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SECTION 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Purpose of the Plan - The purpose of the 2015 Master Plan for Parks, Recreation, Open 

Space, and Natural Areas in Fruitland Township is to provide a logical framework for guiding 

decisions concerning park and recreation facilities as well as public open space and natural 

areas. The goals, objectives and policy guidelines in this Plan are designed to set the tone for 

the administration of Township Parks. 

 

The Plan is also designed to serve as an effective planning tool to maintain and improve the 

present level of service in the parks as well as to enhance an already successful park and 

recreation system. This "level of service" approach to park and recreation facility planning 

enables the Parks and Recreation Commission to identify and meet the changing patterns of 

need and uses with considerable flexibility. 

 

Modifications in the level of service provided to Township residents can be made at any time. 

The Plan should be continually monitored and officially updated in terms of need and use so 

that its recommendations and implementation strategy can be adjusted as necessary. It 

analyzes the recreational opportunities of each park in the Township so that decision makers 

have the information necessary to establish priorities.  

 

Planning Initiative - The Township Parks and Recreation Commission has been assigned the 

task of preparing and updating this Plan, which will include a vision of the future, a mission 

statement and a series of action steps through the year 2020. The plan's highest priority is the 

improvement of existing park facilities for the continued enjoyment of current and future 

generations. Improving existing facilities will provide recreation activities to a diverse and 

changing demographic mix of residents and meet potentially changing cultural norms and new 

activities. 
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Plan Content - The following sections of the plan are described below:  

 

 Community Description  

 Administrative Structure  

 Recreation Inventory  

 Resource Inventory  

 Description of the Planning and Public Input Process  

 Goals and Objectives  

 Action Program 

 Maintenance 

 Local Adoption and DNRE Approval 
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SECTION 2 

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

 

Fruitland Township is a suburban community located in northwestern Muskegon County, 

Michigan (T11-N, R17-18W). When Michigan was surveyed, Congressional Township 11, 

located at Township 11 north, and Range 17-18 west, was given the name Fruitland, "Land of 

Fruit", presumably because the area was thought to be suitable for the growing of fruit. Because 

of the angle of the Lake Michigan shoreline, the Township is the largest in Muskegon County, 

and larger than the average Michigan Township. It encompasses nearly 40 square miles 

bounded on the north by Whitehall Township and the City of Whitehall, on the west by Lake 

Michigan, on the east by Dalton Township, and on the south by Laketon Township.  

 

The Township is primarily a residential community adjacent to Muskegon. Township residents 

enjoy a rural life style with the ability to reach the Muskegon metropolitan area with a ten or 

fifteen-minute commute. The location of Fruitland Township relative to other nearby 

communities is shown in Figure 1 – Location Map. The Township’s population has grown from 

3,200 in 1970 to 4,168 in 1980 to 4,391 in 1990 to 5,235 in 2000 and to 5,543 in 2010. This 

represents a 73% population growth in forty years or an average growth rate of 15.18% per 

decade or a 1.5% increase per year. At this rate, the 2020 population is estimated to be 6,384. 

However, there is a substantial increase in the summertime population because of the large 

number of seasonal homes, cottages and resorts located along Lake Michigan, Duck Lake and 

the south shore of White Lake. Much of the land in the Township remains vacant and 

undeveloped, but pressure for residential development is increasing.  

 

2010 Population: 5,543  

Housing Units: 2,592 (Occupied-2,097 and vacant-495) 

Total Area: 39.67 square miles (25,389 acres) 

Land Area: 36.51 square miles (23,362 acres) 

Water Area: 3.16 square miles (2,027 acres) 

Total Shoreline: 14.83 miles  

Density: 151.8 persons/square mile 

Housing units/square mile: 70.99 
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LOCATION MAP 
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Population Growth – The Township has grown steadily over the years, achieving its most rapid 

10-year population growth between 1990 and 2000, increasing 19.2% from 4,391 to 5,235 

people. The 2010 U.S. Census reported Fruitland Township population at 5,543, up from 5,235 

in 2000. In total, Fruitland Township has increased by 33% since 1980, gaining an additional 

1,375 people between 1980 and 2010.  

 

Based on 2010 U.S. Census Data, 55% of Fruitland Township residents are 25-64 years old; 

26% are children under the age of 19; and 14% are 65 years or older. 

 

Population projections suggest that in the year 2020 the Township population will rise to 6,384. 

