
 

 

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 15, 2010 

MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: Trustee Bard, Trustee Binns, Trustee Bole, Trustee Deur, Clerk Rillema, Treasurer 
 Hepler, Supervisor St. Amour 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Thirty-seven (37) interested parties. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor St. Amour called the Monday, March 15, 2010 Regular Meeting 
to order @ 7:05 PM and welcomed those present, led the Pledge of Allegiance and asked for a 
moment of silence for those less fortunate. 
 

AGENDA:  
Motion by Trustee Binns, second by Trustee Bard, ADOPTED, to accept the 
March 15, 2010 Regular Township Board Meeting Agenda. 
Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

1. Lee Holly, 6020 South Shore Drive-  Asked if during the course of the agenda if the Board 
 would suspend to hear public comment.  Supervisor St. Amour that the Board would address 
 suspending if it deemed necessary. 
2. Tom Grein, 5780 Oak Tree Lane – Concerned about the possibility of the light house hours 
 being reduced due to the one-half million dollars worth of artifacts and possibility of not 
 having a live in curator.  Reminded the Board of its responsibility to keep the light house 
 going. 
3. Holly Roberts, 1640 N. Roberts – Stated that her mother was a lighthouse keeper in the 
 1950’s and that she was conceived there.  She stated that the light house is part of the 
 Positively Michigan Campaign and encouraged the Board to keep the museum operating as 
 it currently is. 
4. Betsy Grein, 5780 Oak Tree Lane – Encouraged the Board to find other areas in the budget 
 to preserve the White River Light House Station and feels the money to pay Karen 
 McDonnell to serve as our curator is well spent. 
5. John Truxell, 7862 Old Channel Trail – Stated that he was an interested citizen encouraging 
 the Board to find creative ways to preserve the museum.  Many other users (fisherman, 
 beach goers, sunset watchers) other than museum visitors use the parking lot.  He suggested 
 maybe a fee to park or use the area. 
6. Cindy Ackerman, 2195 Scenic Drive – Asked if the trees that were marked on Scenic Drive 
 for the upcoming road project were definite to be removed or if any of them could be saved.  
 Road Commissioner Black responded “yes” but asked Ms. Ackerman to contact Paul 
 Bouman at the Muskegon County Road Commission to discuss particular trees.  
7. Lee Holly, 6020 South Shore Drive – Agreed that money from the Township general fund 
 needs to be reduced and would like to see a community wide foundation established to help 
 solicit funds to offset the difference. 
8. Roger Scharmer, 8495 Old Channel Drive – Encouraged the Board to maintain the museum 
 and retain Karen McDonnell as curator.  Would like to see a honorary resolution to Karen 
 for all her dedication to the light house. 
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9. Jim Duncan, 5800 Murray Road – Stated that the burden of raising funds to maintain the 
 museum as is, is not the responsibility of the Township Board.  Times have changed and 
 funding is dwindling.  The community needs to be involved in find other funding sources to 
 continue the light house as it currently functions.  The Board of Trustees has given us a full 
 year to investigate other funding sources and all interested parties need to work together. 
10. Kevin Even, 4630 Nestrom Road – Suggested that a blue ribbon committee including 
 persons from all surrounding jurisdictions be formed to gather information and input to fund 
 the light house.  Fruitland Township does not have a open checkbook to continue with 
 sources of funding being depleted. 
11. Mel Black, 2465 Lorenson Road – Wanted to congratulate the Board of Trustees on their 
 recent agreement with the Muskegon County Road Commission to engage in an asset 
 management program to preserve the roads in Fruitland Township.   All 
 boards/commissions/counties are experiencing decreased funding.  Everyone wants a piece 
 of the pie, but there are only so many pieces.  He too encouraged a committee to seek 
 additional funding for the museum. 
12. Matt Burns, 2375 W. Bard – Questioned why the “draft” minutes of meetings are not placed 
 on the township website.  Clerk Rillema responded that she does not place them on the 
 website, but they are available within eight days for the public to review at the township 
 hall.  Approved minutes are placed on the website within five days of the approval date.  All 
 minutes are available to view at the township hall during normal business hours.  Mr. Burns 
 asked what happens to the newspapers that are collected at the ecology station.  Supervisor 
 St. Amour stated that another church picks them up for an exchange of service – leaf raking.  
 Mr. Burns stated that his church in the past used to pick them up and questioned Supervisor 
 St. Amour, why?  Supervisor St. Amour stated that a member of Mr. Burns church did not 
 want to have the papers for an exchange of service. 
13. Keith Olds, 5490 Olds Lane – Inquired if a user fee was charged for admission at the 
 museum.  Parks & Recreation Commission Chair Duncan responded “yes” - $4.00 adult, 
 $2.00 children. 
 

