3563 Orshal

11/12/2021 10:56 PM

4

6654 Blank Rd

11/11/2021 7:05 PM

5

4330 Duck Lake

11/10/2021 12:38 AM

6

4822 W. McMillan

11/9/2021 9:37 PM

7

5821 Duck Lake rd.

11/9/2021 9:12 PM

8

3901 Nestrom Rd

11/1/2021 2:50 PM

9

3883 Fairway Drive

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

10

6269 Durham Rd Whitehall

10/29/2021 3:33 PM

11

6269 Durham Rd Whitehall

10/27/2021 11:20 PM

12

2910 scenic drive

10/26/2021 9:14 PM

13

4047 Nestrom Road

10/26/2021 7:26 PM

14

4327 Mystic Ln

10/26/2021 12:01 PM

15

3720 South Dangl Road, Muskegon

10/25/2021 4:07 PM

16

1418 Lakeshore Drive

10/24/2021 10:19 PM

17

Laketon Township (Green Creek Road)

10/20/2021 5:03 PM

18

5830 Duck Lake Road

10/18/2021 10:41 AM

19

4388 Duck Lake Road

10/16/2021 11:00 AM

20

4387 winterwoods shores

10/14/2021 7:26 PM

21

5830 Duck Lake Road

10/14/2021 11:09 AM

22

5854 Duck Lake Rd

10/13/2021 3:52 AM

23

5538 Duck Lake Road

10/12/2021 6:43 PM

24

5770 Duck Lake Rd.

10/12/2021 8:55 AM

#

EMAIL

DATE

1

Bbailey2335@yahoo.com

11/13/2021 10:26 AM

2

Theresaprice30@gmail.com

11/13/2021 6:45 AM

3

Sissalesgroup@gmail.com

11/12/2021 10:56 PM

4

shellangles@gmail.com

11/11/2021 7:05 PM

5

chillbur3@hotmail.com

11/10/2021 5:42 AM

6

cathygolightly@yahoo,com

11/10/2021 12:38 AM

7

Stefanie.sweany@gmail.com

11/9/2021 9:37 PM

8

Craft3h@yahoo.com

11/9/2021 9:12 PM

9

fly@mittendrone.com

11/1/2021 2:50 PM

10

normanknopf0902@comcast.net

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

11

gregsnmumcf@gmail.com

10/29/2021 3:33 PM
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12

cschwemin63@gmail.com

10/27/2021 11:20 PM

13

Lidostat@gmail.com

10/26/2021 9:14 PM

14

drice4000@aol.com

10/26/2021 7:26 PM

15

billybear11@comcast.net

10/26/2021 12:01 PM

16

Welshpack@comcast.net

10/25/2021 4:07 PM

17

dsecorpenn@gmail.com

10/24/2021 10:19 PM

18

Good4cents@yahoo.com

10/18/2021 10:41 AM

19

thomastisue@comcast.net

10/16/2021 11:00 AM

20

zillyzonka@yahoo.com

10/14/2021 7:26 PM

21

Bobonecent@yahoo.com

10/14/2021 11:09 AM

22

Lonnieward@fbinsmi.com

10/13/2021 3:52 AM

23

h.r.fonger@gmail.com

10/12/2021 6:43 PM

24

jcabarnes@aol.com

10/12/2021 4:41 PM

25

justin@ziembacapital.com

10/12/2021 1:34 PM

26

terrieham@live.com

10/12/2021 11:54 AM

27

Rachelleighcurtis@gmail.com

10/12/2021 8:55 AM

28

dave@mpi-invest.com

10/12/2021 8:34 AM

#

PHONE NUMBER

DATE

1

4404293575

11/13/2021 10:26 AM

2

231.740.6194

11/13/2021 6:45 AM

3

2316703557

11/12/2021 10:56 PM

4

2415570631

11/11/2021 7:05 PM

5

2317808501

11/10/2021 12:38 AM

6

2317402795

11/9/2021 9:12 PM

7

2316389866

11/1/2021 2:50 PM

8

231-288-1720

10/29/2021 7:00 PM

9

2312062153

10/26/2021 9:14 PM

10

2317888344

10/26/2021 7:26 PM

11

2035378649

10/26/2021 12:01 PM

12

231-740-7394

10/25/2021 4:07 PM

13

6169020820

10/24/2021 10:19 PM

14

3172584251

10/18/2021 10:41 AM

15

2314214408

10/16/2021 11:00 AM

16

847-910-9791

10/14/2021 7:26 PM

17

231-766-1230

10/14/2021 11:09 AM

18

231-730-5334

10/13/2021 3:52 AM

19

616-414-7804

10/12/2021 6:43 PM

20

720-839-5619

10/12/2021 1:34 PM

40 / 42

Fruitland Township Parks and Recreation Survey

SurveyMonkey

21

231 766-0395

10/12/2021 11:54 AM

22

6165509855

10/12/2021 8:55 AM
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Q20 If you provide your contact information, is it okay if the Township
contacts you in regard to your responses? (individual responses will not be
published and your anonymity will be preserved)
Answered: 44

Skipped: 57

No
No

Yes
Yes

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

65.91%

29

No

34.09%

15

TOTAL

44
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American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) Resident Ideas
 Improve parking area at Marcus Park
 Run fiber or partner with Comcast to provide fiber for broadband internet…or lay fiber and let
providers light it up for us.
 Bike path or road shoulders along Scenic Drive – similar to what they have in Grand Haven along
Lake Shore Drive
 Bike path or road shoulders along South Shore Drive
 High Speed internet – fast and reliable
 Spray for Gypsy Moth Caterpillars
 McMillan Rd End – remove damaged stairs and replace with new stairs to beach.
o ADA accessible path to stairs.
 Food shack or area for food truck at Duck Lake State Park.
 Community Garden
 Fix Tennis Courts at Nestrom Park
 Create a “Fit Track” at Nestrom Park, Old Entrance to Duck Lake State Park or Berry Junction
Trail…. include “mile or distance markers to keep track of progress.
 Kayak and canoe launch areas
 Movie Screen for a Fruitland Township Movie night – Nestrom Park
 Dog Park/walk area at the Light House
 Create a Fruitland Township Community Engagement Campaign
 Improved Communication Networks
 Install new Bridges on Todd Rd.
 Bike/walk path on Murray Rd.
 Boating and Fishing
o Redesign Scenic Drive Road End Ramp
 Include permanent dock
o Design/Improve the other road ends (Lamos, Nestrom, White Lake Dr) for access to
White Lake
 Nestrom Park
o Create soccer field
 Scoreboard and bleachers
o New well and upgrade irrigation
o Create sand volleyball courts
o Upgrade dugouts
o Create dog run area
 Street corner lighting
 Cemetery
o New roof and doors on the maintenance building
o New plot directory
o Upgrade/paint cemetery sign