By the year 2030, it is expected to be 7,353. This is a projected increase of nearly 15.18% every 

10 years. This modest rate of growth suggests that the current allocation of park land, in terms 

of total acreage, may prove adequate for meeting the recreation and conservation needs of the 

next generation. Other social and physical characteristics of the community, as they relate to the 

goals and objectives that influence this Plan will be discussed in subsequent sections of the 

Plan. 
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SECTION 3 

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

 

Planning for and providing park and recreation services and open space for a community 

requires staff (or volunteers), land, open spaces and the resources to develop, operate, and 

maintain them. This section describes Parks and Recreation Commission funding and 

operations and how recreation activities are carried out in Fruitland Township.  

 

The Fruitland Township Parks and Recreation Commission is a five-member Commission 

created in 1969 to provide quality parks and recreational facilities and opportunities throughout 

the township. The Commission was created under Act 271 of 1931, as amended. However, this 

Act was repealed in 1989. Accordingly, when that law was repealed another was adopted in 

June of 1989. The current law for township park commissions is Act 157 of 1905. It appears 

from this statute that a preexisting park commission would continue subject to the provisions of 

the statute that changed in 1989 and which changed again in later years. Therefore, the Parks 

and Recreation Commission is currently organized as a five-member board, organized under 

Act 157 of 1905. 

 

The Commissioners are elected for four-year terms at regular election cycles. The current 

Commission members and their respective terms are: 

1. Lynn Knopf (Chair)   2012 - 2016 

2. Rob Zoellmer (Vice-Chair)  2014 - 2016 

3. Mary Nagengast (Secretary)  2012 - 2016 

4. Laura Shields    2012 - 2016 

5. Steve Urban    2012-2016      

 

The Commission has a part-time recording secretary who handles the administrative duties on 

behalf of the Commission.  
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The Parks and Recreation Commission has their own budget which is adopted annually.  The 

budget can be viewed www.fruitlandtwp.org or at the Township Hall. 

 

Sources of funding for the Parks and Recreation Commission are from Fruitland Township 

General Funds. Partnerships have been formed with White Lake Area Community Education to 

operate the seasonal recreation program; the White Lake Little League; and SPLKA (Sable 

Point Light Keepers Association), which operates the White River Light Station.  

 

The Parks and Recreation Commission oversees the operation of the park system. The 

administrative structure of the Parks and Recreation Commission is shown in Figure 2- 

Organizational Structure. The Fruitland Township Board has the authority of approving the 

Parks and Recreation Commission budget. Otherwise, the Commission is responsible for 

township parks and recreational facilities, programs, and activities. The Parks and Recreation 

Commission has been given sole authority for long-range recreation planning.  All Parks and 

Recreation Commission meetings are open to the public for comment. 

 

The Parks and Recreation Commission intends to conduct public hearings for projects that will 

be developed using State and/or Federal grants. The purpose of the hearings will be to allow 

people in the community an opportunity to voice their support, concerns, comments, or 

questions on these projects. Public input and citizen involvement is always encouraged for all 

Township park and recreation projects. 

 

The Parks and Recreation will collaborate with outside organizations and governmental units for 

any projects or enhancements within the Parks Commission jurisdiction. 
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FIGURE 2 

 

FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 
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SECTION 4 

RECREATION AND RESOURCE INVENTORY 

 

The recreation inventory describes all parks and recreation facilities that Fruitland Township 

owns or operates. Facilities owned by other government entities and private facilities accessible 

by township residents are also included in the inventory. 

 

Park and Recreation Area Inventory - Classified by type:  

 TABLE 1 

RECREATION INVENTORY 

Facility 
Number of 
Acres 

Handicapped 
Accessibility 

Existing Facilities 

*Nestrom Road Park 36.72  2 

Baseball diamonds, playground 
equipment, picnic shelters, tennis 
courts, pickleball, benches, 
shuffleboard court, soccer field, 
bike racks, horseshoe court, and 
two portable toilets (1 handicap 
accessible) 

*White River Light Station         
Museum 

2.75  2 
Benches, museum, beach, two 
portable toilets (1 handicap 
accessible) 

*Marcus Park 1.28  1 
Beach, grill, picnic table, swing, 
slide, bike racks, and bench 