MINUTES: 

Motion by Trustee Bard, second by Trustee Bole, ADOPTED, to accept the 
February 9, 2010 Work Session Minutes and the February 15, 2010 Public 
Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes. 

   Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 

 

RECEIPTS & DISBURSEMENTS: 

 

   Motion by Clerk Rillema, second by Trustee Deur, ADOPTED, to accept the 
   Receipts of $199,211.11 and Bank Balance and Certificate of Deposits of  
   $1,211,030.34 for the period of February 1, 2010 through February 28, 2010 
   as reported by Melissa Hepler, Fruitland Township Treasurer and approve  
   General Fund 101 Disbursements in the amount of $62,367.40 for the period 
   of February 1, 2010 through February 28, 2010, as reported by Karolyn  
   Rillema, Fruitland Township Clerk. 

   Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 

 

Clerk Rillema and Treasurer Hepler have been able to reconcile the difference from the prior 
month’s ending bank balance and certificate of deposits, plus current month’s deposits and 
disbursements to balance with current months ending bank balance and certificate of deposits.  



FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP MARCH 15, 2010 REGULAR MEETING 

 3 

Journal entries and a few revenue/liability accounts are not listed on the revenue/disbursements 
spreadsheet prepared by the BS&A program.  Clerk Rillema is pleased to report that the bank 
statements are reconciling each month. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Supervisor St. Amour reminded all to sign up for enews @ E-news@fruitlandtwp.org.  MCRC is 
hosting an Asset Management Workshop on Thursday, March 25 in which Treasurer Hepler and he 
will be attending.  The EPA has opened a 45-day public comment from February 26 to April 12 for 
the community to state their opinions about the alternate cleanup strategy for contaminated ground 
water and source areas at the Occidental Chemical Corp facility.  Contact Supervisor St. Amour if 
you would like the public comment form and/or information.  Supervisor St. Amour also stated that 
in the audience were Jim Duncan – Parks & Recreation Commission Chair, Mel Black – Muskegon 
County Road Commission, Charles Nash – Muskegon County Commissioner and Amy Van Loon – 
White Lake Area Chamber of Commerce.  Charles Nash introduced himself and said he was 
running for 92nd District.  He gave a brief overview of his campaign strategy.   
 

COMMITTEE/BOARD UPDATES:  

 

• White Lake Ambulance Authority – Trustee Bard stated that January had a record high of 
131 calls and so far in the month of February, 78 calls were received.  WLAA held their 
annual CPR in Montague and had 42 attendees.  The WLAA board has appointed a 
committee to review buildings in the area for rent after receiving a new lease agreement 
from the City of Whitehall.  Blood pressure checks will continue to be taken at Fruitland 
Township the third Friday of each month.  

• White Lake Fire Authority – Trustee Bole stated that the WLFA meeting was cancelled this 
month.  Supervisor St. Amour stated that the permits for the dry hydrants had been applied 
for with the DNRE.  The Muskegon Soil Conservation District has given their approval. 

• Parks and Recreation Commission – Trustee Binns stated that the Parks & Rec Commission 
has reached a settlement with Marcus Dunes Association and Winterwood Shores on the 
Marcus Park issue.  A Public hearing to discuss the Master Plan for Parks, Recreation, Open 
Space and Natural Areas is scheduled for Monday, April 5, 2010 at 7:00 PM. 

• Planning Commission – Trustee Deur was asked by Chairperson Kooistra to present the 
Planning Commission Year End Report (April 2009 – March 2010).  The officers for 2009 
were Carol Kooistra, Chairperson; Tom Thompson, Vice Chairperson; and Brian 
Lernowich, Secretary.  Commissioner Steve Nagengast replaced Commissioner Matt Cross 
in April.  Two major projects were completed:  Newly amended Master Plan was reviewed 
extensively and adopted in February and all members of the PC reviewed the MTA Guide to 
Planning & Zoning.  The entire book was reviewed and summarized by individual members 
at the monthly meetings.  Other duties included:  review and approval of a Special Land Use 
Permit Application for McCormick LLC, review and approval for a Private Street 
Application for Gerald Henning, Sealand Inc., several other permit requests with public 
hearings were held and 15 ordinances have been reviewed and amended as recommended by 
the Ordinance Review Sub-committee. 

 
   Motion by Trustee Deur, second by Trustee Bole, ADOPTED, to reappoint 
   Tom Thompson to the Planning Commission for another three year term  
   beginning April 1, 2010 through March 31, 2013. 
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   Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 
 
   Motion by Trustee Deur, second by Trustee Bard, ADOPTED, to authorize 
   the Clerk to purchase three books requested by Chairperson Kooistra in the 
   amount of $67.00. 
   Roll Call Vote:  Trustee Bole AYE, Treasurer Hepler AYE, Clerk Rillema 
   AYE, Trustee Binns AYE, Trustee Bard AYE, Trustee Deur AYE,  
   Supervisor St. Amour AYE 

• Muskegon County Regional Water System Board – 

   Motion by Clerk Rillema, second by Trustee Binns, ADOPTED, to authorize 
   Supervisor St. Amour to send a letter requesting the water funds in the  
   amount of $3,911.56 be turned over to Fruitland Township and placed in a 
   Restricted Fund which can only be used for water system related expenses. 
   Roll Call Vote:  Trustee Bard AYE, Trustee Deur AYE, Trustee Binns AYE, 
   Clerk Rillema AYE, Treasurer Hepler AYE, Trustee Bole AYE, Supervisor 
   St. Amour AYE  
 
Citizen’s Advisory Wireless Committee -  

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP 

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-09 

SUPPORT FOR AZULSTAR RURAL BROADBAND FUNDING APPLICATION 

 
WHEREAS, AzulStar, Inc. is a Michigan-based company that is applying for funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
  (ARRA) of 2009 through the USDA’s Broadband Initiatives Program; and, 
 
WHEREAS, AzulStar has proposed the deployment and operation of a broadband wireless network encompassing the counties of Muskegon, 
  Newaygo, Oceana, and Ottawa; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Fruitland Township has large areas which presently do not have access to high-speed broadband services;  and, 
 
WHEREAS, a large number of Fruitland Township residents have expressed their desire for greater access to high-speed broadband services, 
  which will improve educational opportunities for students, and will improve our citizens’ access to community organizations, 
  medical facilities, schools, libraries, and businesses; and, 
 
WHEREAS, AzulStar has been operating as an Internet Service Provider in Michigan since 2003, and has invested significant capital  
  resources to bring broadband to underserved areas; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Fruitland Township has, through its Citizens Advisory Committee, attempted to improve broadband  service within the  
  township, but has been advised that many large Internet Service Providers are not interested in spending money to construct 
  broadband access facilities in low-density population areas; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Fruitland Township strongly supports AzulStar’s application for ARRA broadband funding in 
  order to improve broadband service to our community, thereby making our community a more attractive, convenient, and  
  economically viable  place for residents to live. 
 
Motion by Trustee Deur, second by Trustee Bole, ADOPTED, Resolution 2010-09 to support AzulStar’s rural broadband funding application. 
 
Upon a roll call vote, with all members present, the members voted as follows: 
“AYE”:  Trustee Bole, Treasurer Hepler, Clerk Rillema, Trustee Binns, Trustee Deur, Trustee Bard, Supervisor St. Amour  
“NAY”:  None 
“ABSENT”:  None 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Resolution 2010-09 was adopted by the Board of Fruitland Township, at a Regular meeting held March 15, 2010 at 
7:00PM. 
       ____________________________________ 
       Karolyn Rillema, Clerk 
       Township of Fruitland 

 
   Motion by Trustee Deur, second by Trustee Binns, ADOPTED, based upon a 
   request from AzulStar and the Citizen’s Advisory Wireless Service  
   Committee, I hereby move that the CAC be authorized to place a petition at 
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   either (1) the reception desk of Fruitland Township Hall or (2) on an  
   appropriate online website, or both to solicit resident’s signatures for  
   AzulStar’s broadband funding application to the US Department of  
   Agriculture for ARRA funding of rural, broadband service initiatives in  
   Muskegon County. 
   Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 
 

• Citizen’s Advisory Regulatory Ordinance Committee – Trustee Bole stated that no meeting 
was scheduled due to conflicts of committee members availability.  Supervisor St. Amour 
asked Trustee Bole to re-energize the group and if needed to contact him. 