*Duck Lake Road Park 19.62  1 
Basketball Court, grill and picnic 
tables 

*Historic West Cemetery 0.25  1 Cemetery 

Michigan’s Adventure 74.00   

Duck Lake State Park 728.00   

Fred Meijer Berry Junction 
Rail Trail 

3.5 miles   

Anderson Woods Trail 75 2  

Lincoln Golf Club 180   

White Lake Golf Club 139   

Bent Pine Golf Club 80   

5 Road Ends at Water  2 Parking and boat launches (1) 

*Total Township Acres 60.62   
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Accessibility Assessments – The table above includes an assessment of the accessibility of 

each park to people with disabilities. This assessment considers the accessibility of both the 

facilities themselves as well as the access routes to them. The ranking system is as follows: 

1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  

2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  

3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  

4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines  

5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design  

 

An accessibility study was also conducted in 2014 by the Disability Network of West Michigan. 

The study found a lack of accessible pathways in all parks. In addition, there were no labeled 

handicapped parking spaces at Duck Lake Road Park or Marcus Park. One of the restrooms at 

the Nestrom Road Park was found to be inaccessible to wheelchairs, even though it was 

obtained to be used by handicapped citizens. The restroom was also set a ways off the path, 

making it more difficult for a citizen to get to the unit. The play equipment, picnic tables, tennis 

courts, and baseball court were found to be lacking in accessibility. 

 

DNRE Recreation Grant Inventory – The Nestrom Road Park was partially developed with a 

DNRE recreation grant through the Land and Water Conservation Fund. The 1984 development 

grant funded improvements. The grant information is as follows: 

 

Year   1984 

Park Name  Fruitland Township 

Grant number 2601292 

Grant Amount $60,000 

 

The scope of items that were constructed includes a picnic area, sign, playground, shuffleboard, 

horseshoes, shelter building, pit toilet (removed in 2014) and entry road. The current condition 

of these improvements, even after 26 years, is good, although starting to show signs of wear. 

The 1984 improvements continue to serve the community as anticipated.  
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Township Park Use and Acreage - The Township provides community facilities that are used 

and available to residents from the Township and surrounding areas.  Most of the parks contain 

a natural feature such as a lake, river or wooded area and may be adjacent to other features 

such as the Lake Michigan dunes. People use the parks for a wide variety of activities (see 

Figure 3 – Recreation Inventory and Table 1 – Recreation Inventory).  

 

Key activities include walking, hiking, swimming, picnicking/grilling, bicycling, nature 

observation, ball fields, family get-togethers, and playground use.  Lake Michigan, White Lake, 

and Duck Lake provide year round fishing and boating opportunities. 
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FIGURE 3 

 

RECREATION INVENTORY  
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Township owned and operated park and recreation facilities include The White River Light 

Station Museum operated by the Sable Point Light Keepers Association (SPLKA), Nestrom Road 

Township Park, Marcus Park, Duck Lake Road Park, and five road ends. 

 

Nestrom Road Park – Nestrom Road Park is located on Nestrom Road in combination with the 

Township Offices on a 36.72-acre parcel. The Park features the following equipment available to 

township residents: ball fields, swing set, play set, shuffleboard, horseshoes, tennis courts, 

pickleball, pavilions, picnic tables, grills, restroom facilities, a baseball field, a soccer field, and 

access with stairs to Duck Lake. Nestrom Road Park in previous years served as the principal 

gathering place for community festivals and celebrations. Nestrom Road Park is centrally located 

to the population centers in the township. The Park functions as an open area for community 

events.  A portion of the Park is heavily wooded but Duck Lake is accessed by a stairway leading 

to the lake through the woods. The center of the Park contains a good quality ball field.  

 

White River Light Station Museum – This 2.75-acre site at the extreme northwest corner of 

the township has parking for 24 cars, Port-a-jons, and a walkway along the White River channel. 

The museum features nearly 1,000 artifacts primarily representing the history of shipping on the 

Great Lakes. 

Marcus Park – Marcus Park is a 1.28-acre site at the west end of Duck Lake offering residents 

a place to picnic and rest. The Park has a small swimming beach, picnic table, one grill, a swing 

set, slide, bike racks and bench. It is not easily accessible and has no official parking spaces, 

although there is room to park legally along Scenic Drive. 

Duck Lake Road Park - Duck Lake Road Park is a 19.62-acre park adjacent to the Township 

Fire Station on Duck Lake Road. This park features a basketball court, two picnic tables and a 

grill, and is adjacent to an additional 160 acres owned by the Township allowing visitors to take 

a stroll through the woods. There is also a parking area available for roughly a dozen vehicles.  