• Citizen’s Advisory Residential Rental Committee – Trustee Deur stated that the Planning 
Commission has reviewed the suggestions and have made informal comments which will be 
presented to the Board of Trustees for discussion. 

• Citizen’s Advisory McMillan Road End Committee – Treasurer Hepler stated that $1,335.00 
has been received to date toward the stairway/landing project. 

• Zoning Board of Appeals – Trustee Bole stated that no meeting was held this month. 

• Fred Meijer Berry Junction Rail Trail – Supervisor St. Amour stated that after months of 
negotiating and discussions, money from the Fred Meijer Fund through the Coalition and 
matched funds from MDOT have been assigned to this project in the amount of 
approximately $1,000,000.00.  Engineer prints are being updated and necessary changes are 
being made to match the funds.  More details will be forthcoming once items are finalized. 

• White Lake Public Advisory Council – Trustee Deur stated that the EPA would like to add 
six additional purge wells at the OxyChem property but OxyChem does not see the 
necessity.  Public comment will be April 14, 2010 and will be advertised in the White Lake 
Beacon. 

 

Supervisor St. Amour stated that approximately 45 residents have served on seven citizen’s 
advisory committees in the last year and thanked all those board and commissioners that serve on 
our Parks & Recreation Commission, Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals. 
  

OLD BUSINESS -   

 

1. 1562 Duck Lake Road – Supervisor St. Amour stated that this is placeholder and Trustee 
 Deur offered the following motion: 
 
   Motion by Trustee Deur, second by Trustee Bole, ADOPTED, to move to  
   request the Planning Commission to examine the current zoning ordinance 
   which prohibits accessory buildings on vacant parcels, unless the parcels are 
   in the Agricultural Overlay Zone and to issue a report to the Board of  
   Trustees regarding their findings. 
   Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 
 
2. 5623 Murray Road – Supervisor St. Amour stated that the court date is April 12, 2010. 
 
3. 2745 Lorenson Road – Supervisor St. Amour stated that the court date is April 4, 2010. 
  
4. 3350 Bard Road – Supervisor St. Amour stated that the court date is March 30, 2010.  
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5. Condemnation Hearings – Supervisor St. Amour stated that Condemnation Officer Duncan 
 has resigned but is willing to continue until a replacement is secured. Anyone interested in 
 that position should contact Supervisor St. Amour.  All properties:  6106- 245-003-0003-00 
 – 6168 & 6188 Murray Road, Nord Road, Scenic Drive (garage), Scenic  Drive (house) are 
 in cycle for updates in April and completion dates in July 2010. 
 
6. Community Building Drain – Supervisor St. Amour stated that now that the weather is 
 favorable, the drain at the Community Building will be scheduled.   
 

NEW BUSINESS – 

 

1. Pressure Washer Purchase – Trustee Bole will research different models and present at the 
 April work session. 
 
2. Muskegon County Drain Right-Of-Way Spray Program – 
 
   Motion by Clerk Rillema, second by Trustee Bard, ADOPTED, to authorize 
   the payment to Muskegon County Drain Commissioner in the amount of  
   $350.00 for the 2010 Muskegon County Drain Spray Program Participation. 
   Roll Call Vote:  Trustee Bard AYE, Trustee Deur AYE, Trustee Binns AYE, 

   Clerk Rillema AYE, Treasurer Hepler AYE, Trustee Bole AYE, Supervisor 
   St. Amour AYE 

 

3. Computer Purchase – 
 
   Motion by Treasurer Hepler, second by Trustee Bard, ADOPTED, to move 
   to authorize the purchase of a I290M computer in the amount of $695.41 to 
   replace the computer used by Ericka DeCair. 
   Roll Call Vote:  Trustee Bard AYE, Trustee Deur AYE, Trustee Binns AYE, 

   Clerk Rillema AYE, Treasurer Hepler AYE, Trustee Bole AYE, Supervisor 
   St. Amour AYE 

 

4. Channel Plaques – Trustee Bole questioned if this should be turned over to the Parks & 
 Recreation Commission for their review.  All were in agreement.  Supervisor St. Amour will 
 forward the information to Parks & Rec Chair Jim Duncan. 
 