 

Historic West Cemetery – The historic west cemetery in the dunes of Lake Michigan has 

unmarked graves and a sign describing when burials may have taken place. 
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Duck Lake State Park - Duck Lake State Park is located in the west central portion of the 

Township. This 728-acre facility features a picnic shelter, swimming beach and boat launch on 

the north shore of Duck Lake as well as access to Lake Michigan. 

 

Fred Meijer Berry Junction Rail Trail - The Fred Meijer Berry Junction Rail Trail in the 

northeast portion of the Township provides an opportunity for leisure and recreational pursuits. 

This trail bisects the township along Whitehall Road and travels approximately three miles 

through the eastern tier of the township.   

 

White Lake Public Access Sites – White Lake has several roads that end at the water.  Three 

of the road ends are owned by the Muskegon County Road Commission and two are owned by 

Fruitland Township. Historically, the road commission has cooperated with the township to 

provide a varying degree of public access.  The Scenic Drive access is the best site with a dock, 

porta-jon, and trash receptacle provided under a road commission permit by the township. A 

partnership between Fruitland Township and White Lake Area Group has been created to 

provide a maintenance fund to help maintain the launch area. At Nestrom Road and White Lake 

Drive, the lake is extremely shallow making boat launching difficult, but like Lamos Road, they 

are excellent winter access sites.  Dock Road has limited public access with launching for hand-

carried small water craft. Dock Road is not considered public, but has been under dispute as to 

access rights for a long time. The current owner has allowed boat launching and public access 

there. Parking is less than desired at each site.

 

LAKE MICHIGAN PUBLIC ACCESS SITE 

 

McMillan Road End – This public access site is the only road end in Fruitland Township with 

access to Lake Michigan. With township funding, along with private funding and help from the 

Conservation District and volunteers, a 75 step stairway was installed for easier access to the 

lake.  

 

PRIVATE PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES 

 
White Lake Golf Club - The White Lake Golf Club covering 139 acres in sections 12 & 13,  

contains 18 holes is open to members only.  
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Bent Pine Golf Club - The Bent Pine Golf Club in sections 14 & 23, contains 18 holes over 80 

acres and is open to the public. 

 

Lincoln Golf Club - The Lincoln Golf Club in section 13, contains 18 holes over 180 acres and 

is semi-private. 

 

Michigan’s Adventure – Michigan’s Adventure in section 13 is Michigan's largest 

amusement water park, featuring over 50 rides and attractions including a world-class 

wooden roller coaster, Shivering Timbers, wave pools, water slides, thrill rides, and 

kiddie rides. 

 

RESOURCE INVENTORY 

 

The resource inventory identifies parcels and open space lands that may be desirable for future 

protection and/or public access due to natural features present, which could be preserved 

through acquisition or other means. The resource inventory identifies lands that might be 

desirable for acquisition because of their ecological significance, location, proximity to other 

natural areas, and other factors. The resource inventory includes wetlands, surface water, large 

parcels, publicly owned parcels, forests, floodplains, groundwater recharge areas, woodlands, 

farmland, wildlife habitat, rare species, and scenic view sheds. Land already protected, such as 

public parks and recreation areas, state or national forests, designated natural rivers, and 

designated natural areas are incorporated into the inventory and incorporated into a GIS 

(geographic information system). The Resource Inventory is illustrated in Figure 4- Resource 

Inventory. 
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FIGURE 4 

 

RESOURCE INVENTORY 
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SECTION 5 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS AND NEEDS 

ANALYSIS 

 

Public Input Process  

 

Citizen opinion on recreation and open space priorities is a key consideration in plan 

development. The public was involved early in the process, through public meetings, surveys, 

and other means. Additional effort was put forth to solicit comments from residents living near 

future projects and from others who might be negatively impacted by the projects. 

 

The benefits of soliciting public input include:  

 

• Increases ownership of the community plan by community members. 

• Promotes democracy and equality with equal opportunity to share in decisions. 

• Empowered citizens tend to be more active and to participate more fully in governance. 

• An active and energetic public can offer much needed support for local governments. 

• Creativity is enhanced by many ideas coming from people with diverse backgrounds, skills 

and abilities. In short, problem solving is enhanced when people work together as a team, 

not alone. 