5. 1845 Whitehall LLC – Request for Street Light – 
 

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP 

RESOLUTION NO. 2010-11 

1845 WHITEHALL LLC – GENERAL UTILITY LIGHTING – SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 

 
 
WHEREAS, 1845 Whitehall LLC (McCormick Gas Station) a Fruitland Township based company located at 1845 White Lake Drive, has 
  been approved for a General Utility Lighting request from Consumers Energy and, 
 
WHEREAS, Fruitland Township supports that request for a General Utility Lighting to be placed at 1845 White Lake Drive for Whitehall 
  LLC (McCormick Gas Station) 
 

WHEREAS, 1845 Whitehall LLC (McCormick Gas Station) will receive a yearly special assessment on the winter tax bill for the  
  accumulated monthly charges associated with this lighting installation for one (1) Luminaire of approximately $11.46 per  
  Luminaire and is subject to change based on current billing rates and also be special assessed for a non-refundable one time 
  installation fee of $100.00 on the 2010 winter tax bill; and, 



FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP MARCH 15, 2010 REGULAR MEETING 

 7 

 
WHEREAS, the Fruitland Township Treasurer will maintain a spreadsheet with monthly charges to ensure proper assessment to 1845  
  Whitehall LLC (McCormick Gas Station); and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Fruitland Township Clerk will send a copy of Resolution 2010-11 to 1845 Whitehall LLC (McCormick Gas Station) as  
  proper documentation of the special assessment and timing of such assessment; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Fruitland Township Board of Trustees supports the General Utility Lighting request  
  authorized by Consumers Energy for 1845 Whitehall LLC (McCormick Gas Station). 
 
 
Motion by Trustee Bard, second by Trustee Binns, ADOPTED, Resolution 2010-11 to support 1845 Whitehall LLC General Utility Lighting Special 
Assessment. 
 
Upon a roll call vote, with all members present, the members voted as follows: 
“AYE”:  Trustee Bole, Treasurer Hepler, Clerk Rillema, Trustee Binns, Trustee Deur, Trustee Bard, Supervisor St. Amour  
“NAY”:  None 
“ABSENT”:  None 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Resolution 2010-11 was adopted by the Board of Fruitland Township, at a Regular meeting held March 15, 2010 at 7:00 
PM. 
       ____________________________________ 
       Karolyn Rillema, Clerk 

 
6. Dead End Sign Request – 
 
   Motion by Trustee Binns, second by Trustee Deur, ADOPTED, to authorize 
   Supervisor St. Amour to contact Muskegon County Road Commission for  
   procurement of a Dead End sign, posts and backing plate not to exceed  
   $101.00 and obtain necessary permits to be provided at no cost by MCRC for 
   Simonelli Road, north of Duck Lake Road. 
   Roll Call Vote:  Trustee Bole AYE, Treasurer Hepler AYE, Clerk Rillema 
   AYE, Trustee Bard AYE, Trustee Binns AYE, Trustee Deur AYE,  
   Supervisor St. Amour AYE  

 
7. Free Dump Day Status – Supervisor St. Amour asked for this to be tabled until the April 
 work session and asked all the Board of Trustees to be thinking about this item. 
 

8. Ordinance Enforcer – Supervisor St. Amour asked for this to be tabled until the April work 
 session.  He severed the employment of Lee Grasmeyer in February. 
 
9. 2010-2011 Updated Proposed Budget – Clerk Rillema & Supervisor St. Amour explained 
 the budget by department and stated that few changes other than those items brought 
 forward at the work session for the Parks & Rec & Museum departments have been 
 reflected in the budget presented.  Supervisor St. Amour encouraged the Parks & Rec 
 Commission to secure quotes for the museum foundation/water issues as they are not in the 
 proposed budget and would require the Board of Trustees to reserve some funds for that 
 repair work if necessary.  Supervisor St. Amour stated that timely budget amendments 
 should be made and the thought of a contingency fund should be considered for future use.  
 Supervisor St. Amour stated that he was pleased with the efforts of the Parks & Recreation 
 Commission and encouraged them to continue in the coming year to find additional funding 
 sources to help offset the expenses. 
 
    Motion by Trustee Bard, second by Trustee Deur, ADOPTED, to  
    suspend open floor discussion for Dr. Holly to speak. 
    Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 
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 Dr. Holly asked about the basement repairs and costs involved.  Supervisor St. Amour stated 
 that the Board of Trustees has requested this from the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
    Motion by Trustee Deur, second by Trustee Bard, ADOPTED, to  
    unsuspend open floor discussion. 
    Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 

 
 Supervisor St. Amour stated that under the Museum budget currently no expense for 
 insurance coverage for both artifacts and property is allocated to this department.  Trustee 
 Deur clarified for the audience that no major cuts were applied to the current year museum 
 budget but future research is needed for next year’s budget. 
 
    Motion by Trustee Deur, second by Trustee Bard, ADOPTED, to  
    suspend for a five minute break. 
    Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 

 

 Meeting resumed after a five minute break – no motion. 
 
10. Township Property (Hunting) –  
 

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP 

RESOLUTION 2010-10 

HUNTING ON PROPERTY OWNED BY FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP 

 
WHEREAS, Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was resolved that all hunting and shooting of guns is prohibited on property owned by 
  Fruitland Township.  However, hunting with bows, shotguns or muzzle loaders shall be allowed in accordance with all  
  applicable state and local laws, rules and regulations that pertain to hunting and the use of weapons and firearms, only on the 
  following property owned by Fruitland Township and does not allow rifle possession and/or discharge on any property owned 
  by Fruitland Township at any time: 
 
  Parcel No. 06-115-100-0002-00 (63.75 acres on W. Michillinda Road) 
  Parcel No. 06-103-400-0002-00 (68.10 acres on W. Lakewood Road) 
  Parcel No. 06-103-300-0004-00 (42.34 acres on W. Lakewood Road) 
  Parcel No. 06-118-400-0001-00 (38 acres on Nestrom Road) 
  Parcel No. 06-116-300-0002-00 (80 acres on Orshal Road) 
  Parcel No. 06-116-400-0001-00 (158 acres on Simonelli Road)  
  Parcel No. 06-121-100-0002-00, except the south 1,300 feet thereof  
      (60+ acres on W. Duck Lake Road) 
 
WHEREAS, The Supervisor is directed to take the following actions: 
 
  1. Post signs on the above property owned by Fruitland Township stating that hunting and shooting of guns is  
   prohibited, except as set forth above. 
 
  2. Notify residents that hunting is prohibited, except as set forth above, on the above property owned by Fruitland  
   Township.  Notice shall include the township newsletter and publication in The White Lake Beacon. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Fruitland Township supports the resolution to allow hunting on property owned by Fruitland  
  Township. 
 
Motion by Trustee Bole, second by Trustee Bard, ADOPTED, Resolution 2010-10 to allow hunting on property owned by Fruitland Township. 
 
Upon a roll call vote, with all members present, the members voted as follows: 
 
 “AYE”:  Trustee Bole, Treasurer Hepler, Trustee Bard, Supervisor St. Amour   
 “NAY”:  Clerk Rillema, Trustee Binns, Trustee Deur 
 “ABSENT”:  None  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Resolution 2010-10 was adopted by the Board of Fruitland Township, at a regular meeting held Monday, March 15, 2010 
at 7:00 PM. 
       ____________________________________ 
       Karolyn Rillema, Clerk 
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Trustee Deur expressed his concern about adopting this resolution in respect to the opinions of our 
insurance company and attorney because of the additional liability exposure.  By ignoring those 
opinions, we are taking a huge risk and should have the additional insurance coverage 
recommended.  He would like no action taken on this topic tonight.  In comparison to hunting on 
state property, the State of Michigan self-insures itself and has a larger budget to work with.  
Trustee Bard stated that our Attorney said we could be sued for anything.  Supervisor St. Amour 
stated that if this resolution is passed, an ordinance would be written and then presented to the 
Board of Trustees and not the reverse.  Supervisor St. Amour feels that the current status of defacto 
allowing hunting on our property except for Nestrom Park puts us at greater risk than by passing 
this modified hunting resolution.  Clerk Rillema asked if any of the trustees prior to her election 
knew the history of why the township has purchased so much land and should we continue to own 
all of it.  Trustee Bard stated that some was tax sale and some was purchased to protect the rural 
area.  Supervisor St. Amour stated that a letter from Attorney Eklund states that there are risks 
associated with everything the township does.  Trustee Deur made a friendly amendment to 
concurrently increase our liability insurance to accommodate this resolution.  No support on the 
amendment was offered. 
 
11. Board Comments – Trustee Deur asked what has happened to the parking ordinance request 
 from the Parks and Recreation Commission.  Supervisor St. Amour stated that he has not 
 heard from Commissioner Shields on this topic.  
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Motion by Treasurer Hepler, second by Trustee Bard, ADOPTED, to adjourn 
the Monday, March 15, 2010 Regular Meeting of the Township of Fruitland 
at 9:32 PM 

   Upon Voice Vote:  7 AYES 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Karolyn Rillema, Clerk 
Township of Fruitland 

 

 