• When citizens are included in the problem-solving and decision-making process, they share 

in the ownership of the solutions to their community’s problems and are thus said to buy in 

to these solutions. These citizens are far less likely to oppose your efforts or a solution at the 

very end of the process, and the solutions you arrive at are likely to be more effective and 

longer lasting. 

• By involving everyone who has a stake in a community issue, “win-win” problem-solving 

processes reduce the likelihood of conflict, and the “we-they” perspectives and coalitions 

forming in opposition to one another. 

• Increases stability and commitment to management that central government cannot 

duplicate. 

• Increases economic and technical efficiency because agencies have more clearly defined 

responsibilities for their actions. 
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• Citizens are likely to identify themselves as part of something larger than the sum of their 

individual relationships. 

• Citizens are likely to commit themselves for the long term to their own, one another’s and 

the groups well being. 

• Empower citizens to make those decisions that most affect their own lives. 

• Encourages support for citizen and grassroots initiatives. 

 

Township Resident Surveys – A township-wide survey was distributed to Township residents 

to insure the widest range of the community was represented. The questionnaire was distributed 

in December 2004. Results are documented and available at the Township Hall. An on-line 

survey was also distributed to residents in July of 2015. Results of this survey are available to 

residents at the Township Hall or can be viewed on the township website. 

 

Recreation Needs - Many structures in the park system such as play equipment and fences are 

in need of renovation or replacement. Renovations include lighting, plumbing, access for the 

disabled and maintaining the structural integrity of buildings. Similarly, some trees are in need of 

pruning, or in some instances, may need to be removed. While repairs and improvements are 

evident on existing facilities, it is important to entice new park users by anticipating emerging 

trends. Anticipating new trends in use is especially important as the size and diversity of the 

local population continues to grow. For example, a growing trend, backed by the last two 

Township surveys, is the popularity of trails for walking, hiking, jogging, and bicycling. 

 

RECREATION NEEDS AND ACTION PLAN 

 

Parks and Recreation Commission Park Improvement Recommendations 

 

The Township's Recreation Plan encourages a variety of recreational opportunities for all user 

groups. It is based on an established line of communication to encourage public awareness and 

involvement in the recreation process.  

 

Efforts should continue to improve Nestrom Road Park. This facility has broad appeal and 

potential utilization from a variety of users. 
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The Township should ensure that the adopted Recreation Plan is kept up-to-date and used 

appropriately to apply for federal, state and local grant monies. The Land and Water 

Conservation Fund and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Funds are the two possible 

funding sources for land acquisition and/or facility development. 

 

Criteria for Open Space/Natural Area Acquisition - No standards exist to determine how 

much open space a community needs, although community desire can certainly be assessed.  

Most people are aware of the attributes of a site that make it seem worthy of protection.  
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SECTION 6 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

1. Maintain an approved Recreation Plan, and apply for grant monies. 

2. Maintain existing facilities in peak condition. 

3. Expand recreation opportunities for Township residents. 

4. Optimize the utilization of all existing facilities. 

5. Make better utilization of natural features such as Duck Creek and Duck Lake for 

recreational use. 

6. Acquire, develop, and preserve that portion of the landscape with the highest potential for   

     public recreational use. 

7. Link recreational facilities with a good quality, well designed trail system. 

8. Identify the different age groups and recreation needs of all residents, and work to meet 

 those needs.  Identify existing facilities, and maximize use of those facilities.  

9. Develop and support community level recreation facilities and programs to ensure the 

 possible participation of all residents, including senior citizen, physically challenged, and 

 preschool populations. Provide a variety of active and passive recreation activities as 

 well as fishing access.  Improve/expand parking facilities where feasible. 

10. Construct/expand stairways, decks, ramps, etc., in recreation areas in the township to 

 improve access for all citizens. 

11. Hold events at Nestrom Road Park such as festivals, fun/competitive races, etc. 

12. Develop collaborative recreational opportunities with area schools, community programs, 

and athletic groups utilizing township recreational facilities. 
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SECTION 7 

ACTION PROGRAM 

 

The Action Program identifies how we intend to meet, or work towards meeting, our goals and 

objectives over the next five years. Specific projects that have been identified during the 

planning process are described and an explanation provided as to how they will meet the goals 

and objectives. There are also some minimal organizational, staffing, programming, public 

information, operation, and maintenance actions, as well as facility development 

recommendations.  

 

Projects proposed for recreation grant funding in the five-year period covered by the recreation 

plan are included in the Action Program as being the best projects for fulfilling the Plan’s goals 

and objectives. Sometimes the means to accomplish a stated goal does not become apparent 

within the time the recreation plan was developed--for example, privately held land with high 

conservation value may unexpectedly become available for purchase. Sometimes a better 

means to accomplish a goal becomes apparent after the plan has been developed. The 

proposed projects are our best attempt at fulfilling the identified goals and objectives of the 

recreation plan and the rationale for the need for the project.  

 

The Action program documents why each action is a priority. The justification as to why specific 

projects are included in the recreation plan is a critical factor in the evaluation and scoring of 

grant applications. 

 

The action program describes what we want to do over the next five years (or more) to maintain 

and improve recreation opportunities including organization, staffing, programming, and public 

information. Operation and maintenance actions as well as facility development are also 

included. 
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TABLE 2 

ACTION PROGRAM PROJECT LIST 

 

LOCATION PROJECTED IMPROVEMENT  

MARCUS PARK    

  

Bike racks, improve parking conditions, port-a-jon, 
handicapped accessible mats and a small deck for 
fishing, improve overall accessibility 

 

NESTROM ROAD 
PARK    

 

Groomed natural trails for walking, benches along trails 
for bird watching, marked 5K section on trail, improved 
staircase to beach, bike racks, signage on existing 
trails, improve handicapped accessibility to all areas of 
the park 

 

DUCK LAKE 
ROAD PARK    

 

Covered pavilion with electric, port-a-jon, fence at the 
front of the park, groomed natural trails for walking, 
benches along trail for bird watching, marked 5K 
section on the trail, bike racks, signage, marked 
handicapped parking 

 

PROGRAMS 
Nature and recreational programs for children, 
community wide events  

 

 FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

This section identifies the high-priority projects to be accomplished over the next five years 

including brief project descriptions and estimated costs. 

Consideration must be given to how these projects will be funded. The best possible method is 

to apply for federal, state, and local grants. Grants typically require a percentage match, which 

can be in the form of cash outlay, land and labor donations, and other direct services. In 

addition to township general fund revenues, other methods of financing can be with daily, 

seasonal, or parking fees, and local donations. A promotional program may be the key to 

gaining the interest of residents to donate land or services (labor and/or building materials) for 

recreational purposes.  

 

The primary concern in the implementation of any plan is funding. It will be the responsibility of 
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the Township to monitor short-term project goals and to ensure that funds are made available to 

complete this short-term program.  

ACTION PROGRAM FOCUS 

 

We recommend the township continue its focus on continued development and improvements 

at the Nestrom Road Park, Duck Lake Road Park, and Marcus Park. 

 

Township Trail System: The past two township surveys have indicated a strong desire on the 

part of the residents to have access to a walking/hiking/biking trail system. Fruitland Township 

and Muskegon Heights are currently the only areas in Muskegon County lacking a system of 

trails. Trails within the Township will serve as excellent recreational facilities by themselves but 

may also function as important non-motorized circulation through the Township. The trail system 

would be intended to link bicycle and pedestrian circulation from residential areas, recreation 

areas, the community center, and natural areas. Major connections within the bike trail system 

could include: (1) Nestrom Road Park; (2) Duck Lake Road Park; (3) Duck Creek; (4) Marcus 

Park; and (5) connect the nearby trail facilities. The plan could locate the more resource-

oriented uses such as trails, nature areas, and fishing access, in the wooded areas adjacent to 

the Duck Creek frontage to utilize the areas' positive natural features.  

 

New Site Development: The need to access and provide neighborhood playgrounds in 

underserved parts of the township has been identified. These proposed facilities would be 

intended to serve residents and families. Suitable sites for acquisition should have good access 

to the local street system. They should be centrally located to the majority of existing and 

proposed residential development areas. Facilities should be located on open high ground, as 

much as possible, and have access to the proposed township-wide trail system.  

 

A potential Duck Creek access site should be investigated and might contain resource-oriented 

uses such as trails, play equipment and nature areas, and be located in the wooded areas 

adjacent to the Duck Creek. In order to take advantage of the areas’ positive natural features, 

the plan is to use the Duck Creek frontage for fishing and trail access purposes. More user-

oriented facilities such as picnic areas, and playgrounds, should be located on higher ground.  
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Marcus Park – The proposed improvements for Marcus Park include improved parking for 

vehicles, the installation of restroom facilities and an expanded beach area.  

 

Nestrom Road Park – Accessibility to all areas will be the main concern. Development of an 

accessible trail/drive down to Duck Lake, improvement or replacement of bathrooms and 

drinking fountains, and holding community events will be the focus. 
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SECTION 8 

 

MAINTENANCE 

 

Maintaining park facilities is an important element in ensuring user safety and satisfaction. Park 

maintenance can be provided from a single source or a combined effort between an 

organization sponsoring a league or activity and the community. An example would be a softball 

league and the Township working together to provide adequate park maintenance. 

 

The frequency and type of maintenance will vary depending on the size and type of park as well 

as the amount of use the park receives. The actual cost of the park maintenance will vary 

depending on the level of maintenance.  
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SECTION 9 

LOCAL ADOPTION AND DNRE APPROVAL OF RECREATION PLANS 

 

To be eligible for DNRE recreation grant consideration, a recreation plan must be adopted by a 

resolution of the governing body that has the final authority on recreational expenditures. Since 

this planning process includes the adoption of the plan by the Parks and Recreation 

Commission (who must seek approval for expenditures from the Township Board), these 

resolutions are included in the plan. 

 

PLAN AMENDMENTS 

 

Prior to expiration of a plan, a community may want to update portions of the plan to add new 

projects.  An approved plan may be amended at any time during the five-year period of eligibility 

to reflect significant changes in community conditions or needs or changes in recreation 

priorities. An amendment does not extend the five-year life of the plan.  

 

Amendment Content  

At a minimum, a plan amendment must include: 

 

• A description of the public involvement process used in development of the amendment, 

 including a discussion of the public input methods and opportunities 

• An amended Action Program and rationale for the changes 

• Documentation of local adoption of the amendment 

 

Amendment Format 

Plan amendments must consist of one of the following: 

 

• A letter of explanation that indicates what aspects of the original plan have been revised and    

    how. 

• Revised or additional pages to the approved recreation plan, with an explanation of where 

 the new pages fit within the original plan. Each page should explain the changes and the 

 reasons why the changes were made. If the amendment is to be inserted into the existing 
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 plan, it must be in a similar format to the approved plan and indicate the precise location for 

 insertion.   

 

Amendment Adoption 

Amendments must be adopted in a like manner to the recreation plan. Therefore, the same 

governing body or bodies that adopted the original plan must adopt the amendment, unless the 

resolutions adopted for the original plan included specific language delegating the authority to 

make and adopt amendments to another entity. 
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APPENDIX A – 2015 Survey Results 
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APPENDIX B – Resolution 

 

RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTION OF A RECREATION PLAN 

TOWNSHIP OF FRUITLAND 

 

WHEREAS, the TOWNSHIP OF FRUITLAND has undertaken a Five Year Parks and 

Recreation Plan which describes the physical features, existing recreation facilities and the 

desired actions to be taken to improve and maintain recreation facilities during the period 

between 2016 and 2021, and 

 

WHEREAS, a public comment session was held November 2, 2015 at Fruitland Township to 

provide an opportunity for citizens to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of 

the Recreation Plan, and 

 

WHEREAS, the TOWNSHIP OF FRUITLAND has developed the plan for the benefit of the 

entire community and to adopt the plan as a document to assist in meeting the recreation needs 

of the community, and 

 

WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the TOWNSHIP BOARD voted to adopt said Recreation 

Plan. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

FRUITLAND hereby adopts the FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN FOR PARKS, 

RECREATION, OPEN SPACE, and NATURAL AREAS, as a guideline for improving recreation 

for the residents of FRUITLAND TOWNSHIP. 

 

Yeas: Trustee Bard, Trustee Deur, Trustee Rissi, Clerk Rillema, Treasurer Beegle, Trustee 

Hampel, Supervisor St. Amour 

                   

Nays:  None 

                    

Abstain:  None 
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I, Karolyn Rillema, TOWNSHIP CLERK, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

original copy of a resolution adopted by the TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

FRUITLAND by a motion at a Regular Meeting thereof held on the 21st day of December 2015. 

 

 

Karolyn Rillema     (Signature) December 22, 2015   Date 

TOWNSHIP CLERK 

Seal here, if a seal is available. 

 

 


